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A Message from Our Senior Pastor, Rev. Gopp 

Beloved of God,  
 

As I met with my colleagues from the Living Water 

Association to plan our Ash Wednesday service, it was hard 

to believe that one year had passed since we last gathered 

together in our own sanctuary.  We were just about to 

“Enter the Story” of the passion of Jesus when a global 

pandemic stopped us in our tracks, and our Lenten season 

was disrupted in ways none of us could have ever 

imagined.  With the ashes of our burnt palm leaves from 

2019, mixed with a special glue-like substance, we painted 

a canvas. “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 

shall return,” I reminded each one of you as you came forth 

to receive the ashes on your foreheads.  Ash Wednesday begins Lent with this invitation to face 

our fragility as human beings; it forces us to confront our own mortality.  And then you walked to 

the easel, picked up the paintbrush, and painted a stroke or two of the ash mixture onto the 

white canvas.  By the end of worship, we had created a new work of art, unique in its design 

and boasting a strange beauty that contained all of our imprints.  Beauty out of brokenness.  Art 

out of ashes.  Something new out of old, dry branches.   
 

And so it has lasted throughout this past year.  We have been living “Lent” for over a year now, 

forced to face the human condition of what has always been inevitable but perhaps never so 

close and clear—that we, yes all of us, are mere mortals, finite beings whose time on this earth 

will come to an end.  Let us not waste this crisis.  Let us not miss this opportunity to pay 

attention to what has shown up for us in this harrowing yet hallowed time.  Let us not move 

forward without having learned something, without having grown as a result of the profound 

challenges before us.  As David Hollis of the Clergy Coaching Network said, “In the rush to 

return to normal, use this time to consider which parts of normal are worth rushing back to.”   
 

“In the rush to return to normal,  

use this time to consider which parts of normal  

are worth rushing back to.” 
 

An Open and Affirming, Accessible to All Congregation 
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So much has shifted in the world, including all that has shifted in your lives. We are living 

through a significant cultural shift and the Church has been profoundly impacted.  Church will 

not look or sound the same as it once did.  We have been granted an indescribable opportunity 

to hit “reset” and reboot.  While the world spins seemingly out of control and our own country 

struggles over the inequities among us demanding our full attention, we have been forced to our 

knees.  Perhaps this time has been a wake-up call so that we at last understand that we are 

only human.  Ashes to ashes, dust to dust.  It is God who transcends this human condition and 

who calls us to live into our higher selves—able to see and honor the humanity in each other.   
 

By the end of this pandemic, we will have created a new work of art, unique in its design and 

boasting a strange beauty that contains all our imprints.  Beauty out of brokenness.  Art out of 

ashes.  Something new out of old, dry branches. 

Recovery and healing out of dis-ease and division. 

This Lent, may you embrace humanity—yours and 

everyone else’s—and surrender to God’s 

transcendent power. May you believe in Christ’s 

healing compassion.  And as you consider which 

parts of “normal” are worth rushing back to, may you 

open yourself to the divine guidance of the Holy 

Spirit to bring about new life. 
 

In the Power of the Gospel, 

Pastor Amy  

† 
 

What Does it Mean to Be a “5 for 5” Church? 

Mother Teresa once said, “God gives us things to share; he doesn’t give us things to keep.”  

Our church is always searching for ways to “Be the Church” and give back to our local 

community and the community at large. Our efforts extend from our monthly community meals, 

to our Habitat for Humanity Build, to our Have a Heart food drive, to our youth’s summer mission 

trips, and so much more. Indeed, we have an exceedingly generous congregation. 

       
One of the important ways we contribute to the community at large is through our special 

mission offerings. In the United Church of Christ, if you contribute to all four special mission 

offerings (One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, The 

Christmas Fund) and give to Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM) Basic Support, then your 

church is designated a ‘5 for 5 congregation’. The status of ‘5 for 5’ means that our church is a 

leader with only one third of all UCC churches sharing this honor. Our OCWM support is 

$20,000 of our church budget this year. Each of the four special offerings is held at a specific 

time and is designated for a specific cause.  

  *One Great Hour of Sharing (4th Sunday in Lent/March 14, 2021) 

  This offering goes to international programs in health, education, agricultural 

  development, emergency relief, refugee ministries, and both international and 

  domestic relief. OGHS is the primary way we support global efforts. 
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           *Strengthen the Church (Pentecost Sunday/May 23, 2021) 

  This offering funds efforts to reimagine and build the future of the United Church  

 of Christ, largely by supporting youth ministries and full-time leaders for new  

  churches in parts of the country where the UCC voice has not yet been heard. 

          *Neighbors in Need (First Sunday of October/World Communion Sunday/October 3, 

  2021) 

  This offering supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 

  United States. One-third of the funds support the Council for American Indian 

  Ministries and two-thirds are used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness ministries  

  to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service  

  projects through grants. 

           *The Christmas Fund for Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund (Sunday  

  before Christmas/ December 19, 2021) 

  This offering provides direct financial assistance to retired and active United  

  Church of Christ authorized ministers and lay employees and their surviving  

  spouses, including pension and premium supplementation, emergency 

  assistance, and Christmas thank-you checks. 

Throughout the year listen for announcements about upcoming 5 for 5 offerings so we can 

participate in these life-changing offerings. As noted, our first 5 for 5 offering will be Sunday, 

March 14, for One Great Hour of Sharing. The needs of our greater community are significant 

and more numerous than ever. “From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be 

required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded.” 

(Luke 12:48) 

       

Moderator’s Message – Jeff Roeger 
Inclusion-Participation-Ideas-Communicating-Understanding-Energy (Qi)-Healing-

Witnessing……..Living Through Our Mission... As a follower of Jesus Christ and in serving 

Christ’s Church I am inspired by touching on one or more of these topics throughout the coming 

months.  

 

I would like to propose a question around Inclusion and Participation. How often, how 

comfortable are you with using our Engage Directory? Can you use all the functionality? Do you 

have it saved on your computer desktop for easy access? Know how to attach a photo to it?  

Connectivity is such a huge piece of who we are! Do we talk to each other about our church, our 

mission, our joys, concerns and yes, our pain? You will see me use the letters, IWK (I wish I 

knew) that there is not one member who does not have the ability to reach out or be reached! 

Now more than ever we encourage connectivity among our membership.  

 

Please feel free to give me your feedback, (330) 808-1445 or jfroeger@sbcglobal.net.  

If you leave a message I will be responding quickly.  

 

Blessings to you all,  

Jeff 

 

 

mailto:jfroeger@sbcglobal.net
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Easter Baskets for Children – Outreach Ministry 

Our local mission partner Kent Social Services is receiving donations of Easter baskets for 

children 10 and younger. It is requested that the baskets are gender neutral and filled with items 

valued around $10-$15. Some suggested items for the baskets are: small stuffed animals, 

candy, bubbles, markers or crayons, coloring books, sidewalk chalk, Pez dispensers, puzzles, 

books, egg coloring kits, bagged snacks, outdoor toys, and play dough. Baskets should be 

dropped off to Kent Social Services by March 26. Drop off hours are 9am-3pm Monday through 

Friday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Capsule Reminder!       

The pile of items for our Time Capsule is  
growing!  Everyone is invited to participate in 

our time capsule project. What speaks to you 

about this unique and challenging time in our 

history? Maybe it's a newspaper article or a 

photo... or even a mask. 

Please save the items for our Kent UCC time 

capsule.  You can leave them in the Blue Box 

next to the church office doors, mail them to the 

church or give me a call or email to arrange for 

pick-up.  We will plan to bury a time capsule 

when we come back together! 

Jaime Baughman, Bicentennial Chairperson 

Sjbaughman1@gmail.com/330-256-5899 
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Joys and Concerns – NEW! 

It has been nearly a year since we gathered together. We scan the Zoom meetings for the 

familiar faces, but it isn’t the same.  We want to hear more about what is happening in your 

lives.  The important stuff!  This is a space where you can share personal news with your UCC 

family.  A new baby?  A relocation?  A marriage?  Health updates?  Please email: 

tsilveruccmessenger@gmail.com and let us know of those joys and concerns that you would 

like to share.  We want to celebrate with you, and we would also like to pray with you. The best 

part of Kent United Church of Christ will always be the people who call this “my church”.  Let us 

know what’s new! 

 

Yay Pastor Kim!  We celebrate you! 
Our leadership team met recently to 

sign the Call Agreement approved at 

our January Congregational meeting 

for Pastor Kim, making her officially our 

"Minister of Faith Formation!"  In case 

you don't recognize the people behind 

the masks, they are (left to right) Sally 

Saltzman, Treasurer; Jeff Roeger, 

Moderator; Barb Hanniford, Clerk and 

Pastor Kim. 

 

 

 

Rev. Kim Nagy named as AUCE New 

Shoots Award Winner 

 

The Association of United Church Educators 

has been supporting Christian educators in the 

UCC since 1971. This year, their 50th, they are 

honoring one of Heartland’s own with the first 

ever New Shoots Award. Rev. Kim Nagy, 

Minister of Faith Formation for Kent UCC, will be 

recognized as the New Shoots award winner 

during AUCE’s Virtual 50th Celebration (you can 

register to attend here: https://www.auce-

ucc.org/50th-anniversary). As the New Shoots Award winner, Rev. Nagy is recognized for being 

a passionate, innovative faith formation practitioner.  

 

Rev. Nagy has been not only an AUCE member, but a vocal participant in their regional 

offshoot, the Great Lakes Association of United Church Educators, GLAUCE (also referred to by 

the shorthand, “glaw-see”). About being a nimble innovator in faith formation, she says, 

“Networks are key. Being part of AUCE and GLAUCE has been foundational. The networks 

have formed me for ministry. This award is for all of us in the networks; everyone has 

mailto:tsilveruccmessenger@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yO-h4mMTbfPBRV4AY7MPdOvSHO_NAYWRTHPVK7j0yPuJ2ZzWXYkXLUVzqI-iBRAvYfueatirYe5VvzX8nA1_B_E--3g99I_Mgc2GZ5Gkcsy-6Bu1ZaaaHb0pZNGG8CTtlWlY-ltSgjXBC3j-bz1KfAcv2XdRRpUwTaaxWO6xYjw=&c=nUx8wSnYXY76x6yTqMVzG56C_MC1QkwaXKxZ9qY4h8Am3cS3FCknTA==&ch=lmpIIKo1ts1wFuX6S9Ha8ZnPzu7KLt1UFqVd5r35aZ758BHKDnx-xA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yO-h4mMTbfPBRV4AY7MPdOvSHO_NAYWRTHPVK7j0yPuJ2ZzWXYkXLUVzqI-iBRAvYfueatirYe5VvzX8nA1_B_E--3g99I_Mgc2GZ5Gkcsy-6Bu1ZaaaHb0pZNGG8CTtlWlY-ltSgjXBC3j-bz1KfAcv2XdRRpUwTaaxWO6xYjw=&c=nUx8wSnYXY76x6yTqMVzG56C_MC1QkwaXKxZ9qY4h8Am3cS3FCknTA==&ch=lmpIIKo1ts1wFuX6S9Ha8ZnPzu7KLt1UFqVd5r35aZ758BHKDnx-xA==
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encouraged me to try new things.” Indeed, she credits online gatherings of educators and faith 

formation lay leaders and authorized ministers over this last year as a source of near constant 

new ideas and novel ways of carrying on with robust faith formation practices. This strange 

season is a boon, she says, because these leaders have been “forced to be innovative in a way 

that we’ve talked about for years” due to pandemic restrictions. 

 

And what innovation has this time of social distancing encouraged? “It’s built relationships that 

are more intimate with the families we serve and has made us consider how we are resourcing 

these families,” Rev. Nagy said. “I think we are in a new reformation now.” The highlights of this 

faith formation (perhaps church-wide) reformation, she says, are the realization that faith 

formation is happening at home as well as at church, that we need to have accessibility woven 

into the work we do forming people in faith, that virtual is not only an option in desperate times, 

and that adults and children both crave faith formation tools.  

 

Rev. Nagy’s colleague, Rev. Amy Gopp, the senior pastor at the Kent UCC, appreciates Rev. 

Nagy’s spark, “"Kim is that rare combination of heart and head. Her creativity is rivaled only by 

her kindness and compassion. Beloved by our children, youth, young adults, families, and 

seniors alike, Rev. Kim Nagy embodies her faith and humbly guides others to do the same. She 

is a true servant of God." Rev. Nagy says about her work, “I love watching the light bulbs go on.” 

If you, too, like to see people light up with new faith understanding and are looking for a network 

of like-minded people to engage the work, check out the AUCE web site 

here: https://www.auce-ucc.org/, and the GLAUCE page here: https://www.auce-ucc.org/great-

lakes.  

 

 
 

 
Through March 24: Midweek Lenten Bible Study Wednesdays at 7pm 

Through March 25: Anti-Racism Book Club Thursdays at 7pm  

Through March 28: “Mindful Silence” contemplative practices Sunday mornings at 9am 

April 7 – May 12: Re-Membering the Church: Conversations Around Mental Health and       

          Addiction – Wednesday evenings 

April 11 – May 2: “The New Jim Crow” Book Study Facilitated by: Dr. Sunny Matthews  

         Sunday afternoons 

 
Faith Formation Updates – Rev. Kim Nagy 
I was walking the shores of Lake Erie on a warm spring day in 2015 when I noticed two women 

walking the beach, brows furled, and combing through the sand. Hoping I might be able to help 

them find what they were looking for, I approached slowly and asked, “Did you lose something?” 

They looked up with smiles, and I noticed for the first time the jars of sparkly gems they were 

carrying. No, they told me. They were just looking for beach glass. It was a weekly ritual, and 

the fruits of their labors were turned into jewelry and sold on Etsy. 

 

Upcoming Dates (details within this Messenger) 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yO-h4mMTbfPBRV4AY7MPdOvSHO_NAYWRTHPVK7j0yPuJ2ZzWXYkXLRFqPeR-_TNunvpgmQ7Wv2tS4v3Khyk7KHcR8Fe06BC4pnhQOCarhyrvXW3e-RA9awth-eO6RKhLleUh0_DnmSiXV2ibKa_6SA==&c=nUx8wSnYXY76x6yTqMVzG56C_MC1QkwaXKxZ9qY4h8Am3cS3FCknTA==&ch=lmpIIKo1ts1wFuX6S9Ha8ZnPzu7KLt1UFqVd5r35aZ758BHKDnx-xA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yO-h4mMTbfPBRV4AY7MPdOvSHO_NAYWRTHPVK7j0yPuJ2ZzWXYkXLRQkA_FF46hb_aVjcx1mIGKkNySXjPujBwIXzi0wrsmOpy2mgUiOUVEBsgQapOIALHljXXhMpPx38GOt0qqTe40Tm2p8Kja99KgVJ7VNoz04&c=nUx8wSnYXY76x6yTqMVzG56C_MC1QkwaXKxZ9qY4h8Am3cS3FCknTA==&ch=lmpIIKo1ts1wFuX6S9Ha8ZnPzu7KLt1UFqVd5r35aZ758BHKDnx-xA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yO-h4mMTbfPBRV4AY7MPdOvSHO_NAYWRTHPVK7j0yPuJ2ZzWXYkXLRQkA_FF46hb_aVjcx1mIGKkNySXjPujBwIXzi0wrsmOpy2mgUiOUVEBsgQapOIALHljXXhMpPx38GOt0qqTe40Tm2p8Kja99KgVJ7VNoz04&c=nUx8wSnYXY76x6yTqMVzG56C_MC1QkwaXKxZ9qY4h8Am3cS3FCknTA==&ch=lmpIIKo1ts1wFuX6S9Ha8ZnPzu7KLt1UFqVd5r35aZ758BHKDnx-xA==
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Well, that was the first time I had ever heard of beach glass, but I was hooked! Every time I had 

the chance to walk the beach thereafter my eyes grazed the sand for shimmers of green and 

brown glass, squealing if I was able to find a rare red or blue. I found myself wondering--has this 

tumbled to shore from one of the many shipwrecks in Lake Erie? Perhaps it was just a bottle 

tossed into the sea. Regardless of its origins, it was tossed and turned into something beautiful 

despite its harrowing journey. 

 

This Lent, we have the opportunity to ponder our own journeys and how we can recover, 

especially from the perils of the last year. Certainly, it has given us a few rough edges, maybe 

some more gray hairs, and definitely a new appreciation for healing, but as we recover and 

emerge, we are able to see the beauty amidst it all. As we come to Easter Sunday, we are 

reminded that transformation is beautiful, even if something has been broken into many pieces. 

And….and...we are loved by the One who knows all of our brokenness. 

 

Join us! You are invited to engage in worship, a Sunday morning Mindful Silence class, a 

Wednesday evening Bible study, a prayer vigil, devotionals, prayer stations, Holy Week 

worship, and so much more. The business of faith formation is knowing that learning about your 

faith is an ongoing process. I hope you will be able to examine your own broken pieces this Lent 

and discover just how beautiful they really are....how beautiful you really are. 

 

Pastor Kim 

Minister of Faith Formation 

 

Children’s Education 

Weekly emails with faith formation lessons engage families in the topic of the week. If you would 

like to receive these weekly emails, email knagy@kentucc.org. 

 

J-Walkers (Middle School Ministry) 

In February, a few of our middle school students participated in the “Share the Love” event on 

Valentine’s Day, where they dropped off little gifts for people in our church community. They 

gathered on Zoom February 28 for games and discussion.  

 

To stay updated on J-Walkers activities, get on the email list by contacting Pastor Kim. You can 

also join the J-Walkers Remind 101 group to receive text updates by texting @jwalkers2 to 

81010. 

 

United Youth Force (High School Ministry) 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! With your help, United Youth Force filled the vestibule with 

bags of non-perishable food for Kent Social Services on February 7. Several children made 

Valentine cards, and even decorated their bags, to show others just how much they’re loved. 

Thank you to our Outreach Ministry who delivered the bags Monday morning!  

 

Several UYF members also went into the community on February 14 to “Share the Love” with 

some of our church members by dropping off baked goods, baskets of gifts, and flowers.  

 

mailto:knagy@kentucc.org
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We have a faithful core group who shows up each month to help pack and distribute community 

meals. This month, Glenn Hanniford’s Rummage Sale Chili recipe warmed up the community.  

Finally, we were able to join singer/songwriter Andra Moran on Zoom with youth from St. John’s 

UCC in Elmore, Ohio, and Christ UCC in Orrville, Ohio, to write a song we hope to share with 

the Kent UCC community in the coming weeks! 

 

Coming Up: 

March 7: Born a Crime Book Study Part I 

March 14: Born a Crime Book Study Part II 

March 21: Community Meal 

March 28: Born a Crime Book Study Part III 

 

United Christian Ministries (KSU College Ministry) 

UCM is an ecumenical campus ministry at Kent State University, and we proudly support it as 

our campus ministry! You are invited to the UCM Spring Fundraiser on Zoom March 24 at 7:30 

p.m. This event will be a reunion and open house to hear what UCM has been faithfully up to 

this school year. You may make a free-will donation in any amount, but $25 is the suggested 

donation for this event. You can donate at www.myucm.org.  

 

Upcoming Adult Education Opportunities: 

 

Mindful Silence: An 8-Week Course on Contemplative Prayer and Practices 

Facilitated by: Rev. Amy Gopp 

Sunday mornings 9-10 a.m. 

February 7-March 28 

 

Anti-Racism Book Club (Four Hundred Souls) 

Facilitated by: Jen Case 

Thursday evenings 7-8:30 p.m. 

February 18-March 25 

 

Broken Vessels: Midweek Lenten Programming 

Facilitated by: Rev. Kim Nagy 

Wednesday evenings 7-8 p.m. 

February 24-March 24 

 

Re-Membering the Church: Conversations Around Mental Health and Addiction 

Facilitated by: The Mental Health Ministry 

Wednesday evenings 7-8 p.m. 

April 7-May 12 

 

“The New Jim Crow” Book Study 

Facilitated by: Dr. Sunny Matthews 

Sunday afternoons 2-3 p.m. 

April 11-May 2 

http://www.myucm.org/
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Chee what??  Qigong!!  (chee - gung)   
For those of you who don't know, Kent 

UCC offers a weekly class in Chinese 

Qigong - or energy breathing 

exercise.  If you've ever done (or heard 

of) Taiji/Tai Chi, Qigong is actually the 

older practice.  Qigong is approx. 7000 

years old, part of Traditional Chinese 

Medicine (TCM), as is acupuncture - 

just no needles!  Its goal is simple - to 

keep you healthy in body, mind and 

spirit.  

 

Qigong is easier than Taiji or yoga & 

can be done standing, seated or lying 

down. The main goal is to 

use Breathing, Simple Movements, Meditation & Visualization for moving and balancing 

energy.  Qigong is a spiritual type of practice, always looking inward toward better physical & 

mental health.  

 

We meet every Friday at 10am via Zoom but I would like to offer a Sunday afternoon class on 

March 7 at 3pm as an introduction to Qigong.  We'll talk, breathe, move, etc. for about 45 

minutes.  No special clothing or equipment necessary, be comfortable.  You might want a chair 

and water - that's it. 

 

If you'd like to know more in the meantime, call or e-mail Harold Hight @ 330-203-5684 

/ hightfam4@sbcglobal.net.  He can send you a video link to get you started.  

 

Outreach Update – Donna Hess 

We had our first Outreach meeting of 

the year on February 4th. We 

discussed current needs in our 

community and sent a donation to the 

Ravenna Haven of Rest Warming 

Center.  We are happy to announce 

that our joint Habitat Project with other 

area churches is wrapping up. Over 

the past two years, members of our 

congregation have answered the call 

and participated in several build dates. 

On February 13, a group of Kent UCC 

members helped to hang light fixtures.  

 

 

mailto:hightfam4@sbcglobal.net
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On Monday February 8th, Terri and Jim Silver, Linnea Ray, and Donna Hess loaded over 100 

bags of groceries and supplies into two SUV’s and a van and took them over to Kent Social 

Services. Our congregation is so amazingly generous. Thank you to Kim Nagy and the United 

Youth Force for collecting the food and to our Sunday School classes for the Valentines. These 

are extremely challenging times for so many; the staff at Kent Social Services were so very 

grateful for our church’s support.  

 

 
Stay healthy and warm and may we continue to Be the Church. 

 

Hospitality and Membership Update – Eileen West and Gayle Wall 

Our group met on February 22 via zoom.  Please look in this Messenger and future Messengers 

for a new monthly feature called “Mystery Members”.  Each month a couple members of our 

congregation will share personal information.  The “Mystery Members” identities will be revealed 

on the last page of the Messenger.  H& M hopes this will help our congregation learn more 

about each other…and remember what we look like! 

 

We discussed several events and activities to engage the congregation…. Please stay tuned. 

Four prayer shawls were delivered this past month to members experiencing grief or recovering 

from surgeries.  Thank you to our Marketing Committee for creating Birthday Post Cards for H& 

M to send out to our members each month.  Please contact us if you have ideas for our group’s 

mission to keep members connected during the pandemic.  

 

Name That Tune!! 

Join us for a Zoom "NAME THAT TUNE" game night on Saturday April 10th from 7-8 PM. 

What is your favorite decade for music?  Music will be played from the 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s, 

2000s, and 2010s!   We will play song clips from each decade, can you guess the tune? the 

artist? even the year it came out?  All ages are welcome and encouraged to join in the game 

and share the music they grew up with!  After each decade's songs are played, guesses will be 

revealed we will see who at Kent UCC can Name Those Tunes!!!!  Mark your calendars for April 

10th, more information will follow (and a Zoom Link) as that date draws near! 
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Discover the “Mystery Members” later in this Messenger! 
 

Book Group – Kathy Robinson 
UCC readers are invited to join the book group zoom at 7PM on Saturday March 20 to 
discuss Anxious People by Frederik Bachman.  It has been described as a "poignant, charming 
novel about a crime that never took place, a would-be bank robber who disappears into thin air, 
and 8 extremely anxious strangers who find they have more in common than they ever 
imagined."  Written by the author of A Man Called Ove, this book has themes of friendship, 
forgiveness, and hope- things that save us, even in the darkest of times. Chosen for its 
wonderful sense of humor, Anxious People promises hearty conversation. 
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Adult Small Groups 
We have several other small groups that are a great way to build meaningful relationships and 

have fun! Given the virus outbreak, our groups generally will not meet in person, although some 

are meeting via Zoom.  Please contact Kathy Robinson about Square One Zoom meetings on 

the first Saturday of each month. Don Bubenzer is your contact for Bagels and Books Zoom 

meetings Thursday mornings. We will all be so glad when it’s safe to resume our gatherings! 

 

Mental Health and Addiction Ministry – Jackie Peck and Mary Homer 

The W.I.S.E. Team welcomed youth members, Tracey Lohman and Grace Polcha, young adult 
Sara Roeger, Patrick Mason and Jeff Roeger to the team last month. We are currently reviewing 
covenant statements written by W.I.S.E. churches and posted to the UCC Mental Health 
Network (mhn-ucc.org).  
 
The Mental Health/Addiction Ministry will be offering  
an adult education series after Easter. As Pastor Kim shared, we will have Wednesday evening 
discussions on Re-Membering the Church: Conversations Around Mental Health and Addiction 
from April 7 to May 12. 
 

The Mental Health/Addiction Ministry would like to share this essay with our UCC 
friends. 

Beloved 

By Hannah Campbell Gustafson 

Our 2.5 year old daughter Leona sleeps in our bed. It is what is right for our family, and 

while there are challenges, overall, it has been a gift to practice bed sharing. 

In a few weeks, Leona will transition out of the toddler room at her Montessori school to a 

room with children ages 2.5 to age 6. She’s incredibly excited and ready for the transition. 

My spouse and I have also been aware of some bumpier nights lately, which often 

happens during times of transition or developmental leaps. 

The other night at about 2am Leona started loudly crying about wanting to turn the light on 

and read her books in the bed. It took a long time for her to calm down, which was both 

frustrating and jarring for my spouse and me. We tried lots of things that usually work, and 

I too was tearful due to her upset. Finally, she let me pull her close, and she was face to 

face with me on the bed, with our noses and foreheads touching. My arms were around 

her and I was whispering “shhh, shhhhhh.” Her hand stroked my face. We both fell asleep 

like this. 

 

As a person with anxiety, there are always things that make me anxious. But these days, I 

experience anxious moments even more frequently, with the COVID pandemic, my 

increasing awareness and understanding of white supremacy culture and my white 

privilege, political chaos, job uncertainty, and more. I know I’m not alone in this. 

Today I’ve been reflecting on the moments that remind me that I am loved- by God, and by 

those around me. I’m going to carry the image of those moments last night with me for a 

long time, as a way to visualize God’s love for me. For now, at least, God’s love looks and 

feels like a close and safe embrace, with God’s voice reminding me that I am loved. 

I’m not meaning to suggest that these moments erase my anxiety. But I do know from my 

experience that moments of reflecting on and feeling love are crucial to my mental health 

http://mhn-ucc.org/
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Please pray with us that our journey be blessed by God, loving parent of us all.  

 

Stephen Ministry – Sue Otterson 

The first week of February, your Stephen Ministers met 

with some of the Mental Health team to hear about 

sessions from the WISE conference held last Fall. We 

heard about various aspects of caring for those with 

mental health issues, especially in the times of Covid, and 

we will be partnering where appropriate with the WISE 

team and the deacons to help those in need. Please reach 

out to me or to Pastor Amy if you need someone to listen, or if you know of someone who may 

need care. 

 
Social Justice and Advocacy Ministry News – Barb Hanniford 
Want to take a deeper dive into learning about racial justice? Our Social Justice and Advocacy 

Ministry has been receiving daily messages from the Racial Justice Initiative. Each day’s 

message highlights an event that occurred in the past, frequently a part of our history about 

which we knew nothing or little. To say that these messages are enlightening is an 

understatement. For instance, did you know that on February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt ordered the internment of thousands of Japanese Americans without due process? 

To receive these daily messages, read them online, or order a printed Racial Injustice calendar, 

check out https://calendar.eji.org/racial-injustice/feb/  

 

A new anti-racism book study has begun, using the newly released Four Hundred Souls, a 

Community History of African America, 1619-2019. Please contact Jen Case if you’d like to join; 

it’s not too late!  If learning on your own is better for you, you might consider beginning with 

these books we’ve already read and highly recommend: 

 So You Want to Talk About Race, by Ijeoma Oluo 

 Me and White Supremacy, by Layla Saad 

 How to Be an Antiracist, by Ibram X. Kendi 

 

We learn quite often about relevant virtual programs related to race, but often it’s too late to 

include information in the Messenger. We try to post messages on the church’s Facebook page 

and will occasionally send an email encouraging action. To learn more about our work, please 

get in touch with co-chairs Frank Hairston or Josh Case. 

 
PFLAG March Meeting 
The next PFLAG meeting will be held virtually on Tuesday, March 2nd at 7:00 pm through 

Zoom. We will be showing a Transgender coming of age short film followed by an interactive 

discussion.  Anyone wanting to attend should contact Michael Spayd at 

euchre1@roadrunner.com for login information. Any general questions about PFLAG can be 

forwarded to Michael Spayd or Pastor Amy.  

and my spiritual well-being. So again today I thank God for these reminders of my 

belovedness, and hope that you experience them, too. 

https://calendar.eji.org/racial-injustice/feb/
mailto:euchre1@roadrunner.com
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CHANCEL FLOWER SIGN UP FOR 2021 
Though we may not be worshiping any time soon in our sanctuary, a chancel floral arrangement 

viewed during these times we worship virtually does lift all our spirits and warms our hearts as 

we hear of a special occasion a member of our congregation is celebrating or help us remember 

a loved one!  Nancy Bubenzer continues to coordinate with those who wish to donate a chancel 

flower arrangement for the upcoming three months (March, April, May): 

 

   April 11, 2021  May 2, 2021 

   April 18, 2021  May 9, 2021 

   April 25, 2021  May 16, 2021 

      May 23, 2021 

      May 30, 2021 

 

To save one of these dates to dedicate your chancel floral arrangement, contact Nancy 

Bubenzer at 330-678-3436 (H), 330-671-1014 © or email her at nbubenzer@gmail.com. 

Nancy will contact you to remind you of your flower donation for the upcoming worship service 

and the delivery procedures, along with the message you would like printed in the worship 

bulletin and announced.   

 

The Blue Box! 

Did you know we have a blue box outside our front office doors? It’s large enough to 

accommodate a great many things. Currently, it’s holding devotional materials and the 2020 

KUCC Annual Report. Would you like a copy? Stop by and pick one up! 

 

GO GREEN – RECYCLE OPPORTUNITY! 

Kent State's office of sustainability is having a multi-day recycling drive for electronics. This 
event is available for KSU students/staff as well as the Kent community. It will take place on the 
four Wednesdays in March in the R-16 parking lot between the Cutler Building at 414 E Main 
Street and the Architectural building. See the attached map and poster for details and unload 
your old electronics in an environmentally responsible manner.  

https://www.kent.edu/sustainability/e-cycle-drive 
  
March Birthdays 

04 Sue Otterson, Rhuna Wall  05 Lydia Lumpkin  07 Stephanie Phillips  08 Steve Luke 

11 Audrey Coyne, Madeleine Gordon, Melissa Polcha, Justin Wallace  12 Phil Otterson 

14 Marcus Seifert  15 Debbie Barber, Heidi Cannon, Paul Sellman  16 Pat Ray 

17 Linda Morris  18 Pat Schubert  19 Ellen Hardgrove, David Meyers 23 Stephen Brown, Daniel 

Coyne, Sophia Hayden, Wayne Schneider, Laura Smith  25 Emily Hansford 

27 Kay Hensel  28 Anne Carro L’Harrigan  

 

mailto:nbubenzer@gmail.com
https://www.kent.edu/sustainability/e-cycle-drive
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Sundays in March 
March 7: Third Sunday in Lent 

Sermon by Pastor Amy 

10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube 

   

March 14: Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sermon by Pastor Amy 

10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube 
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March 21: Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Sermon by Pastor Amy 

10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube 

 

March 28: Palm Sunday 

Sermon by Pastor Amy 

10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube 

 

How to Reach Us   

Kent UCC  |  1400 East Main Street  |  Kent, OH  44240 
Phone: 330.673.9534  |  Fax: 330.673.8828 

office@KentUCC.org  |  Facebook @ KentUnitedChurchOfChrist 

 

Office Hours: Staff are primarily working from home during Covid-19 crisis.  

Regular hours are 9 a.m.-4 p.m.   

 

                                                Staff Contacts 

   

Rev. Amy C. Gopp 

Senior Minister 

PastorAmy@KentUCC.org  

Corey Fowler 

Director of Music 

CFowler1@Kent.edu  

Rev. Kimberly Nagy 

Minister of Faith Formation 

KNagy@KentUCC .org 

   

Heather Cronin 

Financial Administrator 

HCronin@kentucc.org 

Leah Davis 

Admin. Assistant 

LDavis@KentUCC.org  

Don Deibler 

Custodian 

via Office@KentUCC.org 

   

The Messenger is published monthly and circulated online and in print. Articles and other items 
for publication in this newsletter should be submitted to the church Administrative Assistant by 
e-mail to: LDavis@kentucc.org. The deadline for the March issue is Friday, March 19 at noon. 
 

 
OUR MISSION: 

Enlivened by the grace of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

Kent United Church of Christ does justice, embraces faithful love, and walks humbly 

with our God to serve and transform lives, our community and the world. (Micah 6:8) 

mailto:office@KentUCC.org
mailto:PastorAmy@KentUCC.org
mailto:CFowler1@Kent.edu
mailto:Office@KentUCC.org
mailto:office@KentUCC.org

