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An Open and Affirming, Accessible to All Congregation 

A Message from Our Pastor, the Rev. Amy Gopp 

Beloved of God, 

What a remarkable time it is to be alive! None of us 

could have anticipated what 2020 would bring. After years of 

looking with “2020 vision” to the future, making strategic plans 

and lofty goals, this year in our history is truly one for the 

ages—and it looks different than what anyone ever predicted. 

We still find ourselves mired in a global pandemic, the likes of 

which none of us have ever experienced. As unsettling and 

anxiety-producing as that has been, it has also been a time of 

realization that we are, for better or for worse, inextricably 

connected. My health depends on your health; your health impacts his health; his health 

influences her health. Our health is quite literally dependent on each other and how we care for 

ourselves and one another. If ever we longed for deeper insight into what it means to be the 

body of Christ, bound to each other in ways we cannot always see or understand but can sense 

and feel, we have been given a glimpse like never before. When one member of the body 

suffers, we all suffer with it, as Paul reminded us. I am grateful to our new COVID Advisory 

Team who will help us discern when and if it is safe to return to in-person worship and 

programming. Please know that decisions will be made with the entire community’s best interest 

and health in mind.  

 We also have new insights into the underlying viruses of injustice that COVID-19 has 

exposed. George Floyd’s deeply disturbing and unnecessary death marks a turning point not 

only in our country but also in each of our lives and in our congregation. I especially thank our 

UYF and Social Justice Committee for helping us all take up Jesus’ cause of justice. We are 

waking up to a new awareness of the virus of racism that plagues us. While we will never forget 

George Floyd’s name in particular, he is symbolic of all the Black lives we have lost to the white 

supremacy so deeply embedded in our ways of being and in the soul of this society that we’ve 

hardly been aware of it. This is the blindness of privilege. As difficult as this work is, it is 

undeniable that this is what we are being called to, dear friends. The Gospel demands it of us. It 

is terribly painful to recognize that you have been a part of a system, like it or not, that has 

oppressed other human beings for centuries. Each of us can do something to change that.  

 As we always say, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 

welcome here. The same goes for these conversations on faith and race. Whether you’re a 

long-time activist for racial justice or someone who is new to anti-racism work, you are welcome. 

I invite you all to join us for one of our movie discussion groups this summer, or one of our book 

studies, or the summer-long adult education class on “Covenantal Relationships” led by Kim 

Nagy and me. There are also countless offerings from our UCC wider denomination. If you 
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would like more information on helpful articles and books to read, documentaries and other films 

to watch, or local and national groups to participate in to learn more about how you can be a 

part of the solution, please let me know. I applaud what so many of you are doing to better 

inform and educate yourselves and to engage in honest conversation with each other. Please 

know that I am always here to talk to, offering a listening ear, a shoulder to cry on, and a safe 

place to ask questions. I am always available to pray with and for you and to join you in calling 

upon God to guide our way forward.  

 We may be the scattered body of Christ, but we are also united as one body doing our 

best to live according to God’s purpose for our lives and our world. Please don’t feel you are 

alone. These are difficult times, but we do have one another, and God is blessing this time in 

our lives in ways that I am convinced none of us can even yet imagine. Trust in the Lord.  

 

“But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:  

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end;  

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:21-23) 

 
Therefore we have hope! God’s faithful love is unending! As we learn and grow, wake up and 
repent, forgive and receive forgiveness, God’s mighty mercy is ours. Trust in God, dear ones, 
trust in the Lord our God who loves us no matter what.  
 
Loving you just as you are, 
Pastor Amy 
 

Moderator’s Message – Jaime Baughman 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

I urge you to explore some of the programs being offered through the church this summer!  

Beyond our virtual Sunday morning worship services, we have a new adult education class and 

monthly movie discussion groups that will certainly prove to be educational and insightful. You 

can find more information about those programs in our weekly UCC update that is emailed on 

Fridays. 

 

I am pleased to announce the council voted at its June meeting to change Kim Nagy's title from 

Director of Faith Formation to Minister of Faith Formation, reflecting her completion of the 

requirements for ordination. We look forward to officially celebrating Kim's ordination when the 

time is right. 

 

And finally, I would like to extend my sincerest gratitude to Pastor Amy for her continuing work 

on behalf of our congregation. These have been challenging times, and she has met them with 

grace!  I'm sure you join me in appreciation of the ongoing inspiration she offers to us all.  

 

Be well! 
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Bicentennial Year in Review 

Thanks to all our founders who participated in our June 14 Founders’ Day worship service! It 

has been a year for the history books, in more ways than we can count! Click here for our 

“Bicentennial Year in Review” to look back on our festive and memorable celebration.  

 
Time Capsule Project Begins – Jaime Baughman, Bicentennial Chair 
We are living in challenging, changing, and interesting times, and it comes on the heels of our 

200th birthday celebration. Thus, as a final "bicentennial" project, we will be creating a time 

capsule of this year's events for our future congregation.  Everyone is invited to participate.  

 

Over the next few months, think about what you would want to have in a time capsule. A 

newspaper article about COVID-19?  A photo of the "Black Lives Matter" sign in your front yard 

or of our UYF members participating in a protest in downtown Kent? A mask?   

 

When we come back together, we will collect these mementos and bury a time capsule. I'm 

extremely excited about this project and I hope you will be too. This is certainly a project for the 

ages! 

 

Diaconate Update – Don Bubenzer 

Greetings from all of your sister and brother deacons. Recently some of us got to see each 

other for the first time in many weeks as we picked up our Black Lives Matter signs in the front 

yard at church. There was a quickening of our Spirits as we greeted each other after a long 

absence and around such a Sacred cause as our love for all people and particularly the 

oppressed in the name of Jesus. A couple of weeks back several of us delivered flowers, 

prepared by the energetic Julie and Jimmie Wallace, to long-time members. Some flowers were 

left at doors and some were handed in person to those who met us at the door. At each stop we 

felt gratitude for these members and for all that are a part of this community of faith. Your 

deacons are involved in making calls to many. The flowers were a project of the Fellowship 

Ministry.  

 

Current projects of the Diaconate include preparing bread so that we may commune separately 

and yet together at our first worship service in July. Second, we would like to hear from those 

who are unable to participate in worship via YouTube. We have folks who will help you learn the 

process. If they have to repeatedly help you learn the process, that is okay. One of us, with the 

initials of JE, told me just this week that she has mastered the process. Good for you Joan. If 

you do not have the equipment to join, we still want to hear from you. We might be able to help 

you out. Finally, if you would like to hear from a deacon over the phone or via email or even a 

driveway visit, please get in touch with me at (330) 671-1015. Thanks, and peace to you in 

these uncertain times.  

 

Prayer List 

During this pandemic Pastor Amy has provided a weekly update on Friday mornings. It includes 

our worship bulletin, links to our worship services online, and other information on where to find 

help and how to help others during this time. One of the ways we are in constant communication 

and connection with one another is through the power of prayer. We will now include a prayer 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w49wS04Cew93MsoM401b-H1x1SZUIOKvi-4bp1Cd1CymA-yyj9_sxrHYalnoeEzOAV2gTmu1NnoDeIivkLT90WI8ey6EdxUO4gPEPlgO3CFhf6PH99tsOQGLpYfWOnqfTaXupKCCYIDv8JYqcoA_7GiKIrOLGDKDHlaPLXDBsuu8xQg9F93QIRv4iqCTttAe2FO2apbHxfzZ7NVLTogpj4DT6y_PdCD-T2jAMNSFwtM=&c=YN4k9AQSegbvj8D47JcWb8YJiUnvSiqLNXtrtWMVr-1gPNBTATRXGw==&ch=wF5yPtzuGFsJQw3phjwi5dfe6-rDVfIcyr3sRFLMMX3qOIc5GnY23w==
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list each week in our Friday update. If you would like to ask for prayer for yourself or someone 

else or for our community and world, please submit it on our new website by clicking the “Prayer 

Request” tab: https://kentucc.org/prayer or by letting our church office or Pastor Amy know.  

 

A Pastoral Word of Remembrance from Transitional Conference Minister 

  

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

This unusual time of COVID 19 multiplies our grief in 

many ways. Nowhere is that truer than when one we have 

loved has died. So, our beloved former Conference Minister, 

the Rev. Dr. Ralph Quellhorst has passed from our midst into 

the eternal embrace of our creator. Together with so many of 

you, I mourn his passing. Because of the limitations of this 

season of COVID 19, I want to share a pastoral and personal 

word that might otherwise have been shared at Ralph’s memorial service. 

 

On behalf of the whole conference, I extend our love, condolences and blessings to his family, 

our colleague in ministry, Mindy (Jeff), Cindy (Harry), Pam (Chris), and his grandsons, Brad, 

Rob, A.J. and Andy (Miranda). May God’s love and your memories of Ralph nourish and sustain 

you in the days, weeks, and years ahead. And may our love be an accompanying presence. 

 

Ralph’s life and love touched so many that it would be impossible to name the extent of the 

reach. Each of us who knew him or whose path crossed his knew that we had been in some 

way blessed and encouraged and strengthened. Ralph was a pastor in every sense of the word. 

No matter the context of his serving, he was driven by a love that fostered space for others to 

grow and for the love of Jesus Christ to take hold in the life of the world. His life experience 

awakened in him passions and commitments that benefited too many to name. Having had his 

world enlarged by going to Heidelberg College, he returned the blessing by serving as the 

longest-tenured trustee in the University’s history. 

 

Ralph once shared with me that his schooling was not only in the places of formal education 

where he was both student and teacher, but importantly through the many people with whom he 

had been privileged to work. Notably, he named the powerful influence of one the United 

Church Christ’s great African American leaders, the Rev. Dr. Reuben Sheares, whose 

presence, and love schooled him regarding racism and the importance of anti-racism work. 

 

Ralph was a mender of the world. He recognized that relationships of depth formed across the 

lines of nationalism or denomination or faith tradition were and are an essential ingredient in 

God’s formation of the beloved community. He was instrumental in the formation of the 

Kirchengemeinschaft relationship between the Ohio Conference and the Evangelical Church of 

Westphalia in Germany (a partnership that this year celebrates its 30th year). In 1991, Ralph 

 

Rev. Dr. Ralph Quellhorst 
August 12, 1937 – June 23, 2020 

https://kentucc.org/prayer
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went to Sri Lanka during its long civil war to be a witness in solidarity with our global partners, 

the Church of the American Ceylon Mission. In many other countries and settings Ralph was a 

sign of solidarity and encouragement, recognized in a special way with the John Calvin Award 

for Humanitarian Work presented at the World Congress of the Hungarian Reformed Church. 

 

Ralph’s personal experience often compelled his compassion. As a result of his family’s 

experience of a devastating tornado that destroyed the parsonage where they lived in Bluffton, 

Ohio, in 1965, Ralph was an instrumental advocate for the establishment of the United Church 

of Christ’s Disaster Response Ministry, as a ministry of the whole denomination, including this 

work in the life of the Conference. 

 

Most importantly, Ralph was one who knew how to make space for others to grow. I count 

myself among the many who were mentored and encouraged by him in my early days of 

ministry and more recently. Whether it was the invitation to be part of a support group of pastors 

serving renewing congregations or nurturing gifts for ministry in the wider church when I did not 

yet see them, I was blessed by Ralph, as were so many others. The United Church of Christ 

has lost a great pastoral leader, theologian, and friend. But the legacy of his love remains. What 

a gift! Thanks be to God! Godspeed, Ralph! Well done, good and faithful servant. 

 

With a grateful heart, 

Rev. David Long-Higgins 

Transitional Conference Minister Heartland Conference, United Church of Christ 

 
Faith Formation News – Kim Nagy 
What does faith formation have to do with dismantling the systems of racism that are part of the 

fabric of the United States of America? In my opinion, it has a lot to do with it. As a person of 

faith who claims to follow Jesus, I know that I follow a brown-skinned, Middle Eastern man who 

stood up for women, the poor, prisoners, orphans, widows, or anyone, for that matter, who was 

deprived of experiencing the fullness of God’s kin-dom on earth. As a Christian, a Christ-

follower, I know that I must do the same and fight for justice for marginalized groups today so 

that we can all get a taste of God’s kin-dom together.  

 

Of course, that means a lot of learning and listening must take place. This summer, I am 

committing, with Kent United Church of Christ, to learn and listen so that I might help dismantle 

the systems of racism in our country and world. That means a lot of reading, a lot of 

documentary-watching, a lot of listening to black people tell about their own experiences, and a 

lot of standing back and lifting up black voices.  

 

I hope you’ll join me. Pastor Amy, the Social Justice Ministry, and I have been organizing many 

faith formation opportunities for learning and listening this summer, including a film series, book 

study, conversations around documentaries, and a children’s book rotation. You’ll find more 

information about these opportunities in these pages, in our weekly updates, and on Facebook. 

If you want to know more about them directly, feel free to contact me. 
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Let us work together, as people of faith, to love God and one another through our justice-

seeking and peacebuilding! 

 

Adult Education Class 
Covenantal Restoration:  A 12 Session Film Series on Faith and Race 
This class is co-facilitated by Pastor Amy and Faith Formation Director Kim Nagy on 

Sunday, June 21 from 9:00 - 9:45 am through September 6 on Zoom. Please let Kim 

know you will be attending the class to receive the videos and materials. You’ll watch a 

short video in advance of each week’s class. You can attend any or all of the sessions. 

Racism and oppression have a long and painful past and present and are an open, 

aching human wound that reflects a fracture in our relationship with God. Understanding 

how it was promoted and is still alive and playing out in the construct of our beliefs and 

systems and structures is the beginning of caring for this wound. In this series on faith 

and race we pray God would bring you hope, renew your mind, enliven your spirit, and 

gift you with the virtues of the Divine’s own heart. May God strengthen your stand, 

inspire your movement towards God’s dream for humanity, and increase Kin-dom 

square footage with each step you make in Love.  

 

Book Study 

So, you want to talk about race? Great, let’s get started! Starting July 2, Jen Case will 

host a book study via Zoom on Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. Ijeoma Oluo is the author of So 

You Want to Talk About Race, which delves into what racism is and what it looks like in 

this country. It helps us recognize how we are complicit and gives us the language to 

dialogue with friends and family. If interested in joining, please email Jen at 

imjenlee@hotmail.com. Then, order the book and read the introduction and first two 

chapters by the start date. 

 

Movie Discussion Groups this Summer 
Thanks to all who joined our discussion about the documentary 13th on June 24. If you 

weren’t able to join the group but want to watch the film, it can be found on Netflix and 

on YouTube (for free!). We highly encourage everyone in our congregation to watch 

this important and eye-opening film.  

 

o Just Mercy 

Based on the book Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan 

Stevenson, this movie expresses the power of mercy and the evil that is our 

current criminal justice system. This film is currently downloadable for free, but 

only until the end of this month of June:  https://justmercyfull.com/. Please watch 

the film or read the book by Tuesday, July 21. Join a discussion about “Just 

Mercy” on Wednesday, July 22 at 7 p.m. on Zoom. 

 

o American Son  

This film is currently on Netflix. Based on the Broadway play of the same name, it 

is a searing perspective on what it means to be Black in America. Please watch 

https://justmercyfull.com/
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the film by Tuesday, August 18. Join a discussion about “American Son” on 

Wednesday, August 19 at 7 p.m. on Zoom. 

 

Children’s Book Rotation 

We know that it is never too early to begin to talk with children about race. With the 

guidance of Sue Otterson, our resident librarian, several children’s books have been 

purchased for Kent United Church of Christ to use as a summer book rotation. Each 

book was written by a black author and features black characters. Families will receive a 

book each week before disinfecting it and passing it along to the next family. At the end 

of the summer, the books will take up residence in the church library on the lower level. 

To participate in the book rotation, contact Kim Nagy.  

 
Social Justice and Advocacy Ministry 
The past few weeks have brought significant 

awareness to issues of racial justice. Kent UCC 

members and youth have participated in various 

marches, protests, and vigils. Thanks to the initiative of 

Frank Hairston, we had Black Lives Matter signs 

available and distributed over 150 of them recently. We 

still have some signs left—if you’d like one, contact the 

church office at office@kentucc.org or by phone, and 

we’ll make arrangements to deliver one. Signs are $10 

each, with proceeds benefitting the Social Justice 

Ministry. They'll help you make a statement of support and solidarity in your neighborhood.  

 

As you’ve read elsewhere in the newsletter, we have three opportunities this summer to further 

our learning and dialogue about race: 

 Sunday morning class on “Covenantal Restoration” – 12 weeks 

 Monthly movie discussion groups June 24, July 22, and August 19 

 Book Study on “So, You Want to Talk About Race” on Thursday nights starting July 2 

 

We hope you’ll take advantage of one or more of these opportunities to share and gain new 

perspectives. 

 

Apostle Build Update – Terri Silver 
We have some news on the Apostles Build Habitat House. The 

home will now be going to the Hummel-Tucker family. 

 
Habitat for Humanity of Portage County welcomes the Hummel-

Tucker family to the Habitat home build program, as well as our 

area Apostle Build. They are a family of four. They have a 20-

year-old daughter and a 6-year-old daughter. The family is 

currently living in sub-standard housing and need a forever home 

to help them improve their lives. They are living in a mobile home 

park in a trailer. The trailer has very thin walls which are causing 

mailto:office@kentucc.org
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two significant issues. One pertains to climate control; the second is sound/safety.  

The most pressing issue for the family is loss of money from this living situation. In desperate 

need of a forever home, they sought a trailer rental which offered “rent to own” options. The 

mobile home was sold to them for $48,000, but with the interest they are paying, the total will 

come out to be $150,000 after they finally pay it off. Between the lot rent and the trailer 

payment, this family is paying a whopping $770 a month for a trailer with thin walls in an unsafe 

area. This family is incredibly excited to a be a part of the Apostle Build and more importantly, 

very grateful. We are excited to welcome them to the program! 

Rummage Sale Cancelled – Glenn Hanniford 

After reviewing the prospect of being able to have a safe and manageable rummage sale this 

September with the COVID-19 virus still around, the Rummage Sale Committee decided we 

should not pursue a sale this year. While we were disappointed, this the right thing to do. The 

decision is in line with the church’s policy of not using the church building through Labor Day 

and possibly beyond, the Association’s recommendations about using the church for group 

meetings, and the State of Ohio’s rules about large gathering. We have tentatively set 

September 17 and 18, 2021 as sale dates for next year. Hopefully COVID-19 will be a memory! 

 

If you have been saving donations for the rummage sale, thank you. If you are willing to store 

items until next year, please do so; otherwise you might want to donate your items to an 

appropriate local agency for repurposing. 

 

Stewardship News - Karen Carmany 

Representatives of Stewardship met with members of the Finance Ministry to discuss the 

capabilities of the new Engage online giving system recently adopted by Kent UCC. Hopefully, 

members have created a new “Engage” account. It is a very user-friendly system. If you are 

having difficulty setting up Engage and need some assistance, please leave a message at the 

church office.  

 The Stewardship Ministry thanks those who have continued to support the vision and 

mission of our church through your donations.  

 We encourage our members to continue to follow the COVID-19 guidelines to stay 

healthy. 

 “May we continue to have the courage to learn about racism, to accept our part in it, and 

speaking truth to ensure that all God’s children of all colors inherit their birthright now!” 

Nayiri Karjian, Association General Minister, June 11, 2020 

 #Black Lives Matter #Love #Social Justice 

Hospitality and Membership Update – Eileen West and Gayle Wall 
Our ministry met via Zoom in May to discuss our role during these challenging times. We had a 

meaningful discussion of activities/efforts we could facilitate to help our church family stay 

connected. Several possible opportunities were discussed and planned. Meanwhile the social 

justice unrest has appropriately been our church’s focus, with important conversations, 

reflections, educational opportunities, and actions occurring. We hope that in the next few 

weeks you will receive information about Kent UCC activities that will allow us to connect in 
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creative ways. Here is a hint:  Baby/childhood pictures!  We send greetings to our members and 

our encouragement to hang in there, stay safe and “Be the Church!” Blessings to you! 

 
Stephen Ministry – Sue Otterson 

Although we are not doing much face-to-face meeting these days, 

your Stephen Ministry team is here for you, even if it is just to chat 

about what may seem like a small problem at the time. Please 

reach out to me or to Pastor Amy, or any of the Stephen Ministers, 

and we will help you out. If you know of someone who could use a 

call, reach out as well. We want to extend our care to all!  

After just two sessions, our current training class had to go on hiatus, and we are looking 

forward to restarting when we can. If you’ve given it some thought and would like to join that 

class, let me know! All the training materials have been freshly updated, and I am looking 

forward to getting a fresh start with them. This could indeed be an exciting time to join us. 

PFLAG July Meeting - Zoom 

The next PFLAG meeting will be held virtually on Tuesday, July 7 at 6 p.m. through Zoom. This 

will be an open dialogue meeting to allow everyone to do a personal check-in. Anyone wanting 

to attend should contact Michael Spayd at euchre1@roadrunner.com for login information. Any 

questions about PFLAG can be forwarded to Michael Spayd or Pastor Amy.  

Adult Small Groups 

We have several small groups that are a great way to build meaningful relationships and have 

fun! Given the virus outbreak, our groups generally will not meet in person, although some are 

meeting via Zoom. Look for future meetings for our women’s fellowship groups, men’s 

breakfasts, Men Baking Bread, book group, Bagels and Books, Mahjong, yoga, and more. We 

will all be so glad when it’s safe to resume our gatherings! 

 

Youth Group News – Kim Nagy 

J-Walkers 

The J-Walkers are planning an outing to Midway Drive-In Theater in Ravenna on Saturday, July 

18. Physical distancing will be required, and the movie will be announced as the time 

approaches. For more information or to sign up to go, please contact Kim Nagy.  

United Youth Force  

United Youth Force tried something completely new during this pandemic season--a virtual 

mission trip! Since the mission trip to Washington, D.C., 

was cancelled, seventeen youth got on Zoom four times 

during the mission trip week to hear a variety of speakers.  

 

UYF kicked off their mission trip week by participating in a 

Black Lives Matter march in Kent on June 6. This was the 

perfect way to begin a week of learning about justice and 

service. On Sunday, June 7, participants gathered on 

Zoom to play a game and learn about the week to come. 

mailto:euchre1@roadrunner.com
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On Monday, June 8, Uriel and Wilson joined us from Immokalee, Florida. They talked about the 

Coalition of Immokalee Workers and the Fair Food Alliance. We learned about ways that 

farmers can be easily taken advantage of and how CIW has stepped in to remedy many of 

those issues. We also learned that several grocery stores and fast food restaurants have 

committed to the Fair Food Alliance, which makes sure that farmers are treated fairly and paid 

well. Wendy’s is one of the major fast food chains that refuses to join the Fair Food Alliance. 

 

On Tuesday, June 9, Becca 

Borrelli, an artist from Texas, 

joined us to lead us in a 

contemplative drawing practice. It 

really helped to relieve stress and 

reminded us that we can find the 

divine in creativity and in “the 

pause.”  

 

On Wednesday, June 10, Drew 

and Hazel talked to us about 

Queerantine Camp. Drew and 

Hazel, who identify as transgender and queer 

respectively, started Queerantine Camp when the 

pandemic started to engage LGBTQ+ youth who need 

extra support during this time. The have virtual campers 

from all over the country and world! 

 

On Thursday, June 10, Maddie Gordon graciously joined 

us and shared about her experiences in Washington, 

D.C., while she was studying there for a semester in 

college. She also talked about what it was like to intern 

for Congressman Tim Ryan, and she even gave valuable 

advice to our seniors about to go away to college. 

 

On Friday, June 11, UYF joined together in the church 

parking lot for a social distance gathering. We elected new officers for the year, ate ice cream, 

and exchanged gifts for our secret friends. Welcome to our new co-presidents, Will Moody and 

Leah Bennington, and to our new UYF officers, Lizzie Lohman, Claire Laux, and Ben Pazderak! 

 

Call for Confirmation 

If you have a student who will be an 8th grader in the fall and is interested in participating in the 

2020-2021 Confirmation class, please reach out to Kim Nagy no later than July 31. A 

parent/student meeting occur in August.  

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Sandy Roeger 

Do you like to knit or crochet?  Are you interested in creating prayer shawls?  Prayer shawls are 

a gift of love given to someone who is going through change in their lives. Maybe an illness or a 
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death in the family. Possibly a new job or a new baby. A prayer shawl can help a person's 

attitude about what they are facing, and it can do the same for you as you create them. 

I would like to start a prayer shawl ministry at Kent Church. When we are able to meet again, we 

can gather at the church once a month, put on a pot of coffee or tea and have fun together 

knitting or crocheting. Of course you would keep working at home too. For right now you can 

start at home. It will keep you from being so bored while we are stuck in the house. 

If you are interested, please contact me and I can give you the instructions. When we get to 

meet we can teach others to knit or crochet too. I can be reached at (330) 688-2331 

or rroeger@neo.rr.com 

They don't have to be perfect, only made with love!  Remember nothing is perfect but God. 

Treasurer's Report - Kay Hansford 

  
Income       $ 12,949.94                YTD   $ 257,930.72 
Expenses   $ 18,729.94                          $ 185,767.08 
Balance      -$5,7800.00                          $   71,663.64 
 
We have been able to expense all of our PPP loan of $59,100 to our payroll expenses and our 
utilities for the 8-week period beginning April 20, 2020. We will be going through the process of 
asking for this loan to be forgiven. It certainly was a big help to us during this pandemic, and we 
are very grateful to all those involved in helping receive this loan.  
 
Also, because of the pandemic Cheri has moved her office to her home. She still receives 
phone messages through her emails. You might not be aware that she only cuts the checks, a 
church officer needs to sign them. Because of us not being in the same building, we need to 
make arrangements to sign checks. We certainly will work out emergency requests, but if you 
are able to give her several days notice for a check, it makes our process much easier. Thank 
you.  
 

July Birthdays 

02 Andrew Saltzman, Jason Wills  05 Marilyn Barbour  08 Jerry Baldwin, Savanna Wills   

09 Ann Carlson, Erin West, Jeanie Wills  10 Lori Babbey, William Fisher, Jackie Peck   

11 Lawrence Prichard  12 J. Robert Horner, Jeanne Oliver  16 Mary Maske, Ann Stone-Meyer 

17 Frank Hairston 18 Pam Mudrak  20 Kathy Dorr  23 Rick Cannon, Tracey Lohman 

24 Rachel Baughman, Angie Livengood-Fehr  25 Katie Fowler  26 Sarah Ketchum   

27 Beth Knorr, Nicholas Rusanowsky  28 Robert Carlson, Carol George  30 Lynn Gregor 

 

Sundays in July 

July 5: Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube 

    

July 12: Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube 
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July 19: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube 

 

July 26: Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube 

 

How to Reach Us   

Kent UCC  |  1400 East Main Street  |  Kent, OH  44240 

Phone: 330.673.9534  |  Fax: 330.673.8828 

office@KentUCC.org  |  Facebook @ KentUnitedChurchOfChrist 

 

Office Hours:  Staff are primarily working from home during Covid-19 crisis. 

Please note summer office hours are from 9am – 2pm. 

 

The Messenger is published monthly and circulated online and in print. Articles and other items 

for publication in this newsletter should be submitted to the church office by e-mail: 

office@kentucc.org. The deadline for the August issue is Friday, July 17 at noon. 

 

OUR MISSION: 

Enlivened by the grace of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

Kent United Church of Christ does justice, embraces faithful love, and walks humbly 

with our God to serve and transform lives, our community and the world. (Micah 6:8) 

 

 

                                                Staff Contacts 

   

Rev. Amy C. Gopp 

Senior Minister 

PastorAmy@KentUCC.org  

Corey Fowler 

Director of Music 

CFowler1@Kent.edu  

Kimberly Nagy 

Minister of Faith Formation 

KNagy@KentUCC .org 

   

Cheri Mikula 

Financial Administrator 

CMikula@KentUCC.org 

Leah Davis 

Admin. Assistant 

LDavis@KentUCC.org  

Don Deibler 

Custodian 

via Office@KentUCC.org 

   

   

mailto:office@KentUCC.org
mailto:Office@KentUCC.org
mailto:PastorAmy@KentUCC.org
mailto:CFowler1@Kent.edu
mailto:Office@KentUCC.org
mailto:office@KentUCC.org

