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A Message from Our Senior Pastor, Rev. Amy Gopp 

Beloved of God, 
Some have mused, and I sense quite seriously:  Are these 

the so-called “end-times”?  A climate crisis.  The clash of 

civilizations.  Power struggles.  Political divisions.  

Pandemic. 
 

I have heard one utter with fear and trepidation, “Are we 

facing the Apocalypse?”  Perhaps you have wondered that, 

too. 
 

The Greek root of the word apocalypse means “to reveal 

what is hidden”.  I wonder, what is it that’s now being 

revealed?  In these strange times when nothing feels as it 

once did, what has been revealed?  
  

What has been revealed to us about what it means to Be the Church? 

Where have you noticed God’s Presence?  

Is the Spirit limited to a physical space?  

Are time and space obstacles to our capacity to gather? 

What is the purpose of the church building?   

What does it mean to belong? 

What have we learned about nurturing our own spirits?   

What is the role of ritual in our lives?  

What does it mean to “gather around” the Communion Table? 

What does beloved community look like, and how is that created? 

Who is God for you at this time? 

What is God’s prayer for us now? 
 

None of us have ever experienced anything like this before.  Personal loss.  Collective trauma.  

Scattered community.  And yet, at the same time:  Personal growth.  Collective awareness.  

Community wisdom.  As difficult as the past 15 months have been, look at all we’ve learned!  

Look at all that was hidden, now revealed! 

 

An Open and Affirming, Accessible to All Congregation 
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We will never go “back” to a new normal.  But we can go forward into one.  What do we let go of 

now?  And what do we now give ourselves to?  

  

Can we emerge like butterflies out of the cocoon and flutter and fly in ways we hadn’t before, 

embracing and exploring our newfound freedom in all its beauty?  I can’t wait to see your new 

wings… 
 

With a deep and abiding love for you, 

Pastor Amy 

 
Moderator’s Message – Jeff Roeger 

Inclusion-Participation-Ideas-Communicating 

Understanding-Energy (Qi)-Healing-

Witnessing…Living Through Our Mission...  
 

As a follower of Jesus Christ and in serving Christ’s 

Church I am inspired by touching on one or more of 

these each month.  This month:  Participation!  
 

Celebrating the amazing financial gifts given to 

secure the funding for the lighting project! The 

funding is complete!! Generosity for this project is 

truly a gift from everyone’s heart! Thank you all who 

contributed and worked hard behind the scenes to make this project a new reality! Now, the 

project is underway, and will be completed soon. When we come back to worship what a gift to 

inspire us all!  
 

Communicating also has been inspirational in the 

number of completed surveys for the “safe return 

to church”. As I write this there has been more 

than 100 turned in for the first four days. Amazing! 

The more information the better. Our Covid Team 

will be making recommendations to Church 

Council and all updates have been following that 

pattern. The survey adds the pulse of our 

congregation. Remember, the key is “safe” return 

to church. This will mean our sanctuary not the 

chapel. The chapel is too tight of quarters for 

everyone to have space.  
 

There will always be some form of risk coming back. Eliminating as much as we can, will be all 

our responsibilities. Stay tuned via email or letters about updates to our return to our beautiful 

church building.  Always know that every voice matters! Please feel free to reach out to me. 
 

Blessings to you all, 

Jeff Roeger, jfroeger@sbcglobal.net, 330-808-1445 

mailto:jfroeger@sbcglobal.net
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BIG NEWS! 

The Messenger is getting a makeover!  

The Marketing and Communications Committee 

is exploring new formats and designs for our 

newsletter as well as the frequency you will be 

receiving it. As we begin to transition to a post-

COVID season, the time is right to explore 

different options and many of the ideas that 

emerged from our pre-pandemic 

communications survey of the congregation.  

There will be no July issue this summer to give 

us time to experiment with a new format. In the fall we hope to present a new design and 

explore a quarterly version of The Messenger.  Along with our new weekly Update and 

Resources sent out each Friday, we hope to strike the right balance of communicating with all of 

you!  We appreciate your input and ideas! 

 

American Muslim Filmmaker Discussion with Filmmaker Adam Zucker 

On May 19 Adam Zucker, an independent filmmaker living 

in New York City, joined us on Zoom to talk about his recent 

film, American Muslim. In his film, he followed the stories of 

several Muslim individuals and families living in America 

and how their lives were affected by the Muslim Ban during 

the Donald Trump presidency. He noted how important it 

was for him to show a wide variety of Muslims in his film 

(Egyptian, Indonesian, Yemeni, Palestinian, and Bengali), 

as we tend to lump all Muslims into one category when they 

are really very diverse. The film shared the struggles of Muslims in America, particularly after 

9/11, and the ways they have worked hard to prove their American identity despite political 

rhetoric. If you'd like to watch the hour and a half documentary and/or the Zoom conversation, 

please email Pastor Kim.  

 

Time Capsule Reminder!       

The pile of items for our Time Capsule is  

growing!  Everyone is invited to participate in our time 

capsule project. What speaks to you about this unique 

and challenging time in our history? Maybe it's a 

newspaper article or a photo... or even a mask. 

Please save the items for our Kent UCC time capsule.  

You can leave them in the Blue Box next to the church 

office doors, mail them to the church or give me a call 

or email to arrange for pick-up.  We will plan to bury a 

time capsule when we come back together! 

Jaime Baughman, Bicentennial Chairperson, Sjbaughman1@gmail.com/330-256-5899 

mailto:Sjbaughman1@gmail.com/330-256-5899
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Joys and Concerns – NEW! 

 

“This past Saturday I officially graduated from Miami 

University! I graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Social 

Justice Studies and Political Science, Cum Laude, and 

Phi Beta Kappa Honors. I also graduated with a Master of 

Arts in Political Science (with a 4.0 GPA!), having written 

my thesis on felon disenfranchisement and civic 

engagement. I was also honored to receive the White 

Award for scholarship and leadership from the political 

science department.  
 

Most of all, I am thankful that I was able to safely 

celebrate and attend graduation with the people who have helped me the most over the past 4 

years. Whether that be my professors, my family (and second families), or my best friends, it 

was a wonderful weekend to close off my time in Oxford." - Maddie Gordon 

 

Benjamin Mudrak started taking college courses through the 

College Credit Plus Program (CCP) at Kent State University while in 

eighth grade.  At 18 years old, he has graduated from Kent State 

with a bachelor’s degree in mathematics through the College of Arts 

and Sciences. His future could not be much brighter as he is set to 

begin graduate school this August at Purdue University and is 

seeking a Ph.D. in mathematics in hopes of one day being a 

professor.  While homeschooled throughout his education, he 

graduated with honors early from Theodore Roosevelt High School as a junior in spring 2020 

due to the dual credit program with Kent State. He earned many honors, including being named 

a Davidson Young Scholar and National Merit Scholarship finalist. Ben is the son of UCC 

members BJ Lackey and Pam Mudrak.  For the full article on Ben, read The Portager here. 

Kyle Webb, son-in-law of Wayne and Brenda Schneider, has safely 

returned home after an eleven-month deployment in the Middle East. 

Captain Webb serves in the Ohio Army National Guard as a 

Blackhawk helicopter pilot. Wayne and Brenda’s daughter, Leann 

could not be happier! Look at that smile! Praise be to God!  

It has been nearly a year since we physically gathered. We want to 

hear more about what is happening in your lives.  The important stuff!  

This “Joys and Concerns” space is where you can share personal 

news with your UCC family.  A new baby?  A relocation?  A 

marriage?  Health updates?  Please email: 

tsilveruccmessenger@gmail.com and let me know of those joys and 

concerns that you would like to share.  We want to celebrate with 

you, and we would also like to pray with you. The best part of Kent United Church of Christ will 

always be the people who call this “my church”.   

https://www.kent.edu/cas/news/four-years-ahead-18-year-old-kent-student-will-graduate-kent-state-saturday?mc_cid=88bdb3afe3&mc_eid=c9d74e94a2
mailto:tsilveruccmessenger@gmail.com
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• June 6 – Graduate card parade 4-6pm in the back church parking lot 

• June 13 – Founders’ Day  

• June 16 – August 18 – Birdie Bag distribution with Outreach – 12-2pm 

• June 16-20 – Local Service UYF Mission Trip 

• June 26 – Name That Tune – TV Themes Edition 

• Through July 1 – The New Jim Crow Anti-Racism Book Study – Meets on 

Thursdays at 7pm 

• July 4 - September 5 – Outdoor Summer Worship! 

• July 6 – Staff Returns to the Office! Summer Hours 9am-2pm 

• July 5-8 – Vacation Bible School  

• July 18 – Baby Nagy due!! 

 

Faith Formation Updates – Rev. Kim Nagy 

When I was first beginning in Christian education and youth ministry, I would always say, 

“Things will slow down after the beginning of the school year!” No. Then, “Oh, everything will 

slow down after Advent and Christmas!” Wrong again. Finally, “It’ll slow down after Lent and 

Easter.” Considering leaders in Christian education and youth ministry generally lead a summer 

youth mission trip and some sort of summer programming for children (VBS and the like), I 

came to learn that ministry never slows down but the pace merely ebbs and flows throughout 

the year.  

 

This summer is really not slowing down, as Amanda and I are preparing to welcome baby Nagy 

around July 18. Talk about ebbs and flows! As offered in my ministerial call agreement, I plan to 

take eight weeks of parental leave to adjust to this new time in our lives. If the baby comes on 

its due date, that would mean July 18-September 12, but we all know kids have minds of their 

own, so I appreciate your flexibility with those dates. 

 

I have been working on getting some very dedicated people in place so that we don’t miss a 

beat with children’s and youth programming as summer turns to fall, so if you have any 

questions or concerns while I am away, please reach out to Pastor Amy, who will in turn make 

the appropriate contact. I won’t be responding to emails during my time away.  

 

We are so excited for this new chapter in our lives and look forward to sharing baby Nagy with 

you in the fall! 

 

Christian Education 

Our children’s church videos and weekly emails with Sunday school lessons attached will 

continue throughout the month of June. 

 

Upcoming Dates (details within this Messenger) 
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We are offering a safe, outdoor-only Vacation Bible School experience this summer. Hold July 

5-8 on your calendar and stay tuned for updates! 

 

Resource of the Month 

“Anti-Racist Baby” by Ibram X. Kendi. I can’t believe it’s been a year since George Floyd was 

murdered. I am also proud of the work this church has done over the last year, and continues to 

do, as a direct result of this history-making event. “Anti-Racist Baby” is a book for some of life’s 

youngest readers that introduces them to the concept and power of anti-racism. It would be a 

staple for any young person’s home library! It’s never too early, and it’s never too late.  

 

J-Walkers (Middle School Ministry) 

J-Walkers met on May 23 to welcome the incoming 6th graders and celebrate the outgoing 8th 

graders. We had a fun time outdoors in the church parking lot playing games, eating food, and 

talking. J-Walkers will take a break over the summer and will meet again in the fall beginning 

Sunday, September 19. Mark your calendars! 

 

United Youth Force (High School Ministry) 

You are invited to celebrate our UYF graduates with us on Sunday, June 6 from 4-6 p.m.! 

Several of our UYF graduates will be in our church parking lot that afternoon. Please feel free to 

drive in and drop off cards, gifts, notes, or just wave to congratulate them on their 

accomplishments. 

Congratulations: 

• William Moody from Field High School, plans to attend Ohio State University 

• Leah Bennington from Stow-Munroe Falls High School, plans to attend Bowling Green 

State University 

• Claire Laux from Kent Roosevelt High School, finalizing college plans 

• Lizzie Lohman from Kent Roosevelt High School, plans to attend the University of 

Central Florida 

• Hava Bailey from Kent Roosevelt High School, plans to attend Sewanee The University 

of the South 

• Maddie Walker from Kent Roosevelt High School, plans to attend Ohio University 

• Jess Madden from Kent Roosevelt High School, plans to attend Kent State University 

• Katelyn Moisio from Kent Roosevelt High School, plans to attend Ohio State University 

• Emma Meyer from Kent Roosevelt High School, plans to attend Ohio State University  

  

We are hosting a local service mission experience June 16-20 for those who have completed 

grades 9-12. Please reach out to Pastor Kim (knagy@kentucc.org) for information if you have 

an interested youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:knagy@kentucc.org


The Messenger Kent United Church of Christ                     June 2021 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

UYF NAMI Walk for Mental Health 

 

Led by our United Youth Force, Kent UCC participated in an intergenerational walk to the 

Mental Health and Recovery Board on Sunday, May 23 to raise awareness about the 

importance of talking about mental health and raise money for the Portage County Chapter of 

the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Nine youth, two children, and ten adults (including NAMI 

Portage County President, Lori Zerhouane!) walked from the church, to downtown, and back, a 

total of two miles in the 85 degree heat! Our youth led us in a mental health practice downtown 

before returning. With your help, we raised $368 for Portage County NAMI. Thank you! 

 

College 

Many congratulations also abound for our college and graduate students who graduated this 

winter and spring: 

• Rhuna Wall, Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Kent State University 

• Lydia Lumpkin, Bachelor of Arts in Music from Kent State University 

• Sophia Hayden (December graduate), Bachelor of Integrated Studies with 

concentrations in Religious & Jewish Studies from Kent State University 

• Maddie Gordon, Master of Arts in Social Justice Studies from Miami University of Ohio 

 

Upcoming Adult Education Opportunities 

The New Jim Crow book study 

Facilitated by: The Anti-Racism Book Group 

Thursdays May 20-July 1, 7:00 p.m. 



The Messenger Kent United Church of Christ                     June 2021 

8 

 

Sunday morning adult education classes will take a break for the summer and resume in the fall! 

Stay tuned in to church communications for what we will be offering and when. 

 

THANK YOU, RHUNA WALL (AKA MISS RHUNA)! 
 

As many of you know, Rhuna Wall has served as our 

Children's Director of Worship and the Arts for two 

years and has engaged our children in singing and 

other artistic endeavors during that time. She didn't 

even miss a beat as we transitioned to online worship, 

creating monthly videos for children's church and even 

a virtual Christmas pageant. Rhuna is getting married 

this summer and moving to southern Ohio with her 

husband after graduating from Kent State with a 

Bachelor's in Nursing. Thank you, Rhuna, for your 

service to Kent UCC! We wish you the best of luck in 

your future endeavors! 

 
Discover the “Mystery Members” later in this Messenger! 

Which mystery KUCC member is behind each door? 

 

Behind Door Number 1… 
They have been white water rafting before. 
They are interested in music and cultures from different countries. 
They have been to New York City. 

Behind Door Number 2… 
They are an Ohio State alumna and a huge Buckeye football fan. 
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Two things they have come to love that they never thought they would are watching dance 
competitions and bowling matches (because of their kids). 
One of the things they are most proud of was being a foster parent to a five-year-old girl and, 
someday, they would like to foster kids again. 

Behind Door Number 3… 
They will be married 35 years in August. 
They once flew a private plane up the Hudson River in NYC. 
They have been a member of Kent UCC since 2018 and were just getting to know everyone 
when the pandemic hit. 
 

NAME THAT TUNE!  

“TV THEME SONGS EDITION” 

 

DATE: Saturday JUNE 26, 2021 

 

TIME:  7:00-8:00PM 

 

WHERE:  KENT UCC PARKING LOT 

      ZOOM IF INCLEMENT WEATHER 

 

Meeting ID: 844 9077 3355 

Passcode: 979228 

 

HOST:  Hospitality and Membership Committee 

 

DJ AND MC: Harold “Hipster” Hight 

 

We will be hearing television theme songs from the 50’s to current shows. Join in the fun of 

trying to guess the names of your favorite television programs. We will sit outside socially 

distanced. Please bring your own chair and beverage. Popcorn will be provided; It will be a time 

of fun and fellowship with a multigenerational music soundtrack. Mark your calendar now…don’t 

miss out on this musical adventure.  All AGES are WELCOME.   

 
Chee what??  Qigong!!   

(chee - gung) Kent UCC offers a weekly class in Chinese Qigong 

every Friday at 10am via  Zoom.  We talk, breathe, move, etc. for 

about 45 minutes.  No special clothing or equipment necessary, be 

comfortable.  You might want a chair and water - that's it.  If you 

would like to participate or just know more, call or e-mail Harold 

Hight @ 330-203-5684    

hightfam4@sbcglobal.net.  He will send you a zoom link.  

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84490773355?pwd=NVZ1RmdNK2VWZFk3NVVMbFdaVnc5dz09
mailto:hightfam4@sbcglobal.net
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Outreach Update – Donna Hess 

This summer Kent UCC Outreach committee is partnering with the Ben Curtis Foundation to 

help to feed food-insecure children in our community over the summer. The Foundation was 

started by former pro-golfer and Kent resident, Ben Curtis, and his wife, Candace, a Kent 

Roosevelt graduate, in 2013. Their idea was to provide Birdie Bags to children in need in the 

Kent schools. These bags were distributed over long weekends and extended vacations. The 

bags contain 9 meals and 6 snacks and, once a month, the children are given toiletries. To 

begin, the Foundation worked with one elementary school in Kent; today the Foundation serves 

all Kent schools as well as five other area school districts and distributes over 5,000 Birdie Bags 

each time.  We will be one of three distribution sites in the Kent area, and will need 

approximately 2-4 volunteers each Wednesday from 12-2, beginning June 16. We will use the 

Sign-up Genius so watch for information via email and the weekly update. 

 

In addition to helping the Ben Curtis Foundation and the King-Kennedy Center, Outreach is also 

working with the Haven of Portage County’s new homeless shelter. With the number of 

homeless growing in Portage County, this shelter is an urgent need. Miller House can only hold 

22 people, and, according to the Haven’s website, we currently have approximately 100 

homeless in the Kent/Ravenna area. We have been in touch with Ann Marie Noble, the 

Executive Director, of the Haven regarding their upcoming needs to furnish and stock the 

shelter. We donated $500.00 this month with the hope to do more in the future.  God is still 

speaking. 

 
Social Justice Ministry Update – Jen Case 
We are so grateful to Sunny Matthews for leading us in some crucial work in learning about the 

six Kingian principles that can help guide our church toward more meaningful racial justice work. 

We had a good turnout and came to some tentative ideas for how to move forward. One of 

those ideas was becoming a place and resource for peace marshal training! 

  

As we enter the summer months, there is a 

wonderful opportunity for our church to be 

involved in the Thomas Anderson Memorial 

Garden located in Kent's Historical South 

End. We invite you to take a look at the 

most recent articles in The Portager, 

Record Courier, and Akron Beacon 

Journal! The pictures were taken by our 

very own Barb Hanniford! This is a chance 

for us to join hands with our Black brothers 

and sisters in meaningful community work. 

There will be a group there just about every 

Saturday morning, and lunch and water will 

be provided. Ask Jen Case or Barb Hanniford for more information. It would be great to have a 

few of us there every week! 
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Finally, we continue to deepen our commitment and involvement with local groups that are 

already doing social justice work in Portage county: NAACP, KIFA (Kent Interfaith Alliance for 

Racial Reconciliation and Advocacy), and a newly formed Black-led group, CCC (Collaborative 

Community Committee). 

 

The Arc of the Universe: How it Bends Towards Justice for All - By Frank Hairston 

Orginally Written for the Portager 

theportager.com 

 

“We shall overcome because the arc of the moral universe is long but it bends towards justice.” 

That quote from Dr. Martin Luther King is one of my favorites, and it is a favorite among a lot of 

people I know who blazed the trail for me, including my parents. 

I do believe that the arc of the universe is a moral arc that bends towards justice, but make no 

mistake -- this does not happen automatically.  As children of God, we know it is our moral 

obligation to reach up and grab that arc and pull on it. 

Wherever I go in Portage County, I see people of all backgrounds and races, all working 

together, pulling on that arc, bending it towards justice for all. 

 

And that inspires me and gives me hope, and it is certainly something that should motivate us 

all to stand up together, to speak out together, and to take action together. 

 

We must continue fighting the good and moral fight for justice, for our time on this planet is finite 

and fleeting.  We simply cannot afford to let hate, fear, and perceived differences keep us apart; 

we need each other now more than ever. 

 

Dr. King was right.  We will only overcome injustice if we stand together and pull the arc of the 

moral universe towards justice. Together. 

 

COMING SOON FROM SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ADVOCACY MINISTRY 

New Yard Signs! 

Last year’s “Black Lives Matter” signs were very popular, and we still see them around town.  

We’ll soon be offering a new sign. Watch for a picture and information about when and where 

you can get one. The cost will be just $10 again. Proceeds benefit Social Justice and Advocacy 

Ministry programs and activities. 

 
Adult Small Groups 
We have several other small groups that are a great way to build meaningful relationships and 

have fun! Given the virus outbreak, our groups generally will not meet in person, although some 

are meeting via Zoom.  Please contact Kathy Robinson about Square One Zoom meetings on 

the first Saturday of each month. Don Bubenzer is your contact for Bagels and Books Zoom 

meetings Thursday mornings. We will all be so glad when it is safe to resume our gatherings! 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/pasto/Downloads/theportager.com
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Stephen Ministry – Sue Otterson 

Your Stephen Minister team is here to help you! Each of 

us has been trained to care for those in need in a variety 

of situations, and we are here to lend an ear to what 

concerns you may have. If you need, or know of someone 

who needs care, I invite you to reach out to me via email 

sueotterson@gmail.com, or phone: 234-417-2335. We are 

also looking to begin a new training class in the Fall. If you 

would like to train to be a Stephen Minister, or would like more information, reach out as well. 

 

W.I.S.E. Team – Jackie Peck and Mary Homer 

For many congregations, the W.l.S.E. process included formation of spiritual support groups. 

The Kent UCC W.I.S.E. team and others in the congregation have expressed interest in this. 

We share these guidelines from the Mental Health Network (mhn-ucc.org) to inform our 

ongoing conversations. 

 

Spiritual Support Group for Mental Health and Wellness Guidelines 

Regular meetings are held 7:00 - 8:30 PM, the 2nd and the 4th Monday of the month. 

 

Meetings are facilitated by two people. The role of the facilitators is to help sustain a group that 

provides a safe, supportive, sacred, and spiritual space. We may offer an invitation, question, or 

a comment to help that happen during the meeting and we lead the opening and closing rituals. 

 

 

1. We honor each other’s ’presence and therefore we listen carefully to one another. 

 

2. We allow each person time and opportunity to express himself or herself before anyone 

speaks twice. 

 

3. It is OK to stay silent. You can say “pass” at any time. 

 

4. Share feelings as well as thoughts including personal insights about your spiritual 

experiences. 

 

5. Our main purpose is not to resolve difficulties but rather to listen, support and comfort each 

other. Any wisdom that emerges belongs to the group. 

 

6. We use  “I” statements when sharing our experiences, what we have learned, and what has 

been helpful or not helpful in our own lives. We do not offer advice to others unless they ask. 

 

7. We are open to the expressions of how one’s faith or spirituality has been a help and/ or a 

hindrance. This group welcomes all faith traditions or none, and welcomes everyone’s 

understanding/experience of spirituality. 

 

mailto:sueotterson@gmail.com
http://mhn-ucc.org/
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8. We agree that everyone has something of value to share with the group, if they so choose, so 

that no one person monopolizes the time. 

 

9. Confidentiality is maintained in the group. We cannot share whatever a person says here 

anywhere else. 

 

10. We seek to provide a safe environment in which a person can share without judgment. 

 

11. We keep our comments in the here and now. 

 

12. If a person needs to leave the meeting at any time, they are free to do so.  

 

13. We begin and end on time. 

 

The Blue Box! 

Did you know we have a blue box outside our front office doors? It’s large enough to 

accommodate a great many things. Currently, it’s holding devotional materials and the 2020 

KUCC Annual Report. Would you like a copy? Stop by and pick one up! 

Mystery Solved! 

 

Behind Door Number 1… Lydia Lumpkin 
They have been white water rafting before. 
They are interested in music and cultures from different countries. 
They have been to New York City. 

Behind Door Number 2… Heather Lohman 
They are an Ohio State alumna and a huge Buckeye football fan. 
Two things they have come to love that they never thought they would are watching dance 
competitions and bowling matches (because of their kids). 
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One of the things they are most proud of was being a foster parent to a five-year-old girl and, 
someday, they would like to foster kids again. 

Behind Door Number 3… Wayne Schneider 
They will be married 35 years in August. 
They once flew a private plane up the Hudson River in NYC. 
They have been a member of Kent UCC since 2018 and were just getting to know everyone 
when the pandemic hit. 
 
Chancel Flower Sign-up For 2021 
A beautiful floral arrangement in our worship space lifts all our spirits and warms our hearts as 

we hear of a special occasion a member of our congregation is celebrating or helps us all 

remember a loved one. Nancy Bubenzer continues to coordinate with those who wish to donate 

a chancel flower arrangement for the month of June. The following dates are open: 

   June 6, 2021  and  June 27, 2021  

To save one of these dates to dedicate your chancel floral arrangement, contact Nancy 

Bubenzer at 330-678-3436 (H), 330-671-1014 © or email her at nbubenzer@gmail.com. 

Nancy will contact you at the beginning of the week to remind you of your flower donation for the 

upcoming Sunday worship service and the delivery procedures, along with the message you 

would like printed in the worship bulletin and announced.   

 

A Note from our Treasurer – Sally Saltzman 

Kent UCC Giving through Engage 

Have you wondered how much it costs to make your contribution through Engage?  The fee 

structure for using Engage for online donations is as follows: 

 

Payment Type Flat Fee Percent of Donation 

Visa, Master Card, Discover .30 2.9% 

American Express .30 3.5% 

Electronic Check .30 .8% 

 

Did you know that you can cover the fees for the church when you make your donation?  Once 

you have submitted your donation and are on the “review” screen, simply check the box that 

says “I would like to increase my donation to offset processing fees” and Engage will calculate 

your fee and increase your donation by this amount.  For instance, for an electronic check 

donation of $100.00, Engage calculates the fee to be $1.11 and increases your donation to a 

total of $101.11.  Increasing your donation to cover the fees is a small way to reduce the 

church’s monthly expenses. 

 

April Financial Results 

As we move into the summer months, the church’s financial status has exceeded our budgeted 

expectations.  Operating results for April and the Year-to-Date are shown below.  For the month, 

income was $44,200 which was 34% over the budgeted amount of $33,009.  Expenses were 

mailto:nbubenzer@gmail.com
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$35,206 which was nearly equal to the budgeted amount of $34,772.  For the year-to-date, the 

actual net loss was ($4,855) which was 31% less than budgeted amount of ($7,049).  

 

 April Budget April Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $33,009 $44,200 $132,038 $130,140 

Expense $34,772 $35,206 $139,087 $134,994 

Over/Under ($1,762) $8,994 ($7,049) ($4,855) 

 

June Birthdays 

01 Shannon Kish 02 Annie O’Malley 03 Diane Drewette, Pam Quellhorst  

04 Barb Donaho, Rachelle Roeger 05 Justin Khol 09 Robert Hoefler 11 Connie Craven,  

Gladys Wells 13 Tiffany Dunlap, Zoe Walsh 14 Michael Dietz, David Meyer  

18 David Bigler, Kim Galizio, Shane Riddle 19 Olivia Braden 20 Barb Hanniford 

23 Elizabeth Hoover 24 Bruce Hansford, Beth Kloskoski, Ron Moss 25 Carl Bee, 

Sue Hetrick 26 Lana Bigler, Nancy Paterson, Gordon Wall 28 Margaret Phillips 

29 Linda Mize 30 Sandy Roeger 

 
Sundays in June 
June 6: Second Sunday after Pentecost  

Holy Communion  

Sermon by Pastor Amy 

10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube 

   

June 13: Founders’ Day  

Sermon by Pastor Amy 

10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube 

 

June 20: Fourth Sunday after Pentecost/ Father’s Day 

Sermon by Pastor Amy  

10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube 

 

June 27: UYF Mission Sunday 

UYF Leading Worship 

10:00 Worship on Facebook and YouTube 

 

How to Reach Us   

Kent UCC  |  1400 East Main Street  |  Kent, OH  44240 
Phone: 330.673.9534  |  Fax: 330.673.8828 

office@KentUCC.org  |  Facebook @ KentUnitedChurchOfChrist 

 

Office Hours: Staff are primarily working from home during Covid-19 crisis.  

Summer Hours are 9:00a.m. to 2:00p.m.  
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                                                    Staff Contacts 

   

Rev. Amy C. Gopp 

Senior Minister 

PastorAmy@KentUCC.org  

Corey Fowler 

Director of Music 

CFowler1@Kent.edu  

Rev. Kimberly Nagy 

Minister of Faith Formation 

KNagy@KentUCC .org 

   

Heather Cronin 

Financial Administrator 

HCronin@kentucc.org 

Leah Davis 

Admin. Assistant 

LDavis@KentUCC.org  

Don Deibler 

Custodian 

via Office@KentUCC.org 

   

STARTING IN AUGUST!  We are exploring publishing The Messenger quarterly. We’ll see how 
it goes and what you think!  The newsletter will be circulated online and in print. Articles and 
other items for publication in this newsletter should be submitted to the church Administrative 
Assistant by e-mail to: LDavis@kentucc.org.  
 

 
OUR MISSION: 

Enlivened by the grace of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
Kent United Church of Christ does justice, embraces faithful love, and walks humbly 
with our God to serve and transform lives, our community and the world. (Micah 6:8) 
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