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The WISE Covenant and You! 
By Mary Homer 

Imagine that you, or a loved 
one, suffers from a mental 
health related condition and/
or addictions but are often too 
afraid to let others know about 
your hellacious plight. You 
might even be in denial that 

you suffer from such related issues. Even 
though 1 in 4 encounter such conditions in our 
lifetimes, many individuals also suffer from 
stigma, the lack of effective 
treatments, unmet needs, 
and resources, and other 
supports we take for grant-
ed! These struggles are 
tragically increased in the 
lives of black and brown 
populations! 
 
I know firsthand about such 
struggles as both a mental 
health advocate, and as one 
whom has suffered mental 
illness most of my life! After 
beginning our church’s 
Mental Health Ministry in 
2007, it is an absolute blessing that the WISE 
Team has sought the approval of  the entire 
congregation of our WISE Covenant those en-
countering mental health related conditions, 
and addictions. (Welcoming, Inclusive, Sup-
porting, and   Engaged.)  Our Covenant 
acknowledges our commitment to provide a 
safe non-judgmental spiritual home for all! As 
promises made before God, entering this Cove-
nant pledges that  

 
 
 
we will follow Jesus’ example to accept all mar-
ginalized people “Where everyone, no matter 
where they are on life’s journey, is welcome 
here.” 
 
I have seen countless consumers, and 
their loved ones, illustrate the needs of 
our Covenant with these examples in 
mind: 

 
1) A survey of consumer needs reveals 

that a great many want to go to 
church, but lack transportation, 
and someone to accompany them.  

 2) A consumer with very large feet 
lacked the resources to buy shoes 
and wore bags instead. In such 
cases, our church could make re-
ferrals, or find congregants willing 
to fulfill such needs.  

 3) Two consumers attend our church 
for the first time. Ignoring their 
presence, I leave them in the back 
of the sanctuary. They never re-
turn, and one dies soon after. I 
have to ask myself what might 
have happened if I had openly wel-
comed them instead! 

 
  Continued on page 2.  
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Enlivened by the grace of Jesus Christ and empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, Kent United Church of Christ does justice, 

embraces faithful love, and walks humbly with our God to 

serve and transform lives, our community and the world. 

Mary Homer 
Lifetime UCC Member 
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During this time the Church Council would like to recognize the 

leadership of Jamie Baughman. Jaime has completed her three year 

term of Vice Moderator, Moderator and Personnel Chairman. 

 

As Vice Moderator, Jaime was the leader and coordinator of our 

Church Bicentennial! - task so well done and it culminated with the 

50 year time capsule dedication in the back of the church this past 

Summer  - Amazing Accomplishment! 

 

So, a smooth transition into her moderator role? Well her first 6 

weeks yes…….by mid March 2020 we fell into the Covid reality 

(which we all had zero experience) Jaime led with boldness, high 

energy and the upmost sincerity for Christ’s Church which she 

loves and cares for so much! In coordinating with Pastor Amy , 

Jaime was the right person for navigating us through the perfect 

storm.  So decisive! 

 

As chair of Personnel, she modeled her organizational skills in    

assuring the Personnel Policy and the execution of staff evaluations  

were performed with integrity and as laid out in the policy. She led  

a great team to accomplish this important responsibility.   

 

Jaime, thank you! You are a true leader!! 

 

I also want to welcome our new Council Members: 

 

Brenda Schneider—Clerk 

Crystal Shanley—Stewardship Chair 

Bill Hoover—Finance Chair 

New to Position: Karen Carmany—Council at Larger 

Emily Roeger—Christian Education Chair 

Grace Polcha—UYF Council Representative 

 

Also, nominating committee, Megan Snyder 

 

Thank you, Jeff  

I can be reached at: jfroeger@att.net or 330-808-1445 

The WISE Covenant and You! (Continued from Page 1) 

FROM OUR MODERATOR 

~Jeff Roeger 

 
 
4) Another consumer came to church with bad hygiene. I felt 

very disgusted and left him. Blessedly, two former con-
gregants, Nancy Hansford and Grace Brinker, hugged 
and welcomed him! As we enact our Covenant with the 
Holy Spirit everyone will be embraced.  

 

5) Our Mental Health Ministry supported residents in Cole-
man Health’s five homes. One church member asked me 
how she should talk with these individuals. I insisted  

  
 that we must treat these individuals as friends, instead 

of treating them as needy stricken mentally ill adults. As 
we follow our own Covenant, such camaraderie will    
the norm throughout our entire congregation! 

“To sing is to pray twice” is one of my favorite 
Serbian proverbs. Singing can teach us how 
to pray; it taught me to surrender to my 
breath, to the breath of God that first brought 
me to life. That breath is the Holy Spirit, re-
siding within each of us. 
 
But sensing, let alone trusting, the Holy Spirit 
within us is not something any of us do effort-
lessly. Like singing, the more you practice, the 
more you begin to rely on your breath to car-
ry your voice, the less you strain and exhaust 
yourself—the better you sound. Your rela-
tionship with the Divine must also be nur-
tured and developed. The more time you 
spend with God, the more you know one an-
other, the deeper your trust.   
 
I believe that the very heart of the spiritual path is trusting God. 
Fully, completely, wholeheartedly. Getting out of our own way and 
surrendering to the power of the Holy Spirit to move in ways we 
can’t even imagine. This year, I invite you to commit to one practice 
for your own life and for our congregational life: Trust in the Lord 
our God—with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.   

 
 
 
Make time for God when you rise, throughout your day, and before 

going to sleep.  Listen for God more and talk to God less. 
Spend time being still, in sacred silence, and less time in 
a flurry of activity and busy-ness. At the end of the day, 
ask yourself two questions: “For what moment today 
am I most grateful?” And then, “For what moment to-
day am I least grateful?” You can also adapt this prayer 
practice for your children, teaching them to become 
ever-aware of God’s presence.   
 
Finally, after answering those questions in conversa-
tion with God, close your time with a prayer of grati-
tude. Give thanks for whatever you have experienced—
the highs, the lows—and then rest in the promise of 
God’s presence with you throughout the night and 
when you wake up the next morning.   
 
Can you imagine how your trust in God might deepen if 

you committed to this prayer practice? Can you imag-

ine how your life would change if you became more aware of God’s 

Presence in all things and at all times? Trust the Breath of Life with-

in you to carry your life’s song this year—and discover how truly 

powerful your voice sounds when you 

trust God to sing through you. Pastor Amy 

 A SPACE FOR GRACE 
 The Rev. Amy Gopp, senior pastor 
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January Council Update 
~ Barb Hanniford, Clerk 
 

Council has had a number of issues to consider since our update in the last Messenger. 
 
• At our January 4 meeting, we approved continuing with online worship services through the end of January due to the surge 

in COVID cases.  Council will reassess plans before then. 
 
• Earlier, Council approved a proposal from Music Director Corey Fowler for the Chancel Choir to return to rehearsals and 

singing in worship services. The proposal outlined numerous safety protocols. This plan was put on hold once in-person 
worship was suspended, however.   

 
• We approved nominations from the Nominating Ministry for officers and new Council members.  Given the challenges that 

COVID has presented for almost two years, Jeff Roeger agreed to serve a second year as moderator, and Sue Otterson will con-
tinue as vice moderator for another year.  See the annual report for the slate of officers and ministry chairs approved at our 
annual meeting, 

 
• We also approved a 2022 budget proposal for presentation at our annual meeting. Please see the annual report for details 

and annual meeting summary in this newsletter.    
 
• After reviewing the latest version of our draft WISE Covenant (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, and Engaged), Council 

voted to put it forward to the congregation for approval at the annual meeting.   
 
• Glenn Hanniford from Worship and the Arts Ministry shared that we will soon be transitioning to new audiovisual equip-

ment for live streaming our worship services. We will have a transitional period until the new equipment is installed and 
people are trained to operate it.  

Highlights of Annual Meeting 
 

Our Annual Meeting was held via Zoom on Sunday, January 23—the second year we’ve held our annual meeting virtually. We had a great 
turnout despite not being together in person. 
 
Jackie Peck presented the WISE Covenant (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive and Engaged) on behalf of the WISE Team.  She shared 
background on Kent UCC’s history of mental health ministry and information on the United Church of Christ’s Mental Health Network.  
Together, we read the WISE Covenant the team had drafted.  We voted unanimously to approve the covenant, making Kent UCC the 
first church in the Heartland Conference to become a WISE congregation.  Our work in carrying out our mental health ministry will con-
tinue. 
 
In recognitions and celebrations, those leaving Council were thanked for their service:  Barb Hanniford (clerk), Jaime Baughman 
(Personnel), Karen Carmany (Stewardship), Becky Dunlap (Education), and Dick Symon (Finance). Jen Case was also recognized for her 
work as chair of the Nominating Committee.  Our ministers and staff were celebrated, and Julie Swango and Felicia Lumpkin were 
thanked for their many audiovisual contributions. We also thanked the Covid Advisory Team for their continuing hard work. 
 
We approved the 2022 budget proposal with projected income totaling $401,382 and expenses totaling $413,159. Our income includes 
$9,800 in interest income that had accumulated from our money market account. This is a one-time income source because now the in-
terest is being added to our operating budget as it is received.  Members were encouraged to prayerfully consider increasing their gifts 
and pledges in the coming year. 

We approved nominations from the Nominating Ministry for officers and new Council members.  Given the challenges that COVID has 
presented for almost two years, Jeff Roeger has agreed to serve a second year as moderator, and Sue Otterson will continue as vice mod-
erator for another year.  Other Council members also include the following (* indicates a new Council member):  
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk – Brenda Schneider * 
Treasurer – Sally Saltzman 
At-Large Member– Karen Carmany * 
UYF representative– Grace Polcha * 
Diaconate – Jackie Peck 
Property – John Hetrick 
 

Finance – Bill Hoover * 
Education – Emily Roeger * 
Fellowship – Julie Wallace 
Worship & Arts – Glenn Hanniford 
Outreach – Donna Hess 
Stewardship – Crystal Shanley * 

https://files.constantcontact.com/9453c9ac101/73fbe14c-b510-4a50-a817-73b8cf21e190.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9453c9ac101/73fbe14c-b510-4a50-a817-73b8cf21e190.pdf
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Summer Camp for Kids of All Ages!  

It's still winter, but it's time to start making summer plans! Registration just opened for summer church camps at Templed Hills 

Camp in Bellville, OH (our United Church of 

Christ camp)! There are a variety of camps 

for a variety of ages. Do you have a pre-

schooler who'd like to attend camp with a 

grandparent or other family member? 

Grands + Family Camp is for them! Have a 

high schooler who loves sports? Check out 

Sports Camp! How about an elementary 

school kid who likes hiking, swimming, and 

making s'mores? Just Camp (or mini Just 

Camp) is ideal! Check out all the camps and dates HERE. If you have any questions, reach out to Pastor Kim. See you at camp! 

Hungerford Scholarship Award Winners 2021 

 
Congratulations to our 2021 Hungerford Scholarship Award winners, Savanna Wills and Abigail 
Scherer!  Savanna will be graduating from the Kent State University Fashion School in the spring. In 
2021 she represented the School of Fashion at the Council of Fashion Designers of America Design 
Scholarship Awards with her collection titled, “Social Prey.” She also interned with the Abercrombie 
& Fitch Leadership Development Program and enjoyed volunteering with their partner, Flying Horse 
Farms, which is a summer camp for kids with serious illnesses and 
their families. As she finishes her thesis with a thesis magazine and 7 
look collection, she is beginning to job search and apply to possible 
graduate programs.  
 

Abigail is a junior at Ohio University, where she is working on a de-

gree in Political Science through the Honors Tutorial College. Her list 

of future goals includes serving her fellow citizens, community, state, 

and country as a public servant; go to law school, work on a political campaign, or find a job doing 

policy-related work; and ultimately make a difference in the country and world. Currently an in-

tern for the Athens County Democratic Party, Abigail is working on several local campaigns, in-

cluding the Allison Russo campaign for the 15th Congressional District and Nan Whaley’s guber-

natorial campaign.  

Pastor Kim Moved to Part-Time Work 
After January 1, Pastor Kim has reduced her work hours at Kent UCC to free up more time with her family. Her job responsibilities 

will be focused on children and youth, and she will be available in the church office Sundays, Mondays, and Tuesdays during work 

hours.  

Savanna Wills 

Abigail Scherer 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

and lean not on your own understanding.” - Proverbs 3:5 

https://heartlanducc.org/templed-hills/


 

5 

J-Walkers (Middle School Ministry) 

Our J-Walkers have a full calendar of events for the winter/spring season!  
Some of those upcoming events include: 
 
February 13 - Make and deliver valentines to shut-ins 
February 27 - Ice skating in downtown Kent 
March 13 - Games and devotional at church 
March 27 - Blanket Sunday 
April 10 - Progressive Dinner 
April 24 - Kent Community Garden work 
To get involved in J-Walkers, which is open to any youth grades 6-8,  

email Pastor Kim for more info at knagy@kentucc.org. 

Children’s Ministry 
Our children and youth came together in December to put on an outdoor live nativity for the church! Thank you to our partici-
pants, audience, Dick Symons for building us a stable, and maintenance crew who helped bolster the stable against the wind. We 
also collected over 300 small stuffed animals to send to children at the border during the Advent and Christmas season! 
 

The Christian Education Committee is meeting at the end of January to *hopefully* make some concrete plans for our children in 
the coming calendar year! Make sure you’re receiving weekly email updates from the church and follow Kent United Church of 
Christ on Facebook so you don’t miss out on important announcements about Lent and Easter activities, Vacation Bible School, 
summer camp, and more!  

United Youth Force  
(High School Ministry) 
 
United Youth Force is gearing up for one of their biggest events 
yet - an immigration immersion trip to Tucson, Arizona, from 
June 12-18! The next few months will be filled with regular UYF 
activities but also some fundraisers to help them get to Tucson. 
Here are some upcoming UYF activities and fundraiser dates. 
Thank you in advance for your support! 
 

January 31 - Silent Auction Begins Online 
February 6 - Game Night! (Grogg, Mafia, ETC) 
February 13 - Make Valentines and deliver to shut-ins 

 
February 20 - Community Meal 
February 27 - Creating winter bags for the homeless community 
March 6 - Meal Fundraiser 
March 13 - Canvas Painting 
March 20 - Community Meal 
March 27 - Donations to Welcome Kettle Project                    
(Afghan Refugees) 
April 3 - No UYF (Spring Break) 
April 10 - Trash clean up 
April 17 - Community Meal 
April 24 - Car Wash Fundraiser 
 
To get involved in United Youth Force, which is open to any youth grades 

9-12, email Pastor Kim for more info at: knagy@kentucc.org. 
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 ~ Donna Hess, church member 
 

Several friends recommended Kristin Hannah’s books to me, but I was 
attempting to read every David Baldacci series at the time. However, 
needing a break from tension, world crises, and the brink of atomic de-
struction, I decided to delve into The Great Alone by Hannah. It is a glori-
ous survival story taking place deep in the Alaskan wilderness. Hannah’s 
knowledge of the Alaskan landscape and the pioneering spirit of its peo-
ple even today is amazing. She captures their sense of independence and 

yet their commitment to others in their community in beautiful ways throughout the book. 
 
Leni Allbright and mom and dad move to a remote northern corner of Alaska. Her dad, Ernt, has inherit-
ed a decrepit old cabin from a fellow Vietnam vet. He suffers from many demons left from the war, and sadly, his wife is often the 
victim of his anger and PTSD. But, as many abused women, do, she makes excuses and accepts the blame for his attacks. All of the 
anger and abuse take their toll on Leni, but she finds a wonderful young man who tries desperately to understand her trauma. Han-
nah’s descriptions of the hardships, both emotional and physical, that this family endure are exquisite and draw the reader easily 
into the story, which takes many twists and turns. 
 
In the end, it is the draw to the community and the wilderness of Alaska that soothes Leni’s soul. A beautiful, well-crafted book. 
 
Would you like to share a book that you’ve read? Every edition we will feature one book review by a congregant. The book must reflect our mission as a 
church When you are done with the book, we ask that you donate a copy to our library located downstairs by the UYF room so that others can read it. 
Contact: Sue Otterson, church librarian at: sueotterson@gmail.com 

SHARE A BOOK 

~ Sue Otterson, Stephen Ministry 

 

Stephen Ministries needs your help! We are actively seeking caring people to train to join our ranks. We need 

several people interested in a rewarding and life-enriching experience to take the next class that we are hop-

ing to begin this summer. Please direct any questions to a current Stephen Minister (Barb Hanniford, Nancy 

Bubenzer, Jaime Baughman, Muriel Breyley, and Don Cooley) or Stephen Leader, Sue Otterson. We also have 

Stephen Ministers available for you if you would like someone to help you through a rough spot. 

~ Jackie Peck, WISE Team 
 
At our January 23 Annual 
Congregational Meeting, af-
ter a unison reading of our 
Covenant, the WISE Team 
moved that the members of 
Kent UCC adopt the WISE 
Covenant and personally and 
communally strive to live it. 

The motion passed unanimously. Thanks be to God!  
 
The Mental Health Network—UCC has put our certificate in the 
mail. When we are back to church in person, look for it hanging 
in our hallway, a sign of our commitment to each other and to 
God and our community. We are the first congregation to be 
certified WISE in 2022, and the first ever in Ohio.  
 
With thankful remembrance of those who have walked before 
us and deep gratitude for you, our congregation, who partici-
pated in the process of becoming WISE, we now continue the 
journey toward justice and advocacy for those who experience 
mental illness, brain disease, addiction, mental dis-ease and 
their families. 

~ Kathy Robinson 
 
The Kent UCC book 
group meets on the 
3rd Saturday of every 
month from Septem-
ber through June at 
6PM. We usually en-
joy an hour of fellow-
ship with munchies, 
then a pot luck din-

ner, and after, a discussion of the book we have chosen to 
read. 
 
However due to Covid,  we have been meeting virtually by 
zoom. We are scheduled to meet again on February 19 to 
talk about  A Woman of No Importance,  the untold story of 
a woman spy who changed the course of WWII. Its author 
is Sonia Purnell. Currently we will be meeting through 
zoom. Kathy Robinson will be sending out the link prior to 
the meet. If you would like to join the group, please email 
her to include you on our list. 
 
The books for March and April have not be chosen yet; we 
hope to do so in February. 
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Remember “Car Talk?” 
~ Jackie Peck, Chair 

 
One of our favorite NPR Saturday 
broadcasts was “Car Talk.” Bill and I 
would chuckle and laugh as Click and 
Clack solved unusual auto problems 
with a large helping of good humor. It 
was good Saturday morning therapy 
for both of us. 
 
Deacons share in another kind of "car 
talk” when providing emergency 
transportation for members who have 
exhausted all other resources. Most 
often, the transportation is to a doctor 
appointment that cannot be resched-
uled. The time on the road gives space 
for conversations that nurture rela-
tionships between people who might 
not otherwise get to know each oth-
er—more important now than ever in 
this time of social distancing.  

 
On one 
drive, I was 
surprised 
and happy 
to learn my passenger and I attended 
the same high school, although many 
years apart. We had fun sharing the 
names of favorite teachers, some who 
spanned the years we both attended! 
On another drive I learned much 
about my passenger’s work history in 
mental health, linking us together in 
our WISE ministry. Bill talks about 
how his car talk increases his under-
standing and empathy for the difficult 
circumstances that sometimes come 
to us. 
 
There is such blessing in these car 
talks. Much to remember. Much to 
respect. And like the original “Car 
Talk,” a good dose of healing for all.  

~ Donna Hess, Outreach Ministry 
 
“ Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthi-
ans 9: 6-8 
 
Our church was so incredibly generous during our Advent season, and because of 
that generosity, Outreach was able to send $1422 from our basket sales to the Living 
Water Association for local Afghan refugee assistance and $870 to the Veterans of the 
Cross, one of our Five for Five special offerings. In addition, the response to the Giv-
ing Tree for the Haven of Portage County homeless shelter was amazing, and the doz-

ens of needed items were dropped off at the Haven by Linnea and Pat Ray right before the New Year.  Our Christmas Eve offering of  $605 
was also given to the Haven to purchase additional necessary supplies to open this most important shelter in our community. 
 
As we head into the new year, Outreach will continue to find ways for our church to help meet the needs of those in our own communi-
ties and our wider church community. We remain committed to expanding our efforts with the Afghan refugees, the King-Kennedy Cen-
ter, the Haven of Portage County, and our many other important local partners. In addition, we will be finding ways to address the needs 
of our friends in Kentucky who lost everything in the devastating tornadoes at the end of last year. 

Haven of Portage County Opening! 
 

To commemorate the long-awaited completion of 
the homeless shelter located at 2645 St. Rt. 59 in 
Ravenna, The Haven of Portage 
County will host a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony at 3:00 pm on 
January 31.  They are hoping to 
partner with others for many 
aspects of their program. Use 
this link for more information.  
 
There will be desks and computers available for 
residents/visitors to use. There are men’s and 
women’s bathrooms with showers and a laundry 
room for residents.  A specific bathroom and 
laundry room for visitors that are not residents. 
 

 
Pictured: Women’s dorm, donations from giving 

tree, mural in kid’s playroom, family dorm, kitchen 

 
 
 

 
~ Jaime Baughman, Bicentennial Chair 

 
A plaque was recently installed to mark the 
place and date we buried our time capsule. 
 
Along with mementos from our 200th  birth-
day celebration, the time capsule con-
tains photos of our masked youth distrib-
uting free meals-to-go on the third  Sunday of every month, and pictures of the 
congregation worshiping together outside.  There are special messages from our 
2021 church school participants and a 64 GB SD Card and USB SD card read-
er with recordings of our virtual worship services and  celebrations. It is indeed a 
buried treasure! 

Time Capsule Update 

https://www.portagehaven.org/how-to-partner-with-us
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Stewardship 
~ Crystal Shanley, Chair 
 

A favorite author of our ministry, Henri J.M. Nouwen, writes about the “Spirituality of Fundraising”.  In his book of the same name he 
states “When we give ourselves to planting and nurturing love here on earth, our efforts will reach out beyond our own chronolog-
ical existence.  Indeed, if we raise funds for the creation of a community of love, we are helping [build the reign of God]. 
 
The members of the Stewardship Ministry wish to thank the members of Kent United Church of Christ for their loving response to our 
call for generosity in support of the ongoing mission of our church. THANK YOU!!! 
 
A request….The Stewardship Ministry needs a few new members. Two folks are retiring after completing two terms and that leaves only 
three members to complete the work of the ministry in 2022.  That being said we know that there are misconceptions about the work of 
Stewardship so here are a few comments from past members about their experience: 
 
 “My years on Stewardship gave me the opportunity to explore the meaning of service and the many ways we can be faithful 
 stewards. Our goal was to make stewardship a year round consideration......not just a financial commitment in the fall. We read 
 and discussed service philosophies and worked to adapt them to our congregation. I loved the work with our committee mem
 bers and I learned a great deal about the workings of our church. This work is very important and rewarding..” ~ Dee Kemp 
 
 “Stewardship is a vital committee. Church members, who value their membership, are committed to working toward it, having 
 the resources and other efforts to meet its mission, are valuable committee members;  

• Membership DOES NOT require members to solicit pledges from other members. 

• Membership DOES NOT give you confidential information about others giving records. 

• Membership DOES engage you in the developing of meaningful communication messages to the other members as to 
  how their time, talent, and treasures can fulfill the church's mission. 

• Stewardship is more than the pledge campaign. 

• Membership ENGAGES you with other church members in meaningful activity. 

• Membership is not as time consuming as some other committees. “ 
 ~ Ralph Kletzien 

 
 “During my four years on Stewardship, I had the opportunity to serve with some wonderful people in our congregation. This 
 group focuses on many ways to support our church's mission, leading to interesting discussions and learning a thing or two! “  
 ~ Julie Dietz 
 
Please contact chairperson Crystal Shanley or Pastor Amy for more information. 

 
~ Eileen West & Gayle Wall, Co-Chairs 

 
 
We appreciate everyone who embraced our Fa La La 
La La Holiday Fashion idea. Seeing members donning 
their Christmas sweaters, accessories and outfits cer-
tainly contributed to “Joy” Sunday.  Our Kent UCC 
Christmas album (created by Linnea Stafford) added 
to our holiday merriment.  We appreciated Leah in-
cluding the album in the Kent UCC weekly update and 
resources.  Since our Christmas Eve service was virtu-
al, the album enabled us to “see” one another and 
hopefully feel spiritually connected.  Thanks also to 
the members who submitted photos ( love the match-
ing Pajamas) and to Gayle Wall for the pictures from 
our “Joy” Sunday service.   
 
A few pictures from the album are pictured to the left.  
We also want to welcome Julie Dietz and Noah Dun-
lap to our Hospitality and Membership committee.  
 
 
To view the fill album, click here. 

HOSPITALITY AND MEMBERSHIP  

https://kentucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Fa-La-La-Album.pdf
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Frank’s journey 
to Kent UCC 
started a num-
ber of years ago 
when he got to 
know Nancy and 
Bruce Hansford 

through monthly Portage County NAACP 
meetings. The annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
breakfast had outgrown its location, and 
Nancy offered to host it at Kent UCC.  We’ve 
hosted it ever since, until the pandemic 
forced it to go virtual, and that partnership 
has now led to establishing the Portage 
County NAACP office in our building. Frank 
impresses upon us just how unusual this 
relationship is. 
 
Frank explains that God had been preparing 
him to join us, though he didn’t know it at 
the time. He felt led through prayer to become a member of 
Kent UCC in 2012 and to become involved.  He later felt called 
to say “yes” when asked to serve on the senior pastor search 
committee in 2016. God nudged him for some time with the 
idea for the Nancy and Bruce Hansford NAACP Scholarship,  
and a few years ago, it became reality.  After the violent 2017     
Charlottesville protests, Frank began convening informal               

conversations about race relations after Sunday worship. One 
outcome was the creation of our Social Justice and Advocacy 
Ministry, which Frank co-chairs.  The fact that John Brown was 
a member of our congregation touches his heart, and Frank 
wants us to honor him and his legacy.    
 
You might have seen Frank in coat and tie in church; he’s been 
an usher in the past. Or you might have seen him at local events 
such as the recent candlelight vigil commemorating January 6, 
where he served as MC.  His community involvements are 
many: president of the Skeels Improvement Corporation; mem-
ber of the McElrath Improvement Corporation, Community Ac-
tion Council, Kent Interfaith Alliance, and Portage County 
NAACP; former member of the county’s Mental Health and Re-

covery Board; fund raiser for the King Kennedy 
Center gym project; and more.  As an RSVP volun-
teer, he delivers meals to seniors every weekday.   
 
Frank retired from PARTA in 2019 as Director of 
Marketing, Customer Service, and Civil Rights. He's 
truly blessed to be married for 50 years to his wife 
Barb and to have two daughters and two ninth-
grade twin grandchildren. He and Barb have also 
fostered over 29 children in the past 10 years, one 
of whom he considers a son. 
 
You’ll often hear Frank say, “I’m not all that and a 

bag of chips, but what I am is a child of God.” He 

also lives by Galatians 6:0: “Let us not become  

weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 

reap a harvest if we do not give up.” He is a ray of light to oth-

ers, and he loves the light he sees in us with Pastor Amy, our 

youth, and our congregation. We give him hope when we stand 

up and speak out, he says. God is sending us a message about 

where we are headed, Frank observed, and we know he will 

continue to help us hear it and respond. 

Getting to know... 
~ Barb Hanniford 

Frank Hairston 
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Our own Sandy Roeger at Kinky Boots 
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As national UCC offices downsize, furniture — and much more — gets new homes 

 

A racial-justice office in an Ohio church is now home to some of the furniture from the national headquarters of the United 
Church of Christ. 

A desk, bookshelves, file cabinet, tables and chairs now fill the new office of the Portage County Branch of the NAACP. It’s in a 
former classroom at Kent UCC, 45 minutes southeast of Cleveland. 

It’s just one example of items making their way from the UCC’s longtime downtown home to Ohio churches and nonprofits. 

After 30 years at 700 Prospect Avenue, the national ministries are preparing to move this spring to smaller, rented quarters on 
East 9th Street. In November and December, they gave away surplus furniture, books, office supplies and more. 

The new homes for the furniture range from a church camp (an exercise bike with a built-in desk) to a church book nook (a 
bookcase). 

by Hans Holznagel | published on Jan 21, 2022 

‘One justice office to another’ 

The NAACP office in the Kent church is a story unto itself. 

“We received a grant from Living Water Association to help us 
with the cost of housing the NAACP office,” said Kent UCC 
member Jen Case. “But it was quickly used up with new carpet, 
locks, electrical work, a new phone line and fresh paint. We 

needed furniture! Someone from our social justice committee, Pam Quellhorst, heard that there was office furniture available 
from the main office, and it definitely felt like God’s provision in God’s timing.” 

The impact was all the greater, Case said, because it’s the first time the local NAACP has had an office of its own. As a local news-
paper headline put it, the chapter is “no longer homeless.” 

When Chapter President Geraldine Hayes-Nelson arrived to show movers where to put the furniture, “she broke down in tears,” 
Case said. “She carries much of the burden when it comes to hearing the stories and following up with Black folks that are experi-
encing racism in our county. She also provides a lot of the leadership for local youth and children’s programs, including a brand-
new chapter at Windham High School. 

“She was running the whole thing from home with her own cell phone number on her business card. She needed a home office, 
and it was long in coming due to the pandemic, but we were finally able to provide her with the space she needed and deserved.” 

And there was one more serendipity. “As we were setting up the furniture, we pulled out a beautiful poster — containing a poem 
about refugees — from the file cabinet,” Case said. “Again, it seemed like confirmation from God, a gift from one justice office to 
another. We are so grateful to the UCC office and to God for allowing us to provide an actual, physical space for this historic civil 
rights organization.” 

Seen with some of the furniture from the UCC national  
offices are President Geraldine Hayes-Nelson of the  
Portage County (Ohio) NAACP Branch, Senior Pastor Amy 
Gopp of Kent UCC, and Frank Hairston, the branch’s  
publicity officer.  

To view article click here. Republished from The National United Church of Christ News Service. 

https://www.portagecountynaacp.com/
https://kentucc.org/
https://www.ucc.org/ucc-church-house-for-sale-in-cleveland-offices-moving-to-leased-space-nearby/
https://www.ucc.org/take-a-tour-of-the-new-ucc-national-office-space/
https://www.ucc.org/come-and-get-it-ucc-national-offices-have-furniture-for-the-taking/
https://www.ucc.org/author/hansholznagel/
https://livingwaterone.org/
https://www.record-courier.com/story/news/2021/12/16/portage-naacp-has-its-first-office-kent-united-church-christ/8899608002/
https://www.record-courier.com/story/news/2021/12/16/portage-naacp-has-its-first-office-kent-united-church-christ/8899608002/
https://www.windham-schools.org/1/home
https://www.ucc.org/as-national-ucc-offices-downsize-furniture-and-much-more-gets-new-homes/?fbclid=IwAR24Vk2yC56L93DHV6XOCQr_5BOxzOavE9YoDYowBNdSqQd1yQmOqRyVL6w
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FROM THE PAGES OF... 

This recipe comes   
highly recommended! 
200 Years of   
Extravagant            

Hospitality— 201 Recipes to celebrate 
our   bicentennial was published in       
November 8, 2019 by our Fellowship    
Ministry with contributions from over 50 
members. Copies are still available in the 
church office. If you would like to purchase 
a copy or two, they are $20 a piece. Please 
contact the church office at:                       
office@kentucc.org 

Jill Khol 

 
The Green Team is gearing up for some exciting pro-
gram opportunities for everyone in the congregation.  
We will be hosting an all-church read of the book, Ca-
thedral on Fire by Brooks Berndt who is the Minister 
for Environmental Justice in the UCC.  
 
Discussion of the book will take place on April 20 and 
27 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Books are available in the 
church office for $6 each.  This is a very short, but im-
pactful read, stirring us to take action on this urgent 
situation threatening our home, Mother Earth. 
 

Then, on May 1, we are thrilled to invite the author, Rev. Dr. Brooks Berndt to our pulpit.  We hope to have an outdoor re-
ception following the service.    
 
Creation Care Sunday is April 24.  Our green team will be helping with the service that day, giving members concrete things 
to do to address our climate crisis.  We all feel helpless, at times, that we are powerless to change the situation.  But there 
are steps we can all make to make a difference and we will share our ideas on Creation Care Sunday.   
 
We are striving to become a Creation Justice Church with the UCC.  We have accomplished several of the goals on the list, 
but have a ways to go.  We will be sharing our ideas and asking for your assistance in the coming months.  
 
The Green Team welcomes any member to join our group.  We are both a think tank and an action- oriented group.  Prior to 
COVID, we met once a month, after church in the lounge.  Currently our meetings have been via Zoom.  Whether we meet in 
person, or on Zoom we welcome you to join us to offer your thoughts and join in the discussion.  Please contact Jimmy or 
Julie Wallace if you would like to be included! 
 

~ Julie Wallace, Co-Chair 

mailto:office@kentucc.org
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February 
2: Dick Symons 3: Anna Mae Pyle 4: Roger Mize 9: Ruth Saltzman 10: Bruce 

Moore 11: Scott Baughman, Bentley Wall 13: Marilyn Freeman, Donna Hess, 

Ralph Kletzien, Warner Mendenhall, Becky Roberts 14: Nancy Bubenzer  

15: Carol Dunlap, Inez Jackson 16: Kathryn Myers, Judy Rees 18: Chloe Wise 

19: Mark Polcha 21: Kirk Gordon, Carol Horner 23: Art Barbour  

25: Daniel Kuntzman, Noel Reeves 26: Paul Braden, Jane Hunter, Robert Kemp 

27: Sam Madden 28: Elizabeth Cowperthwaite, Lee Drewette 

 

March 

4: Sue Otterson, Rhuna Wall 5: Lydia Lumpkin 7: Stephanie Phillips 8: Steve Luke 11: Audrey Coyne,  

Madeleine Gordon, Melissa Polcha, Justin Wallace 12: Phil Otterson 14: Marcus Seifert 15: Debbie Barber, 

Heidi Cannon, Paul Sellman 16: Pat Ray 17: Linda Morris 18: Pat Schubert 19: Noah Dunlap, Ellen Hardgrove, 

David Myers 23: Stephen Brown, Daniel Coyne, Sophia Hayden, Wayne Schneider, Laura Smith 25: Emily Hansford 

27: Kay Hensel 

 

April 
1: Meghan Dietz, Matt Redman 3: Becky Moyseenko, Linnea Ray 4: Sean Hoover 7: Heidi Bee 8: Fay Ann Sebaly 

9: Leah Bennington 11: Rachel Robinson 13: Carolyn Galizio 14: Richard Blair 15: Judy Mendenhall  

16: Lauren Spence 17: Laurie Riddle 20: Rick Wise 22: Devon Dorr 24: Kim Sebaly 26: Joy Ann Leavy 

27: Humberto Carro L’Harrigan 28: Amy Rickelman 30: Beth Sucharzewski, John West 

 

 
Don’t see your name listed? We may not have your birthdate in our database.  

Contact Leah in the church office at: LDavis@kentucc.org and let her know any missing information we may not have. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

EXCITING NEWS: The Worship and Arts Ministry has received a $5000 grant from the  Henry V. and Frances W. Christenson  Foundation 

towards the A/V project in the sanctuary that will allow us to continue streaming live services! 

CONGRATULATIONS: Emily Roeger on being hired as a full-time faculty member at Theodore Roosevelt High School in Kent.  

CELEBRATION: The congregation celebrated a baptism in November 2021 for Colette Giltz, daughter of Danridge and Rachel Giltz, and 
granddaughter of Jim and Terri Silver, and Dan and Cecil Giltz.  

 
Square One has JOYFUL News: At our December meetings, we learned that the following     
families are adding little ones this Spring: 
 
Brett and Amy Baughman, son of Scott and Jaime Baughman. 
 
Russell and Sarah Poulson, daughter of Bill and Georgeanne Hoover 
 
Philip and Melanie Marken, son of Joe and Barb Marken 
 
Danridge and Rachel Giltz, daughter of Jim and Terri Silver 
 
Sean and Rhuna Boyles, daughter of Bentley and Gayle Wall 

 
Please let Terri know if we’ve missed anyone. This is going to be a JOYFUL year for many! Terri can be reached at: tsilveruccmessenger@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Amy holding Colette Giltz 
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The Rev. Amy Gopp 
Senior Pastor 
pastoramy@kentucc.org 

The Rev. Kim Nagy 
Minister of Faith Formation 
KNagy@kentucc.org 

Corey Fowler 
Director of Music 
cfowler1@kent.edu 

Leah Davis 
Office Administrator 
LDavis@kentucc.org 

Don Deibler 
Custodian 
office@kentucc.org 

Council: 
Moderator — Jeff Roeger 

Vice Moderator — Sue Otterson 

Treasurer — Sally Saltzman 

Clerk — Brenda Schneider 

Diaconate — Jackie Peck 

Education — Emily Roeger 

Fellowship — Julie Wallace 

Finance — Bill Hoover 

Outreach — Donna Hess 

Personnel — Barb Werstler 

Property — John Hetrick  

Stewardship — Crystal Shanley 

Worship & the Arts — Glenn Hanniford 

Youth Representative — Grace Polcha 

Member At Large — Karen Carmany 

Have a question for council? Contact:   
Brenda Schneider: bren5765@gmail.com 

Our Mission: 

Enlivened by the grace of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

Kent United Church of Christ does justice, embraces faithful love, and 

walks humbly with our God to serve and transform lives, our community 

and the world. (Micah 6:8) 

KUCC is an Open and Affirming (ONA) 
and Accessible to All (A2A) church, we 
welcome all of God’s children to worship, 
serve, grow, and experience the joy of the 
Gospel with us.  

Kent United Church of Christ 
1400 E. Main Street, Kent, OH 44240 
330.673.9534 
kentucc.org 
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KENT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SUNDAY SERVICE 

10:00AM 
kentucc.org * 330.673.9534 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP/SOCIAL MEDIA 
  https://bit.ly/3jVsNX7 
 
 https://www.facebook.com 
              KentUnitedChurchOfChrist 

 

GIVING 
We appreciate your gifts to our church to help continue 
our mission. Did you know that you can also give online? 
Go to our website and click on the “donate” tab on our 
homepage. Or use this link: https://kentucc.org/donate 
 
You can also bring your offering to church on Sunday      
morning, or send us a check to: 1400 E. Main Street, Kent, 
OH 44240 
 

 

NEED TO CATCH UP? 
Watch this week and the previous weeks  
worship and children’s church on our      
website at: https://kentucc.org/worship-
online 

 

ONLINE CHURCH DIRECTORY 
https://engage.suran.com/kent-ucc/s/login 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
Do you have an anniversary, birthday, or important date  coming 
up that you would like to commemorate? Donate chancel flow-
ers for our Sunday morning worship service. Contact Nancy   
Bubenzer at: nbubenzer@gmail.com for more information. 

GET IN TOUCH 
Do we have your updated  
information including your email  
address? We send out weekly updates to let 
our church family know of current events 
and resources. Please contact the church 
office at: office@kentucc.org or call: 
330.673.9534 to update your information. 

Office Hours: 
M-F 9am-4pm 
 
Summer Hours: 
9am-2pm 

IF YOU ARE VISITING OUR CHURCH: 

1400 E. Main Street, Kent, OH 44240 * 330-673-9534 * kentucc.org 

SUGGESTIONS? 
Do you have suggestions for the next    
Messenger, an article you would like to 
write, or an idea for a column?  
We’d love to hear from you!  
 
Contact Terri at: 
tsilveruccmessenger@gmail.com 

GET INVOLVED 
Are you interested in joining the church? 
Would you like to get involved in a  
ministry or group but don’t know who to 
contact? Would you like to help with 
events? Would you like to volunteer in the 
church office?  
 
If you would like more information, please 
contact the church office at:  
office@kentucc.org 

kentucc.org
https://bit.ly/3jVsNX7
https://www.facebook.com/KentUnitedChurchOfChrist
https://www.facebook.com/KentUnitedChurchOfChrist
https://kentucc.org/donate
https://kentucc.org/worship-online
https://kentucc.org/worship-online
https://engage.suran.com/kent-ucc/s/login
mailto:nbubenzer@gmail.com
mailto:office@kentucc.org
kentucc.org
mailto:tsilveruccmessenger@gmail.com
mailto:office@kentucc.org
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1400 E. Main Street, Kent, OH 44240 
Phone: (330) 673-9534 

kentucc.org 

No matter who you are , or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

“I am about to do a new thing; 
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
    and rivers in the desert.  
 
Isaiah 43:19—NRSV 


