
 
 

Bicentennial Year in Review 
June 2019-June 2020 

 

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.” ~Psalm 90:1 
 

 
 
Kent United Church of Christ’s bicentennial was a milestone in our rich history. Rather 
than celebrating with one big event, we wanted to celebrate all year! Observing our 200th 
anniversary throughout the year enabled us to build and strengthen our beloved 
community of faith, provide the congregation and our greater community with new ways 
to connect and nourish relationships, and praise God for all the ways God’s Stillspeaking 
Spirit has empowered us to serve and transform lives in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Our year-long celebration included a variety of meaningful, educational, fun and service-
related activities and events.  Carefully chosen monthly themes lifted up a special part of 
our story and mission as the Kent UCC throughout these past 200 years.  Each month was 
organized by one or more of our ministries and committees.   
 

Reflecting on our bicentennial year, the width and breadth of our celebration enriched all 
of our lives, the life of our congregation and the community of Kent.  From March to June 
2019 a series of “teaser” activities were organized as we enjoyed our “Countdown to 200!” 
A bicentennial logo was designed, thanks to Bill Peck; commemorative t-shirts were 
printed and sold to support our church; and we participated in the Kent Memorial Day 
Parade with arguably the most memorable float in the event! 
 

June 2019:  Founders’ Day   
Our Founders’ Day worship service on Sunday, June 16, 2019 began with a string quartet 

welcoming everyone to a special coffee hour in the 
narthex. The service featured special guests, including 
Kent Mayor Jerry Fiala and a representative from the 
Living Water Association of the UCC; music by John 
Ferguson commissioned for our bicentennial and 
sung by our Chancel Choir; and a surprise visit by one 
of the original founders, Deacon Andrews, played by  
Harold Hight.   
 

A historical display was arranged, thanks to church 
historian 

Susan Hansford; congregational photos were 
taken and a Fellowship luncheon following 
worship featured recipes from old church 
cookbooks and a beautiful tiered anniversary 
cake.   
 

Magnetic bumper stickers featuring the 
bicentennial logo and tagline “Welcome, Walk, 
Witness” were gifted to everyone who had been a church member for 30 years or more. 
 

 



July 2019:  Our Place in History – The People  
A sermon series and “Snapchat” (children’s sermon) conversations featured a variety of 
members, both past and present, who helped shape our church and its response to racism, 

global poverty and health, conservation 
and environmental issues and mental 
health.  A timeline highlighting important 
milestones and photographs was 
displayed in our chapel.  It is the people 
who are the Church—not the building.  

 
 

 

August 2019:  Bricks and Mortar 
And yet, a sense of place is important!  We are grateful for the 
many “holy meeting houses” God has graced our congregation 
throughout our history. We joined an ecumenical “Apostles 
Build” in collaboration with other area churches to build a home 
for a family in Portage County through Habitat for Humanity.  
What a blessed ministry! 
 

A “Bricks and Mortar” scavenger hunt and ice cream social was 
held.  Teams ventured into the community taking group photos 
of places that are important to our church history.   



September 2019:  Christian Education/Church School/Youth 
 

 
 

This month began with a special kick-off “Whole Body Sunday” with our children featuring 
worship on the front lawn.  Afterward, a picnic and old-fashioned games were enjoyed.   
 

Later in the month, a Blessing of the Animals service was held outside and our fall adult 
education program began with a new pastor’s class and a study on White Privilege. 
 

 
 

Ever faithful, our youth groups served our monthly Community Outreach Meal. 
 

 



October 2019:  Unity in Diversity – Social Justice 
Inspired by our Stephen Ministry and co-organized by our Social Justice and Advocacy 
Committee, we invited Transformation Journeys Worldwide to offer a weekend of 
trainings on gender identity and our Christian faith the first weekend in October.  After 
preaching in Sunday worship, Gabrielle Claiborne and Linda Herzer 
led a workshop on “Welcoming Our Transgender and Non-binary 
Neighbors” to our congregation and wider community. An adult 
education class was also offered based on Linda’s book, The Bible 
and the Transgender Experience.   
 
For Access Sunday, a Sunday the UCC dedicates every October to 
highlight our Disabilities Ministries across the denomination, our 
middle-school J-Walkers youth led worship.  We celebrated their 
leadership in ensuring that we became an official “Accessible to All 
A2A)” congregation, dedicating ourselves to radical hospitality for 
people of all abilities. 
 

Fair-trade paraments from a women’s 
cooperative in Ecuador were featured in our 
sanctuary to highlight our commitment to 
economic and gender justice and global 
engagement. 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



November 2019:  Faith through Music  
 

November was a month 
rich in musical offerings.  
We enjoyed an organ 
recital with former 
organist Ryan Croyle on 
November 2.   
 
Our Chancel Choir 
collaborated with our 

neighbor church, the United Methodist Sanctuary Choir, on 
November 10, singing Vivaldi’s Gloria in both congregations.  
Bentley Wall’s Northeast Pipe Band graced our worship 
experience on November 17.   
 
The Tuesday before Thanksgiving we organized and hosted an 
Ecumenical Service of Thanksgiving to commemorate our anniversary with congregations 
in the Kent community: First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Christ Episcopal Church, the United Methodist Church, and the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Kent.  Offerings received were dedicated to Kent Social Services and 
the Haven of Portage County. All combined, our churches have served Kent for 1,071 years! 
 

December 2019:  Serving Our Neighbors:  Local Service 
 

At the outset of our bicentennial year, our Outreach 
Ministry issued the congregation a “Be the Church” 
challenge, with a goal of 2019 hours in honor of our 
200th anniversary.  We exceeded the goal in just six 
months! 
 
The Outreach Ministry also held a Christmas sale 
featuring fair-trade baskets.  
Our Christian Education 

Ministry organized another successful diaper drive to support 
the County Clothing Center.   
 

The Chancel Choir presented a special candlelit service of 
Lessons and Carols and Children’s choir alumni were invited 
back to sing together at our Christmas Eve service.   
 
Our Bicentennial Cookbook, Extravagant Hospitality, filled with 
recipes from our members, was available to purchase. 



January 2020:  Local Church Leaders and Innovators 
 

While June 18th is our actual anniversary, 
January is important too as that's when the 
congregation first voted to become the United 
Church of Christ of Kent.  Many of our lay 
leaders from over the years were lifted up and 
honored in our Facebook posts and bulletins. 
 

We were treated to another special musical 
program this month by one of our very own.  

Musica Mundana presented "Images of Light," a concert in celebration of Epiphany and 
Candlemas, featuring Justin Wallace.  
 

We were honored to have the Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Executive Director of the Ohio Council 
of Churches and an internationally known speaker, social justice advocate, ecumenist, and 
death penalty abolitionist serve as our guest preacher on January 19 for MLK Sunday. 
 

February 2020:  Food and Fellowship 
  

Feeding one another is one 
of the most delicious ways 
we show our love.   From 
the Lord’s Supper to the 
tables we set in VanMeter 
Hall for our monthly 
dinner for the food-
insecure, to our funeral 
luncheons and fellowship 
meals, we have shown our love by feeding one another and 

our community in the name of Christ for two centuries. 
 

This month, we honored that tradition by filling over 200 
"Have-a-Heart" bags for Kent Social Services and UYF 
conducted a “Souper Bowl” on Super Bowl Sunday to 
remember those without even a bowl of soup to eat, a 
fundraiser to support their summer mission trip. 
 

Boy Scout Troop 253, the oldest continually operating 
troop in Kent, led us in worship on Scout Sunday in 
conjunction with all the other Scout troops we are proud to 

provide a home for at Kent UCC.  After worship we enjoyed what is now our traditional 
Scout Pancake Supper!  And last but not least, a special Mardi Gras event was held Friday, 
February 21 featuring a Cajun-style dinner, mask making and live jazz.  



March 2020:  Faith Journeys 
 

Members shared their 
personal faith stories 
through our Kent UCC 
Story Corps. Our 
Lenten series focused 
on “Entering the 
Passion of Jesus: Picturing Ourselves in the Story.”  We 
also explored other faiths with a visit to the Islamic 
Society of Akron and Kent, where we experienced warm 
hospitality and participated in Khutba (a sermon and 

prayer).  Afterward, an imam spoke to our group about Islam.   
 

“We March On! Music of Social Justice” concert was held in our sanctuary on March 7 to an 
audience of almost 500. The Cleveland Chamber 
Choir joined Kent’s Theodore Roosevelt High School 
ChoralWorks commemorating the 50th Anniversary 
of the tragic events of May 4, 1970 on the campus 
of Kent State University.  

 

 
April 2020:  Global Service 

 

 
No one would have ever expected that we would be 
experiencing a global pandemic, COVID-19.  While our 
plans for global service projects could not be carried out, 
we commemorated the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day 
with a special Care for Creation worship service, 
recorded outside in God’s Great Cathedral.  Trees were 
delivered, thanks to our Green Team, to our entire 
congregation to contribute to our denomination’s challenge for all UCC congregations to 
plant 100 trees to combat climate change.   
 

As a proud “5 for 5 Congregation” we participated in the One Great Hour of Sharing special 
offering, supporting the relief, refugee and development mission of the United Church of 
Christ globally.   
 

Holy Week and Easter were observed in a way that we had never experienced before, 
keenly aware of how intimately connected we are as one human family.  The global health 
crisis has taught us that what affects one affects all. Our own health depends on the health 
of all, including our planet.  “When one suffers, we all suffer,” as the Apostle Paul wrote. 



May 2020:  Serving the Kent Community …  and Beyond 
 

We commemorated the 50th anniversary of the 
tragic events at Kent State University in 1970, 
remembering those who lost their lives and 
many in our own congregation and community 
who have committed to peacebuilding as a 
result.  Our worship service on May 3 began by 
our peace pole, right across the street from our 
cherished college campus.  
 

Even in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we have faithfully engaged in Christ’s service, 
reaching out to the “least of these” during what 
has been one of the most challenging times in 

many of our lives and in the life of our congregation.  It is not easy to be the dismembered 
body of Christ, scattered throughout the community, sheltered in our own homes as we 
wait and long for a coronavirus vaccine—but we have learned that the Church is not a 
building but truly its people.  The Church is us.  We are Christ to one another, wherever we 
are.  The Church is us acting as Christ’s hands and feet in a world needing the Good News. 
 

Thus, as the bad news of record unemployment hits home for many, we have faithfully 
contributed to our Community and Congregational Assistance Fund, ready to respond to 
the overwhelming needs of this crisis.  Food insecurity is also on the rise; our Community 
Outreach Meal never stopped but became carry-out, and our support for not only Kent 
Social Services but also the Akron Canton Regional Foodbank has been critical.  Ordered to 
“stay at home and stay safe”, our concern for those living in homes of abuse led us to reach 
out to offer more assistance to Safer Futures, our local domestic violence shelter.   
 

While we may not be worshiping in person, or studying or meeting together physically, our 
ministry has not at all come to a stop. 
Many have referred to churches “closing” 
but the Kent United Church of Christ has 
never closed; we may have shut the doors 
for a period to ensure our safety and well-
being, but we have never ceased to BE 
THE CHURCH. Our gospel mission and 
public witness have been stronger than 
ever as we respond to the killing of 
George Floyd and proclaim that Black 
Lives Matter.  We have taken to the 
streets, peacefully protesting and lifting 
our voices with all God’s siblings to cry out for a just world for all.   

 



As we bring our year-long Bicentennial Celebration to a close, we keep in mind that long 
before we had ever heard of COVID-19, we endured measles and polio outbreaks, 
Diphtheria, TB and the Spanish Influenza.  
 

There have been countless challenges over the course of 
these two centuries. And there will be more. But we are 
strong and resilient.  We are 201 years of stories:  births 
and baptisms, confirmations and communion, ministry 
and mission, service and study, weddings and worship, 
death and grief coupled with care and compassion and 
the comfort of belonging to a beloved community of 
Christ.  We are the Kent United Church of Christ.  
 

We are people of profound faith. 
 

We hope against hope.  
 

We are an Easter people  
who know the power of the Resurrection. 

 

 
This is what it means to Be the Church. 
 

 
 

Today—and for the next 200 years. 
 

“For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.” 
~Psalm 100:5 


