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An Open and Affirming, Accessible to All Congregation
A Message from Our Senior Pastor, Rev. Gopp
Beloved of God,
Have you felt as though you've been living Lent for the last
year? Have you been locked down and sheltering-in-place long
enough? Are you prepared to emerge, vaccinated and vivacious,
and embrace loved ones again? Are you charged with
anticipation for all that lies ahead? Have you seen signs of
spring promising new life?
Are you ready for resurrection?
As much as I have always loved Lent, Holy Week and of course Easter, celebrating the
resurrection this Easter season will feel more relevant than ever before. While some debate the
physical resurrection of Jesus, whether the specific event in history actually happened, I do not
find such debates a worthy use of time. What does compel me, however, is what the
resurrection means for me. For you. For all of creation.
The resurrection is not just an event in history when Jesus was raised from the dead. The
resurrection is about you being raised up. It's about you emerging from the depths of darkness,
depression, divorce or dis-ease and taking that one next step. It's about you choosing life, over
and over again, when it feels a whole lot easier to sit this one out. It's about you down on your
knees, begging for mercy or a miracle and eventually feeling the undeniable hand of a force
greater than you helping you back up. It's about you discovering that sacred spot within
yourself where you sense the Spirit singing to your soul, when for the longest time you couldn't
hear a thing.
Are you ready for resurrection?
May you allow Christ's Spirit to guide you to the place of your own resurrection this Easter
season. And may you rise again to bear witness to the One even death could not overcome.
With Abiding Joy,
Pastor Amy
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Moderator’s Message – Jeff Roeger
Inclusion-Participation-Ideas-Communicating-Understanding-Energy(Qi)-HealingWitnessing……..Living Through Our Mission...
As a follower of Jesus Christ and in serving Christ’s Church I am inspired by touching on one or
more of these topics throughout the coming months.
Thank you to many of our members that gave instances of successes with our Engagement
Platform. Our Vice Moderator Sue Otterson used the Engage Directory to quickly call Frank
Hairston as she was stuck in his driveway when delivering Lenton Bags….Frank was there and
guided her to safety!
The challenges are being addressed! Go to Kentucc.org and CHECK IT OUT! Pastor Amy,
Leah Davis, Heather Cronin and our Marketing and Communication Committee have been
listening and working on making our website a better platform to be our church through
connectivity and our mission.
Please keep these communication lines wide open and remember that every voice matters!
Blessings to you all,
Jeff Roeger
jfroeger@sbcglobal.net
330-808-1445

ENGAGE UPDATE!
•
•
•

Our Member Directory is now available on our home page (kentucc.org) when you sign in with
your Engage info. Look for the blue button in the bottom right corner.
Donating has become easier with the ability to donate to special offerings. The ‘Donate’ button
is on the top right of the home page.
Online worship is now easily accessible from the home page. Check it out!

Time Capsule Reminder!
The pile of items for our Time Capsule is
growing! Everyone is invited to participate in our time
capsule project. What speaks to you about this unique
and challenging time in our history? Maybe it's a
newspaper article or a photo... or even a mask.
Please save the items for our Kent UCC time capsule.
You can leave them in the Blue Box next to the church
office doors, mail them to the church or give me a call
or email to arrange for pick-up. We will plan to bury a
time capsule when we come back together!
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Jaime Baughman, Bicentennial Chairperson
Sjbaughman1@gmail.com/330-256-5899

Joys and Concerns – NEW!
From Donna Hess - Now that Jim and I are fully vaccinated we are celebrating Liliana’s first
birthday (3/16) and Luca’s 3rd birthday (3/23) on Sunday. It will be so wonderful to give the big
in-person hugs and to spend the day celebrating with family. It’s been far too long! Luca is
looking forward to his “prises.” Short for surprises.
From Rev. Kim Nagy - Joy: Many of our high school seniors have been accepted to college for
the coming year. We have students committed to Bowling Green State University, The
University of Central Florida, Oberlin College, Ohio State University, and Ohio University!
It has been nearly a year since we gathered together. We want to hear more about what is
happening in your lives. The important stuff! This is a space where you can share personal
news with your UCC family. A new baby? A relocation? A marriage? Health updates? Please
email: tsilveruccmessenger@gmail.com and let me know of those joys and concerns that you
would like to share. We want to celebrate with you, and we would also like to pray with you.
The best part of Kent United Church of Christ will always be the people who call this “my
church”.

Upcoming Dates (details within this Messenger)
April 4 – Happy Easter! – Please plan on worshipping with us Easter Sunday
April 7 – May 12: Re-Membering the Church: Conversations Around Mental Health and
Addiction – Wednesday evenings
April 10 – Name That Tune Zoom – Decades Edition, sponsored by the Hospitality and
Membership Committee
April 11 – May 2: “Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Challenge to the Church”
facilitated by Sunny Matthews, Sunday afternoons
May 8 – Spring Clean-up – hosted by our property ministry, rain date May 15
May 19 – American Muslim Film and Discussion 7-8pm
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Faith Formation Updates – Rev. Kim Nagy
Like other times in the calendar year,
springtime is a treasure trove of
celebrations for many different religions.
While Christians are wrapping up the
season of Lent and preparing to celebrate
Easter Sunday - Resurrection Sunday with symbols of new life like lilies and
bunnies, our Hindu siblings are
celebrating the Festival of Holi. The
Festival of Holi, or Festival of Colors, is a
celebration of the arrival of spring and
good triumphing over evil, where
celebrants smear one another with color
and then drench each other in water. It kind of looks like the color runs that were popular a few
years back!
Our Jewish siblings celebrate the Festival of Passover during this season, which recalls and
honors God delivering their ancestors, who were slaves, from Egypt. This important festival is
celebrated with a special Seder Meal and unleavened bread called matzo. Friends of ours make
a delicious “matzo crack,” which is matzo made with chocolate and toffee.
In May, our Muslim siblings will begin a month-long observance of Ramadan, where they fast all
day and break the fast after sundown with friends and family. It’s one of the most sacred months
of the year in their tradition!
Why do I feel it’s important to share all this with you? Because as we are celebrating the season
of Easter in our own religion, which lasts 50 days, millions of our devoted siblings around the
world are also celebrating, praying, fasting, eating, and devoting their lives to something greater
than themselves. This awareness is part of our faith formation and our dedication to respecting
and caring for our neighbors both near and far!
In celebration with you this season,
Pastor Kim
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Christian Education
Weekly emails with faith formation lessons engage families in the topic of the week. If you would
like to receive these weekly emails, email knagy@kentucc.org.
Children’s church videos are also posted each Sunday morning at 10 a.m. on our Kent UCC
Video YouTube page.
Resource of the Month: Check out this podcast by Joyce Chanay and Hope Newhouse called,
“Hope and Joy: Bedtime Bible Meditations for Children.” You can find it on iTunes, Spotify, or
wherever you listen to podcasts.

J-Walkers (Middle School Ministry)
A few J-Walkers packed Easter baskets for Kent Social
Services and Center of Hope to help the Outreach
Ministry’s efforts to provide baskets for children in the
community this spring. They hope to gather for some
outdoor time to walk around the community and catch up!
To stay updated on J-Walkers activities, get on the email
list by contacting Pastor Kim. You can also join the JWalkers Remind 101 group to receive text updates by
texting @jwalkers2 to 81010.

United Youth Force (High School Ministry)
United Youth Force also packed Easter baskets for Kent Social
Services and Center of Hope and dropped them off at the
church in March. They spent this month reading and discussing
Trevor Noah's book, Born a Crime: Stories from a South
African Childhood, together on Zoom. Leah Bennington led us
in discussion, and we talked about apartheid in South Africa,
racism in America, and ways we can dismantle racism as a
group of teenagers. As always, a core group of youth showed
up March 21 to help pack and distribute meals to the
community.
Coming Up:
April 4: Easter Sunday - No UYF
April 11: I Am Greta movie night
April 18: Community Meal
April 25: Virtual Talent Show Viewing Party - UYF Fundraiser
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Friendly Faces at the Community Meal 3/21/21

United Christian Ministries (KSU College Ministry)
Please keep the students in United Christian Ministries - and all our Kent UCC college students
- in your thoughts and prayers in the coming weeks as they take their spring finals and transition
into summer mode. Cards and care packages are always welcomed at this time of year - if
you’d like to send one to our college students and need an address, please reach out to Pastor
Kim.

American Muslim Film and Discussion
with Filmmaker Adam Zucker
Join us Wednesday, May 19 from 7-8 p.m. for a discussion of
the film, American Muslim: A Film About Being Muslim in the
Age of Trump, with filmmaker Adam Zucker on Zoom. The film
follows several Muslim individuals and families around as they
live under the Muslim Ban. We are looking forward to hosting
Adam Zucker for this discussion during the Muslim season of
Ramadan. To find out more about the film, check out
www.americanmuslimfilm.com. To sign up to receive the link for
the film and participate in the discussion, reach out to Pastor Kim
or follow the link HERE.

Upcoming Adult Education Opportunities
Re-Membering the Church: Conversations Around Mental Health and Addiction
Facilitated by: The Mental Health Ministry
Wednesday evenings 7-8 p.m.
April 7-May 12
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Challenge to the Church
Facilitated by: Sunny Matthews
Sunday afternoons 2-3:30 p.m.
April 11-May 2
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American Muslim Film Discussion
Facilitated by: Filmmaker Adam Zucker and Pastor Kim
Wednesday, May 19, 2021
7-8 p.m.

Social Justice and Advocacy – Jen Case
We in the Social Justice and Advocacy Ministry and Outreach Ministry are so happy to
announce that Sunny Matthews will be joining us again for a 4-week course. The original plan
was to have her lead us through the book, "The New Jim Crow", in the next installment of the
anti-racism book club. However, Sunny has been wanting for some time to lead us in a deepdive of Rev. Dr. King's teachings, and we decided that this might just be a perfect time for our
church to do just that - take a deep dive in learning what it means to be an anti-racist church!
(Don't worry! We'll do "The New Jim Crow" next!)
Sunny will be joining us via Zoom on four consecutive Sundays for “Rev. Martin Luther King,
Jr.'s Challenge to the Church”: April 11 - May 2 at 2:00-3:30pm. We urge all lay leaders,
members, and attendees of Kent UCC to attend these classes. We will also be opening it up to
community members, so please prayerfully invite those you feel are ready for this message.
Please pre-register for this class here.

Chee what?? Qigong!!
(chee - gung) For those of you who don't
know, Kent UCC offers a weekly class in
Chinese Qigong - or energy breathing
exercise. If you've ever done (or heard of)
Taiji/Tai Chi, Qigong is actually the older
practice. Qigong is approx. 7000 years old,
part of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM),
as is acupuncture - just no needles! Its goal
is simple - to keep you healthy in body, mind
and spirit.
Qigong is easier than Taiji or yoga & can be done standing, seated or lying down. The main
goal is to use Breathing, Simple Movements, Meditation & Visualization for moving and
balancing energy. Qigong is a spiritual type of practice, always looking inward toward better
physical & mental health.
We meet every Friday at 10am via Zoom. We talk, breathe, move, etc. for about 45
minutes. No special clothing or equipment necessary, be comfortable. You might want a chair
and water - that's it. If you would like to participate or just know more, call or e-mail Harold
Hight @ 330-203-5684 hightfam4@sbcglobal.net. He will send you a zoom link.

Outreach Update – Donna Hess
Our multi-year, multi-church Habitat for Humanity project is wrapping up with a few last minute
touches being put on the house. In a few weeks, the house will be dedicated, and the family will
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move in. Thanks to all the many members of Kent UCC who helped with this project with a
special thank you to Linnea and Pat Ray who led this project.
The members of Outreach are excited to announce that Kent UCC will be a distribution center
for the Ben Curtis Foundation this summer. The Ben Curtis Foundation was formed several
years ago after Ben and his wife Candace, an RHS graduate, noticed a huge need in our
community. Almost 50% of Kent students qualify for free or reduced lunch. Their goal was to
make sure kids in Kent who were food insecure would not go hungry during breaks from school.
The program has now expanded from not only Kent, but also, Ravenna, Windham, and
Barberton. During the summer, they dispense their Birdie Bags every week to help to feed the
food-insecure children throughout the Kent area. Linnea Ray will be leading this project. Watch
for announcements regarding dates and volunteers needed. We were asked to be part of this
because our church has consistently supported them by providing funds and volunteers
throughout the past few years.
We also discussed ways to help in our community with a focus on social justice and poverty.
With that in mind, we sent donations to the Hartville Migrant Ministry for their welcome bags, to
the capital fund for Kent Social Services to help fund the many building projects at the site, and
to the Kent Interfaith Alliance for Racial Reconciliation and Justice to help with future
programming.
As of mid-March, we have collected $745.00 for One Great Hour of Sharing with a few more
donations still coming in. Our next 5 for 5 collection will be Strengthen the Church on Sunday,
May 23. Outreach continues to focus on the many needs in our community and the world.

Property Ministry Update – John Hetrick
Here are some updates on recent activities:
• Trailer Theft- No further information on the missing Scout trailer behind the garage on
March 2nd. A similar scout trailer theft occurred around March 10th at the Twin Falls
United Methodist Church in Monroe Falls.
• Garage roof leak- Small leak found on west side of garage roof in scout room. Property
(Ray) to check after heavy rain. No visible exterior roof damage.
• Organ Pipe Door Keys- Keys (from Church key box) have been duplicated to replace
missing door keys.
• Old Folding Chairs- Approximately 150 old chairs from VMH were donated to
Habitat/Restore on March 2.
• Old TV- The old 32” tube TV in the Lower Music classroom was removed by Kletzien &
Dunlap on March 11 to a N. Canton electronics recycle facility.
• Loss of heat- Don Deibler reported loss of heat in the Sanctuary on Monday morning.
David Hansford corrected problem. Also checking on loss of heat in the lounge. The
problem has been traced to a solenoid operated valve. Repair parts are on order.
• Sanctuary Lighting Project- Equipment delivery expected end of April. Contractor
estimates 2 weeks to install. Property Ministry will assist with moving pews if needed.
• Spring Cleanup- Scheduled for May 8th. Rain date will be the following Saturday.
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Defibrillator Replacement- Our two 20-year-old AEDs are in need of new batteries and
are technically outdated. Kent Fire Department has recommended the LIFEPAK CR Plus
unit (appx $1800) as it is compatible with their AED equipment. We are looking at
funding via a grant.

Name That Tune Zoom – Decades Edition
DATE: Saturday April 10, 2021
TIME: 7:00-8:00PM
WHERE: ZOOM
HOST: Hospitality and Membership
Committee
SPECIAL GUESTS: DJ Scott “Spin
Master” Baughman and MC Harold
“Hipster” Hight

Find the Zoom link here
Meeting ID: 811 8774 2026
Passcode: 723485

One tap mobile
+16465588656,,81187742026#,,,,*723485# US (New York)
+13017158592,,81187742026#,,,,*723485# US (Washington DC)
We will be hearing songs from the 50’s to current music. Join in the fun of trying to guess the
names of the songs and the artists. Flashback to the past and remember some of the famous
songs of the previous decades. If you want, you are encouraged to dress in your favorite
decade attire!!! It will be a time of fun and fellowship with a multigenerational music soundtrack.
Mark your calendar now……don’t miss out on this musical adventure. All AGES are
WELCOME to ZOOM in.

Book Group – Kathy Robinson
Join the Kent UCC book group on Saturday April 17 as readers discuss House of Broken
Angels, by Luis Alberto Urrea.
"In his final days, beloved and ailing patriarch Miguel Angel de La Cruz, affectionately called Big
Angel, has summoned his entire clan for one last legendary birthday party. But as the party
approaches, his mother, nearly one hundred, dies, transforming the weekend into a farewell
doubleheader. Among the guests is Big Angel's half brother, known as Little Angel, who must
reckon with the truth that although he shares a father with his siblings, he has not, as a half
gringo, shared a life.
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Across two bittersweet days in their San Diego neighborhood, the revelers mingle among the
palm trees and cacti, celebrating the lives of Big Angel and his mother, and recounting the many
inspiring tales that have passed into family lore, the acts both ordinary and heroic that brought
these citizens to a fraught and sublime country and allowed them to flourish in the land they
have come to call home."
Our zoom meet begins at 7PM. If you'd like to discuss with us, email Kathy Robinson or Jackie
Peck for the link.

Adult Small Groups
We have several other small groups that are a great way to build meaningful relationships and
have fun! Given the virus outbreak, our groups generally will not meet in person, although some
are meeting via Zoom. Please contact Kathy Robinson about Square One Zoom meetings on
the first Saturday of each month. Don Bubenzer is your contact for Bagels and Books Zoom
meetings Thursday mornings. We will all be so glad when it’s safe to resume our gatherings!

Discover the “Mystery Members” later in this Messenger!
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Stephen Ministry – Sue Otterson
As we have come to the end of this Lenten season, there
is hope in the air. The hope of the new Easter. The hope
of Spring. The hope of the end of the pandemic. But
sometimes, it is hard to see or feel hope when there is
grief, loneliness, pain, or extra stress laying in one’s heart
and mind. Sometimes, you might need someone to listen.
Just to listen. And that is where a Stephen Minister can be
helpful to you. If you need help uncovering the hope that is out there for you, contact Pastor
Amy or me, and we will help you. I hope you do!

W.I.S.E. Team – Jackie Peck and Mary Homer
If you’re wondering about the purpose of the W.I.S.E. process, read here about it’s history and
purpose:

In an effort to energize UCC congregations to support mentally ill people in their
midst, the 2015 General Synod overwhelmingly adopted a resolution Monday, June
29 to develop a network of churches that are welcoming, inclusive, supportive and
engaged (WISE) for mental health.
Building on General Synod action in 1995, the resolution encourages congregations
to adopt WISE covenants, with support from the Mental Health Network, which will
advocate for "all persons with mental illness who are falling through the fraying
safety net.”…
"Many people living with mental illness are shunned, feared and discriminated
against. As a result, many people with these illnesses don’t seek treatment and they
don’t share their stories with others. Consequently, they are not included in the
network of care our congregations normally extend to a member who is ill. They
struggle through alone or with the help of a few close family members they trust to
keep their illnesses secret.”…
One committee member noted, "As church, we are considered armies of
compassion." With rapidly shrinking public services available, "churches are where
those who suffer turn.”
~~Excerpted from Carter, M. (2015, June 29). A WISE welcome.
http://moredomainsforless.com/wideningthewelcome/AWISEwelcome--UCNews.pdf
We expand the mental illness focus to include those with addiction and/or other brain disease in
our work. Truly, our congregation has been touched deeply by these illnesses. To actively
participate in the process of forming our own W.I.S.E. covenant, plan to attend the Wednesday
series, “Re—membering the Church.” Sessions will be offered Wednesday evenings, April 7May 12 at 7 pm. Attend any or all sessions on zoom. Register here.
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Stewardship News – Karen Carmany
Stewardship of All God's Resources
Our God has made this world. O let us ne’er forget that though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the ruler yet. God trusts us with this world, to keep it clean and fair. All earth and trees,
the skies and seas, God’s creatures everywhere. (Children’s hymn)
Stewardship is not just about money! It is the practice of wisely using all the resources God has
entrusted to our care. Over the next few months, the Stewardship Ministry will be focusing on
the stewardship of God's Creation as part of our faith. The way we steward one part of our lives
reflects on how we care for other God-given resources. We have been charged with the care of
creation. But we have not always done right by our world. Humans have exercised careless
dominion rather than nurturing stewardship. We have an opportunity, right now, to participate in
the healing of our Earth. Martin Luther King, Jr. said in April of 1967 “We are confronted with
the fierce urgency of now. In this unfolding conundrum of life and history there is such a thing as
being too late. Procrastination is still the thief of time”…
“The fierce urgency of time” is this very moment. A Kairos moment has arrived… an opportunity,
a warning driven by hope and good news. We must reduce our consumption, not only fossil
fuels, but foods and drugs, and all manner of so-called “goods” that our culture tells will make
our lives better but are killing our earth. We must live more simply that others may live. We must
reduce our carbon footprint and we must reduce our overall footprint on this good earth.
We are at a tipping point. We can fix this. Together.
(Credit to Sermon: Healing Creation by John Helt)

PFLAG April Meeting
The next PFLAG meeting will be held virtually on Tuesday, April 6th at 7:00 pm through Zoom.
Andrew Snyder, Doctoral Student of Public Health Policy and Management at Kent State
University will be discussing his Needs Assessment Project. For more information about
Andrew, you can go to: amsnyder.com. Anyone wanting to attend should contact Michael Spayd
at euchre1@roadrunner.com for login information. Any general questions about PFLAG can be
forwarded to Michael Spayd or Pastor Amy.

Chancel Flower Sign-up For 2021
Though we may not be worshiping any time soon in our sanctuary, a chancel floral arrangement
viewed during these times we worship virtually does lift all our spirits and warms our hearts as
we hear of a special occasion a member of our congregation is celebrating or help us remember
a loved one! Nancy Bubenzer continues to coordinate with those who wish to donate a chancel
flower arrangement for the month of May:
May 2, 2021
May 9, 2021
May 16, 2021
May 23, 2021
May 30, 2021
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To save one of these dates to dedicate your chancel floral arrangement, contact Nancy
Bubenzer at 330-678-3436 (H), 330-671-1014© or email her at nbubenzer@gmail.com.
Nancy will contact you at the beginning of the week to remind you of your flower donation for the
upcoming Sunday worship service and the delivery procedures, along with the message you
would like printed in the worship bulletin and announced.

The Blue Box!
Did you know we have a blue box outside our front office doors? It’s large enough to
accommodate a great many things. Currently, it’s holding devotional materials and the 2020
KUCC Annual Report. Would you like a copy? Stop by and pick one up!
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A Note from our Treasurer – Sally Saltzman
As I write this, I look out my office window at the sunshine and budding trees. I hear the birds
sing at the feeder. I know that even in these challenging times "The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” - John 1:5.
Our financial summary thru February shows a lag in contributions while expenses are lower
than planned. We will continue to closely monitor our financial status and update the budget
quarterly as the year progresses.
Year to Date
Budget
Income
66,019
Expenses
69,544
Difference
(3,525)

Year to Date
Actual
50,481
66,939
(16,548)

April Birthdays
01 Meghan Dietz, Matt Redman 03 Becky Moyseenko, Linnea Ray 04 Sean Hoover
07 Heidi Bee 08 Fay Ann Sebaly 09 Leah Bennington 11 Rachel Robinson
13 Carolyn Galizio 14 Richard Blair 15 Judy Mendenhall 16 Lauren Spence
17 Laurie Riddle 20 Rick Wise 22 Devon Dorr 24 Kim Sebaly 26 Joy Ann Leavy
27 Humberto Carro L’Harrigan 28 Amy Rickelman 30 Beth Sucharzewski, John West
Sundays in April
April 4: Easter Sunday
Sermon by Pastor Amy
10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube
April 11: Second Sunday of Easter
Sermon by Pastor Amy
10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube
April 18: Third Sunday of Easter
Sermon by Pastor Amy
10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube
April 25: Fourth Sunday of Easter
Sermon by Pastor Amy
10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube

How to Reach Us
Kent UCC | 1400 East Main Street | Kent, OH 44240
Phone: 330.673.9534 | Fax: 330.673.8828
office@KentUCC.org | Facebook @ KentUnitedChurchOfChrist
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Office Hours: Staff are primarily working from home during Covid-19 crisis.
Regular hours are 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Staff Contacts
Rev. Amy C. Gopp
Senior Minister
PastorAmy@KentUCC.org

Corey Fowler
Director of Music
CFowler1@Kent.edu

Rev. Kimberly Nagy
Minister of Faith Formation
KNagy@KentUCC .org

Heather Cronin
Financial Administrator
HCronin@kentucc.org

Leah Davis
Admin. Assistant
LDavis@KentUCC.org

Don Deibler
Custodian
via Office@KentUCC.org

The Messenger is published monthly and circulated online and in print. Articles and other items
for publication in this newsletter should be submitted to the church Administrative Assistant by
e-mail to: LDavis@kentucc.org. The deadline for the May issue is Friday, April 16 at noon.

OUR MISSION:
Enlivened by the grace of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
Kent United Church of Christ does justice, embraces faithful love, and walks humbly
with our God to serve and transform lives, our community and the world. (Micah 6:8)
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