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Partnership with Portage County 

NAACP Moving Forward 

Kent United Church of Christ is moving  forward 
to fill a need and continue a  partnership with the      
Portage County chapter of the NAACP. 

Immediately after the  murder of George Floyd in 
early summer of 2020, Pastor Amy called Dr.   
Geraldine Hayes-Nelson, 
president of Portage County 
NAACP, to ask what our 
church could do to support 
them. The first answer Dr. 
Hayes-Nelson gave was that 
they had a need for office and 
meeting space.  Pastor Amy 
presented this need to Coun-
cil, and the church began 
moving forward this endeav-
or, though progress was 
slowed due to the pandemic. 

As many of us at Kent UCC 
have learned in recent years, the National Associ-
ation for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) is the oldest and largest civil rights or-
ganization in the United States. Its mission is “to 
ensure the political, educational, social and eco-
nomic rights of all persons and to eliminate racial 
hatred and racial discrimination.” Our own local 
chapter in Portage County has spent decades  
doing just that, and our own members have a 
history of being involved in this crucial mission. 

According to Frank Hairston, long-time member 
of Portage NAACP and beloved member of Kent 
UCC, a big part of why Kent UCC has a relation-

ship with the local chapter is due to the faithful 
work of two members, Bruce and Nancy Hans-
ford. The Hansfords were active members of the 
NAACP and attended meetings faithfully. Twenty 
years ago, when the chapter started to have    
discussions about their annual prayer breakfast 
needing more room, Nancy volunteered Kent 
UCC’s fellowship hall to host the function. This is 
where it’s been held ever since! After Nan-
cy’s death, Bruce established an annual 
scholarship in Nancy’s honor for university 

students. 

Currently, Pastor Amy and 
our Social Justice and Advoca-
cy Ministry are also submit-
ting a proposal to the UCC’s 
Living Water Association for a 
Prophetic Community En-
gagement grant which, if 
awarded, would offset the 
costs of readying the new 
office. Committed members of 
the Property Ministry cleared 
and cleaned out a space that 

was formerly a Sunday school room in order to 
have an office area ready. We anticipate the move 
in sometime this fall. 

The hope for all involved in this project is that 

our partnership with the Portage County NAACP 

would continue for many years and that the love 

of Christ be spread by this partnership. More 

photos on p. 9. 
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Our Mission: 

Enlivened by the grace of Jesus Christ and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit, Kent United Church of Christ does justice, embrac-

es faithful love, and walks humbly with our God to serve and 

transform lives, our   community and the world. (Micah 6:8) 

Alan Frank and Dr. Geraldine Hayes-Nelson 
at NAACP MLK JR Prayer Breakfast  
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We have entered a new era of 
Church.  It is helpful to conceive of 
the changing Church, both Kent UCC 
and the Church universal, as a web 
more than an entity now.  The 
church as a community of people in 
many different times, places and 
spaces—both physical 
and virtual—is now 
the norm.  Our sense 
of time and place has 
changed.  We move in 
virtual spaces as often 
as we do physical 
ones.  We need not 
worship at 10am on 
Sunday, but when we 
decide to do so online.   
 
How might we open 
ourselves more widely 
to the movement of 
the Holy Spirit in these 
ongoing, unsettling, uncertain times?  
How do we best position ourselves 
for this new era?  What does it now 
mean to “attend” church?  Is          
attending “watching” church?  How 
are you worshiping and engaging?  
How do we avoid passive               
absorption?  Is asynchronous       
community possible?  Is church 
membership still the barometer of 
someone’s commitment or level of 
engagement?  Or is commitment to 
our mission and how one engages 

with that mission the indicator?  
These are some of the burning    
questions keeping me up at night, 
and I share them with you as my  
beloved flock.  Possibly you, too, 
have such questions, concerns, 
hopes and ideas.   

 
Yet even as we swim in these 
uncharted waters, one thing 
we can know for sure:  God is 
always doing a new thing.  
Our invitation is to trust that.  
In The Divine Dance, Richard 
Rohr proclaims, “It’s actually 
your ability to trust that there 
is guidance available that    
allows it to show up as       
guidance!”  Rather than relying 
on myself to provide the    
guidance, my growing edge is 
truly trusting the Spirit to do 
so.  Perhaps this is the same 

for you.  We all would rather have 
answers provided than prayerfully 
listen for them to come in the Spirit’s 
time.  But that is precisely what these 
fascinating times call us to do.  Trust.   
 
Trust that God is doing a new thing 
and that the Holy Spirit will provide 
us with all the guidance we need to 
navigate this new era.  I trust that 
with all my heart, and hope that you 
can, too.   

 A SPACE FOR GRACE 

 The Rev. Amy Gopp, senior pastor 

 

Pastor Amy 

WE FINALLY DID IT!  WE BURIED OUR TIME CAPSULE! 

FROM OUR MODERATOR 
~Jeff Roeger 

When we first discussed a time capsule, it was in conjunction with the 
Kent United Church of Christ’s Bicentennial anniversary.  It was our 
intent to wrap up our year-long celebration 
which began on Founders Day June 2019, by 
burying a time capsule in June, 2020. In it, we 
would include mementos from our 200th  
birthday. 
 
Midway through our celebration – in the first 
few months of 2020 – there were reports of a 
newly identified virus in China.    
 
On Sunday, March 15, 2020. as Corona virus 
infections began to sweep the globe; we held 
our last in-person worship service for 15 
months.   
 
It has been amazing to witness the ongoing 
work of our church in spite of the global pandemic.  
The Congregation’s response has been  thoughtful and heartwarming.  
So, you’ll find more than just mementos from an almost year-long 
birthday party in our time capsule.  
 
 
 

You’ll find evidence of perseverance, creativity, and most importantly, 
God’s Grace.   

There are photos of our masked youth distributing 
free meals-to-go on the third Sunday of every 
month, and pictures of the congregation            
worshipping together outside.  There are special 
messages from our 2021 church school              
participants and a 64 GB SD Card and USB SD card 
reader with recordings of our virtual worship 
services and celebrations. It is indeed a treasure 
chest! 
 
Currently a plaque is being made to mark the   
location of the time capsule which will read: 

 
Kent United Church of Christ 

Time Capsule 
   Buried Here on Sept. 12, 2021 

                                          (2 ft. from wall & 2 ft. down) 
                                         To be opened in 2050 

Leadership! Lead-your-ship. At Kent UCC I 

think about leading the Church of Jesus Christ! 

Biblical terms I think of Noah and what God 

commanded him to do. Talk about a challenge. 

There are many, many other biblical leaders 

too. Leaders do not have age limits, common 

backgrounds or must “prove yourself “ to be-

come effective in what ever one chooses to do. 

Leaders do need to have a love for Christ’s 

Church, willingness to serve, have fun and add 

a touch of humility. Also, if you have been a 

church leader please don’t consider yourself 

retired. Our Mission counts on everyone of us 

to be leaders. For me, it is a joy to be the Mod-

erator. I am privileged to get to meet and know 

and work with so many different people I am 

truly blessed and honored. I have made many 

mistakes, and, that is the beauty of Kent UCC, I 

know everyone will help me overcome them. 

We have a tradition of love and care for each 

other!!!! As 2022 is soon upon us, consider 

serving Christ’s Church in leadership. As our 

Constitution and Bylaws spell out that leaders 

serve for a specific time then transition off. The 

church will be looking for new leaders to serve. 

From a new Vice Moderator and different min-

istry chairs our Nominating Committee will be 

looking for new leaders. Please consider and 

inquire in advance. I would love to hear from 

you. At our Congregational Meeting in January 

there will be nominations to replace people 

who have served their terms. A new leader or a 

seasoned one. The Church needs you! Our 

Mission needs you! To do Christ’s work needs 

you…..! We are living into the next 200 years of 

The Kent UCC! Blessings toYou All! Jeff Roeger  

 

I can be reached at  

jfroeger@att.net 330-808-1445  
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J-Walkers  
Our middle school youth group started off the program year with a 

bang, leading our Access Sunday worship on October 10! They meet 

every other Sunday after worship to play games, learn, and practice 

their faith. In October they went to Dussel Farms to go through the 

corn maze, in November they helped with the community meal, and in 

December they collected toys and had a Christmas party. Any youth 

grades 6-8 can join us anytime!  

United Youth Force  

UYF made good use of the summer weather that        

extended into fall by doing a lot of outdoor activities! 

After another outdoor fall kickoff, the youth group    

finally gathered in the building for their now annual 

Great UYF Bake Off. The “Band Geek” team just beat out 

the “Girl Bosses” team for this year’s golden whisk. 

They hiked the ledges trail in Cuyahoga Valley National 

Park, carved and decorated pumpkins with social      

justice messages, and enjoyed a holiday party together. 

The group also participated in several service projects, 

including leaf week, picking up trash around Kent,     

collecting winter gear for community meal guests, and 

buying toys for local children for Christmas. Any youth 

in grades 9-12 are invited to join us Sunday nights at 4 

p.m.!  

Do you have questions about our youth programs at Kent UCC?  
Reach out to Pastor Kim at: knagy@kentucc.org 

Confirmation 
Our Confirmation year kicked off on October 3 this year with three new 

students: Andy Rickelman, Lindsay Wills, and Simon Hassler. They 

were blessed in worship with their mentors, Frank Hairston, Eileen 

West, and Glenn Hanniford, respectively, in September and have spent 

these first few months studying who God is, who Jesus is, who the Holy 

Spirit is, and who they are as people of faith. After the new year, the 

focus will shift to what the church is and how it functions in the world. 

Thank you for supporting these young people on the journey,              

reaffirming their baptismal vows with this community that also        

covenanted to raise them in faith! 
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SHARE A BOOK 

Would you like to share a book that you've read? Every edition we will feature one 

book  review by a congregant. The book must reflect our mission as a church. When 

you are done with the book, we ask that you donate a copy to our library located  

downstairs by the UYF room so that others can read it.   Contact:  

Sue Otterson, church librarian at: sueotterson@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By: Don Bubenzer 
 
The church library welcomes a new addition to its collection: A More Perfect    
Union, by Adam Russell Taylor.  
 
A recent addition to our church library is: A More Perfect Union: A New Vision for 
Building the Beloved Community, by Adam Russell Taylor. 
 
Each Sunday Pastor Amy uses the phrase beloved community or a variation of the 
phrase: Beloved in Christ or just Beloved. And each Sunday when she says the 
words, I find myself relaxing a bit and being one with all of you as we seek to 
know and live as the Beloved Community.  It is a moment of empathy and         
inclusiveness in which I realize just what we can do as members of the Beloved 
Community. 
 
The morning after the acrimonious 2016 election, Adam Russell Taylor’s               
five- year- old son burst into he and his wife’s bedroom to ask who won the       
election.  As Taylor explained the probable outcome his son said, “It will be OK  
because you and Mommy will make it OK.”  At that moment, Taylor writes, “I felt 
the weight of the world on my shoulders.”  As the father of two Black boys, he was 
faced with withdrawing into cynicism and disillusionment, maybe even moving 
out of the country, or to double his efforts at defending the ideals of the America 
he loved. He chose the latter. Quitting his job, he became the president of the 
Christian social justice organization Sojourners.  This book is a part of  Taylor’s 
efforts to “make it OK.” 
 
Taylor, an ordained Christian minister, writes to the ideals of both our U.S.         
Constitution and the ideals of our Christian Faith. At a time when it seems           
politicians are more interested in cultivating constituents and winning rather 
than  serving our countries ideals and needs, when voting maps are drawn so that      
candidates choose their voters rather than drawn to allow voters to choose their 
candidates, Taylor believes we are badly in need of a renewed and unifying vision.  
 
It is the unifying vision of a Beloved Community that spans differing religions and 
the religious and non -religious that Taylor seeks to gather into a spiritual body.  
With the belief of Jesus that “a house divided against itself cannot stand,” Taylor    
re-imagines the Beloved Community, using what we might think of as both our 
UCC and de facto US motto, E Pluribus Unum, or “Out of Many, One” as a base. 
 
Taylor writes of telling the whole truth as a way of setting us free and as a way of 
redeeming patriotism. He then proceeds to discuss what you and I can do to advance 
the community with chapters on equality, radical welcome, interdependent love, 
nonviolence, environmental stewardship, dignity for all, and revitalizing and         
reinventing democracy. Each chapter contains examples of life where folks are     
participating in the Beloved Community. He offers each of us ideas about how we can 
join in and new places to join in.  
 

I have a parable for you by A.A. 
Milne: 
 
“Today was a Difficult Day," said 
Pooh. There was a pause. "Do you 
want to talk about it?" asked Piglet. 
"No," said Pooh after a bit. "No, I 
don't think I do." "That's okay," said 
Piglet, and he came and sat beside his 
friend. "What are you doing?" asked 
Pooh. "Nothing, really," said Piglet. 
"Only, I know what Difficult Days are 
like. I quite often don't feel like talk-
ing about it on my Difficult Days ei-
ther, but goodness," continued Piglet, 
"Difficult Days are so much easier 
when you know you've got someone 
there for you. And I'll  always be here 
for you, Pooh." And as Pooh sat there, 
working through in his head his     
Difficult Day, while the solid, reliable 
Piglet sat next to him quietly,    
swinging his little legs...he thought 
that his best friend had never been 
more right. 
 
If you are having Difficult Days, a Ste-
phen Minister can sit with you as Pig-
let did for Pooh.  
 

                ~ Sue Otterson, Stephen Ministry 

 
 
 

Kent UCC annual congregational 
meeting will be held after church on 
Sunday, January 23, 2022.  
 
Please plan to attend. 
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Every year Outreach sponsors the Bob 
Clark Turkey Fund. Someone from 
Outreach will speak about this at an 
upcoming service and give some   
background for this  annual event. 
The money raised (last year $2385) is   
given to Kent Social Services to help 
provide Thanksgiving dinners for the 
many food-insecure families in our 
area. The offering at our November 
7th service will be for this fund. In       
addition, you can send a check to the 
office with “Bob Clark Turkey Fund ” 
included in the memo line. 

Outreach has been very busy in the late summer, early fall serving the commu-
nity on behalf of the church. The needs are great, and our community partners 
are actively working to improve the circumstances for so many. 
 
We completed our Birdie Bag distribution and will be working with the Ben 
Curtis Foundation to improve the program for next year. In addition to the 
Birdie Bags, we have been discussing the joint spaghetti dinner fundraiser with 
Social Justice for the King Kennedy Center gym and have decided to look into a 
take-out dinner sometime in early 2022. We also have helped to sponsor sever-
al fundraisers for our community partners, contributing 1250 to Safer Future 
Hope in Handbag; 1500 to the Haven of Portage County Denim and Diamonds, 
a fundraiser for the new homeless shelter; 50 to the NAACP scholarship fund-

raiser; and 500 to the upcoming Habit for Humanity event. We also gave 500 to the Ben Curtis Foundation, 500 to the clothing 
center, and 500 to PFLAG.  
 
We are now busy working on plans to help the Haven of Portage County get their homeless shelter open and stocked since there is 
such an urgent need for this. Watch for more news regarding a Giving Tree at our church for items needed by the shelter. Out-
reach has also been developing ideas to support the many Afghan refugees. The International Institute in Akron is expecting 200-
500 in our area. We will be putting together Fair Trade baskets full of goodies which will be for sale in early December. In 2019, 
we did this in November and sold all in one Sunday. More will be forthcoming on this project too. 
 
We thank the members of the church for their generosity so that we can continue to support our partners in the important work 

they do throughout our community. ~ Donna Hess 

Outreach will be 
involved in several 
events in December 
to help to meet the 
many needs in our 
community.  
 
The Christmas Eve 
offering will be    
donated to the    
Haven in Portage 
County for the new 
shelter. We will also be setting up a Giving Tree 
so that members can bring in items needed by 
the Haven homeless shelter to keep it running 
smoothly.  

 

KENT UCC BOOK GROUP 
 
The KUCC book group is up and reading! Consider this an open invitation to all to join 
us. We meet on the 3rd Saturday of each month from September- June. Since Covid, 
we have been on zoom, but we are hoping to meet in-person for our  November 20 
gathering. 
 
If we can, we plan to meet at the home of  Kim Redman at 6 PM.  Please bring a dish 
to share for potluck and your own place setting.  We have chosen books for the next 3 
months.    
 
Nov. 20- The Madness of Crowds by Louise Penny. 
Dec. 18- How The Word is Passed by Clint Smith. 
Jan. 15, '22- A Woman of No Importance by Sonia Purnell.   
 
Don't these reads sounds enticing?  Join us in exploring a variety of different worlds each 
month. For more information, text Kathyarobinson@gmail.com.  An update on each meet will 
be sent out before we gather. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE BOOK STUDY 
 

Our anti-racism book club has been meet-
ing diligently for a year now! All are wel-
come from the church and community at 
any time. We are now meeting the 4th 
Monday of every month at 7pm via Zoom.  
 
Contact Jen Case if interested at:  
imjenlee@hotmail,com 

O give thanks to the Lord, 

for he is good; his steadfast 

love endures forever!  

~ Psalm 118 

mailto:Kathyarobinson@gmail.com
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Stewardship 
It is that time of year that we prayerfully consider how we will    
support/contribute to the mission of Kent UCC. Over the next few 
weeks you will hear testimonials by members serving as             
reminders of the many ways our church is engaged in faithful and 
generous practices Rooted in Love. 
 
Please review our Kent UCC Mission statement: 
 
Enlivened by the grace of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, Kent United church of Christ does Justice, embraces faithful 
love, and walks humbly with our God to serve and transform lives, our community and the world. 
(Micah 6:8) 
 
Please, thoroughly and thoughtfully, read the letter enclosed within your Stewardship packet. Review what our           
community of faith has accomplished over the past year and our hopes and plans for the coming year. Consider what 
you are able to offer of your time, talent and treasure in response to all that God has done in our lives. 
 
The Stewardship Committee would like to encourage you to give in a regular way by setting up an electronic recurring 
gift through the “Engage” system found on our Kent UCC website.  If you need assistance please contact Leah Davis, 
our Office Administrator.  
 
Mark your calendars for Dedication Sunday, November 14th when we will covenant with God and each other by       

offering our commitments to the life-changing work God is doing through our congregation. 

Never did I expect that being a deacon would mean so much to me. I have connected with 
people I either knew casually or never even met. One of these experiences was with Nancy 
and Larry Francis. I knew them both to say hello at church, but never really talked to them 
until about a year ago on the phone. At that time Larry told me about his twin brother who 
was very ill and had moved nearby. Lynn was put on our prayer list. Larry is now dealing with 
the loss of this brother and being the only one left in his family. 
 
Nancy has told me all about their family and their new great grandson who lives nearby as 
well as a new great grandchild expected in Columbus. Nancy is so knowledgeable about genealogy and would be willing to give 
anybody tips on how to do the research. Even though people are not quite as isolated now, I feel that it is still important to stay in 
touch through cards or phone calls. We have all learned new and creative ways to reach out to others. Thank you Nancy and Larry 
for being willing to just talk and share. I look forward to seeing you in person. ~ Barb Marken 

The WISE process is an opportunity for the entire congregation to consider what it 
means to be fully Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, and Engaged with those living 
with mental health challenges and their families. In many ways Kent UCC has been 
on a path toward becoming WISE for several years. Maybe you have participated in 
a book study, a poetry workshop, a service on Mental Health Sunday, or a NAMI 
walk to increase awareness and support. Maybe you or a loved one has participated 
in a recovery program and now help others seeking recovery. Maybe you have felt 
the pain and loneliness of loss due to mental illness or addiction and found solace in 
the presence of another. Maybe having once felt abandoned by God, you again hear 
how deeply God loves you, just as you are.  
 
Prayerfully ask yourself what this process means for you. Do you see your own 
lived experience reflected in the draft covenant? Do you see the hope of collective 
healing in its lines? Do you see that you are beloved of God in its words?  
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Bruce Hansford has the distinction of being the longest-term 
church member.  Bruce grew up in Kent, but he didn’t join the 
church until 1946, after his marriage 
to Nancy Greer. He was active before 
then, however. It seems that his      
girlfriend Nancy was a member, and 
he joined Mildred Bumphrey’s youth 
choir in high school in order to spend 
more time with her!   
 
Nancy’s father owned Greer Heating 
and Cooling, and Bruce began working 
for Greer after he graduated.          
Eventually he took over the business 
with his brother-in-law.  David      
Hansford is now the owner, but Bruce 
wasn’t eager to retire. He continued to 
make house calls until he was 90! 
 
Bruce has had numerous church     
involvements. When Bruce and Nancy’s children—David and    
Susan—were in high school, the two served as youth group        
advisors.  They took the group to Pipestem, West Virginia for    
mission trips several times.  Bruce also served as a deacon, both in 
our old building and in the current one. He’s been an usher and can     
 

still recall the strict instructions that he got in the old church; cer-
tain people wanted to be seated in “their” pews!   
 
Probably Bruce’s greatest involvement has been with the Property 
and Finance Ministry. Whether he was an official member or not, 
he regularly kept an eye on our building.  He took care of the     
furnace and air conditioning and for years came to the church at 
6:30 Sunday morning to be sure that the furnace was working and 
to check the lights.   
 

He did many things with Nancy   
before her death, including helping 
when she would prepare meals for a 
crowd at church. Outside of church, 
he and Nancy were involved with 
Eastern Star; he became the Worthy 
Grand Patron for the state in the 
1970s.  Bruce is also a Mason and a 
member of Shriners.  
 
As he thinks back to his earlier years 
at Kent UCC, he recalls being a little 
nervous around prominent         
members, but he reached a point 
where he got past that fear.  Once it 
was gone, he felt like he really was 
part of the church. He believes that 
everyone should be involved with 

the youth of our church in some way.  They’re in the position he 
was as the “new kid on the block.” 
 
As another article in this newsletter points out, Nancy and Bruce were 
active in the NAACP.  He has established the NAACP Nancy and Bruce 
Hansford Scholarship in her memory. 

Getting to know... 
Bruce Hansford 

 
Property Ministry has used the past 21 
months to update and repair numerous 
areas of the church.  Van Meter Hall has 
new paint, blinds, storage, folding 
chairs and doors.  Cracked classroom 
windows were replaced.  The sanctuary 
has new lighting, and the Automatic 
Electronic Defibrillators were updated.  

Bathrooms have been painted and drywall repaired.  The elevator 
has been updated and the air conditioners and heating systems 
are ready for another winter.  Outside, we’ve gotten a new picnic 
table with trees and perennials planted in the parking area.  
Maintenance on the building and surrounding area is an ongoing 
task with many behind the scenes activities.   
 
Members of Property are monitoring the City of Kent East Main 
Street Project as the proposed Route 59 and Horning Road traffic 
circle will impact our property bordering these two roads.  They 
also act as liaisons between the Kent officials and KUCC Council.   

HOLY HUMOR: Q. How does Moses make his coffee? A. Hebrews it. 
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Did you know that Kent UCC is striving to be a “green” church? 

Here are some tips to help you live a greener life and promote part 

of our mission: 

Have a Green Christmas! 
 

Your Kent UCC Green Team has some suggestions for you to make this season of 
Advent and Christmas more environmentally friendly as well as more meaningful.  
The key is to be MINDFUL.  When planning your holiday season, put some thought 
into all aspects of your celebrations: the food you serve, the gifts you give, the decorations you use, the deeper meaning of celebrat-
ing Christmas.  Here are some suggestions we hope you follow that may make your holiday less stressful, less wasteful and more  
meaningful. 
 
Food and Entertaining 
Each year tons of food is wasted in American households.  During the holidays we often tend to overdo it. Our trash cans fill up with 
food containers, disposable tableware, and all of the detritus of holiday celebrations. 
What if you set some green guidelines for this year? Here are some ideas: 

 Buy groceries that are organically grown. 

 Serve foods that you or your loved ones prepare yourselves. Avoid buying premade food that is over processed and over     
packaged. 

 Make cooking and baking a shared experience and an integral part of your holiday plans. 

 Use real dishes, napkins, cups and tablecloths.  No disposables!   
 
Decorations 

 Try making ornaments from recycled items.  In the past, our Advent workshops have included ornaments made from       
clothespins, tea tins, medicine bottles, and drink containers.  Use your imagination to repurpose trash. 

 Make sure you are using LED lights and other energy reducing de cor. 

 Let Mother Nature assist you in creating free and natural decorations.  Use pine branches, pinecones, fruit, nuts, popcorn, etc.   
to create a natural and great smelling ambiance. 

 
Gifts and Wrapping 
Doesn’t it seem like gift-giving has lost its meaning through the years?  Our elders waxed poetic about the joy of receiving an orange 
and a piece of candy in their stockings.  Can you even recall the gifts you have received in Christmases past? 
Let’s rethink the way we shop and the type of gifts we give.  Here are some suggestions. 

 Buy locally when possible.  Support local small businesses and artisans. 

 Give a donation to a worthy cause that you know the recipient would appreciate.  (Think local food banks, environmental 
groups, animal rescues, Red Cross and other aid groups) 

 Buy gifts from companies that are known to donate a portion of their profits to worthy causes or strive to operate in green and 
ethical ways. 

Lists of Socially Responsible Companies are readily available on the Internet and will inspire you to choose great gifts.  Equal       
Exchange and Prosperity Candle Co. are two examples of such companies. 

 Try not to order on-line.  Of course it is simple to press a few buttons and receive a quick delivery.  Please stop and take a     
moment to ponder what the true cost is of that item.  How much waste and pollution was generated to get that “thing” to you.  
From over packaging to the fuel and emissions of planes and  delivery trucks, the environmental costs are devastating. 

 Give gifts you have created.  Food from your kitchen, a hand- sewn item, a photo album, poetry and other things you are skilled 
at making will be cherished.  Coupon books with promised services of house and yard work, rides, pet sitting, babysitting, car 
washes, etc. would be especially appreciated. 

 
Finally lets get creative about wrapping those gifts!  You could eliminate wrapping altogether but here are a few suggestions for 
wrap that is more environmentally friendly. 

 Get a great cloth tote bag that the recipient can use again and again for grocery shopping and other hauling. 

 Tissue paper can be eliminated but if you already have some, you can reuse it.  Put your iron on low heat and get those wrinkles 
out and reuse. 

 Use a new beach towel, tablecloth, scarf, or nice fabric to put around your gift.   

 Make your own wrapping paper using shelf paper or other large pieces of recycled paper and try various decorating techniques 
such as stamping and painting. 

 Use newspaper, maps, magazines and other printed materials you might otherwise throw away.  Use your imagination! 
 
In short: PLANNING, CREATIVITY and MINDFULLNESS are the keys to having a Wonderful and Meaningful Green Christmas! 
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FROM THE PAGES OF... 

This recipe is a STAFF 
FAVORITE and comes 
highly recommended! 
200 Years of   

Extravagant Hospitality— 201           
Recipes to celebrate our   bicentennial 
was published in November 8, 2019 by 
our Fellowship Ministry with                 
contributions from over 50 members. 
Copies are still available in the church 
office. If you would like to purchase a 
copy or two, they are $20 each. Please 
contact the church office at:                      
office@kentucc.org 

Debbie Barber 

Outdoor Tree Lighting 

Friday, December 3 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Come one and all for an outdoor, family-friendly Advent event on December 3!  
Join the Fellowship Committee as they host a tree lighting ceremony with carols 
and treats.  All of the ornaments that were brought for the outdoors pine last 
December will be put back on the tree.  We   invite you to bring an ornament to 
add to the tree this year. You are also encouraged to bring donations for the Kent 
Social Services food pantry.  The shopping cart will be available to fill with your 

grocery donations.  Dress for the weather and bring a folding chair if you’d like to sit during the festivities.  This promises to be a 
fun and meaningful addition to your Advent season.  See you there! ~ Julie Wallace 

 Partnership with Portage County NAACP 

Moving Forward cont. from p. 1 

KUCC Social Justice Committee  
Member and NAACP Publicity       

Officer, Frank Hairston 
Future office space of NAACP  

at Kent UCC 
Dr. Geraldine Hayes-Nelson &  

Frank Hairston 

mailto:office@kentucc.org
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November  
1: Brett Baughman 4: Harold Hight, Michael Spayd 8: Anne West                        

11: Madeline Brady, Leah Davis, Shawn Gordon 12: Joan Eshler 13: Rachel 

Saurman 14: Karen Kaulen, Megan Snyder 15: Sandy Evangelist                         

16: Mark Holzapfel, Eileen West 18: Becky Dunlap 19: Bill Hoover,  

Kim Redman 22: Jordan Jones 25 Taylor Dunlap, Dick Leppo                                

26: Molly Cowperthwaite 29: Chelsea Lehman, Lucas Porcelli 30: Brooke Baughman 

 

December 

1: Doug Shanley 3: Jaime Arthur 5: Melanie Jackson 7: David Hansford 8: Christina Vaught 11: Molly Mains  

13: Grace Polcha, Mara Suvak 14: Terry Johnson 15: Tracey Foreman, Gayle Wall 6: Shana Barker 17: Don Cooley    

18: Jeff Saltzman  19: Leah Baddeley 25: Carol Birkner 26: Judy Kletzien, Brittany Robinson, Casey Shepherd  

28: Mike Kaulen 29: Sara Shoemaker 31: Mary Hight 

 

January 
2: Kristen Horvath-Broda 3: Don Bubenzer, Peter Johnson 12: Carol Ewers 13: Susan Hansford 15: Miriam Ridinger,  

Pam Rusanowsky 16: Sherry Bennington 17: Paul Silver 18: Gwen Gressard 27: Leah Kidney 28: Roger Duvall,  

Nancy Moss 

Don’t see your name listed? We may not have your birthdate in our database.  
Contact Leah in the church office at: LDavis@kentucc.org and let her know any missing information we may not have. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 

AN UPDATE FROM COUNCIL ~ Barb Hanniford 

• We rejoice that in-person worship in the sanctuary be-
gan September 12 and has gone well thus far. About 80-90 
have worshipped in person and many more have joined us 
via YouTube, either live streamed or viewed later. We’re 
very grateful for the technical support of Julie Swango, 
Felicia Lumpkin, and Kim Redman, who make the live 
stream possible.  The Worship and Arts Ministry is cur-
rently procuring our own equipment, thanks to a Living 
Water Association technology grant and surplus funding 
from the recent sanctuary lighting project.  We are actively 
seeking people who will help operate the AV equipment in 
the future.  We’re also are seeking greeters, ushers, and 
liturgists.  Please see the weekly update for links to the 
sign-ups. 

 

• We approved an In-Person Health and Safety Policy 
which can be found here. 
 

• We approved two important personnel changes on the               
recommendation of the Personnel Ministry: 

 

 
 
 Pastor Kim is reducing her work schedule to 25 hours a 

week effective January 1 to allow her more family time. She 
anticipates a continuing focus on faith formation for       
children, youth, and young adults but will no longer be able 
to coordinate adult education. Council also approved      
Personnel Ministry gathering input and recommending 
staffing to help cover the gap left by this change. 

 
 Financial administrator Heather Cronin was offered        

another full-time position and thus is no longer with us.  As 

of October 1, Leah Davis has added financial                  

responsibilities to her job responsibilities.  She is being 

promoted into the newly created position of Office           

Administrator, a 40-hour per week position. She is in  

training through the end of December as she works closely 

with treasurer Sally Saltzman. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c4ba9ae23a2f58-greeter
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c4ba9ae23a2f58-usher
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c4ba9ae23a2f58-liturgist
https://files.constantcontact.com/9453c9ac101/46e60bcb-591c-4cc6-97af-59e975952d74.pdf


 

11 

The Rev. Amy Gopp 
Senior Pastor 
pastoramy@kentucc.org 

The Rev. Kim Nagy 
Minister of Faith Formation 
KNagy@kentucc.org 

Corey Fowler 
Director of Music 
cfowler1@kent.edu 

Leah Davis 
Office Administrator 
LDavis@kentucc.org 

Don Deibler 
Custodian 
office@kentucc.org 

Leslie Madden –Handbell Choir Director 

Council: 
Moderator — Jeff Roeger 

Vice Moderator — Sue Otterson 

Treasurer — Sally Saltzman 

Clerk — Barb Hanniford 

Diaconate — Jackie Peck 

Education — Becky Dunlap 

Fellowship — Julie Wallace 

Finance —  

Nominating — Jen Case 

Outreach — Donna Hess 

Personnel — Jaime Baughman 

Property — John Hetrick  

Stewardship — Karen Carmany 

Worship & the Arts — Glenn Hanniford 

Youth Representative — Grace Polcha 
Member At Large — Barbara Werstler 

Have a question for council? Contact:   
Barb Hanniford: bhanniford@neo.rr.com 

Our Mission: 

Enlivened by the grace of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

Kent United Church of Christ does justice, embraces faithful love, and 

walks humbly with our God to serve and transform lives, our community 

and the world. (Micah 6:8) 

KUCC is an Open and Affirming (ONA) 
and Accessible to All (A2A) church, we 
welcome all of God’s children to worship, 
serve, grow, and experience the joy of the 
Gospel with us.  

Kent United Church of Christ 
1400 E. Main Street, Kent, OH 44240 
330.673.9534 
kentucc.org 
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KENT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SUNDAY SERVICE 

10:00AM 
kentucc.org * 330.673.9534 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP/SOCIAL MEDIA 
  https://bit.ly/3jVsNX7 
 
 https://www.facebook.com 
              KentUnitedChurchOfChrist 

 

GIVING 
We appreciate your gifts to our church to help continue 
our mission. Did you know that you can also give online? 
Go to our website and click on the “donate” tab on our 
homepage. Or use this link: https://kentucc.org/donate 
 
You can also bring your offering to church on Sunday      
morning, or send us a check to: 1400 E. Main Street, Kent, 
OH 44240 
 

 

NEED TO CATCH UP? 
Watch this week and the previous weeks  
worship and children’s church on our      
website at: https://kentucc.org/worship-
online 

 

ONLINE CHURCH DIRECTORY 
https://engage.suran.com/kent-ucc/s/login 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
Do you have an anniversary, birthday, or important date  coming 
up that you would like to commemorate? Donate chancel flow-
ers for our Sunday morning worship service. Contact Nancy   
Bubenzer at: nbubenzer@gmail.com for more information. 

GET IN TOUCH 
Do we have your updated  
information including your email  
address? We send out weekly updates to let 
our church family know of current events 
and resources. Please contact the church 
office at: office@kentucc.org or call: 
330.673.9534 to update your information. 

Office Hours: 
M-F 9am-4pm 
 
Summer Hours: 
9am-2pm 

IF YOU ARE VISITING OUR CHURCH: 

1400 E. Main Street, Kent, OH 44240 * 330-673-9534 * kentucc.org 

SUGGESTIONS? 
Do you have suggestions for the next    
Messenger, an article you would like to 
write, or an idea for a column?  
We’d love to hear from you!  
 
Contact Terri at: 
tsilveruccmessenger@gmail.com 

GET INVOLVED 
Are you interested in joining the church? 
Would you like to get involved in a  
ministry or group but don’t know who to 
contact? Would you like to help with 
events? Would you like to volunteer in the 
church office?  
 
If you would like more information, please 
contact the church office at:  
office@kentucc.org 

kentucc.org
https://bit.ly/3jVsNX7
https://www.facebook.com/KentUnitedChurchOfChrist
https://www.facebook.com/KentUnitedChurchOfChrist
https://kentucc.org/donate
https://kentucc.org/worship-online
https://kentucc.org/worship-online
https://engage.suran.com/kent-ucc/s/login
mailto:nbubenzer@gmail.com
mailto:office@kentucc.org
kentucc.org
mailto:tsilveruccmessenger@gmail.com
mailto:office@kentucc.org
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1400 E. Main Street, Kent, OH 44240 
Phone: (330) 673-9534 

kentucc.org 

No matter who you are , or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

“Be still, and know that I am God! 
    I am exalted among the nations, 
    I am exalted in the earth.”  
 
Psalm 46:10—NRSV 


