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A SPACE FOR GRACE

The Rev. Amy Gopp, senior pastor

up are authentic to who we are in Christ. Discernment is
getting in sync with God by engaging our spiritual
2
intuition through prayer.

As we approach a post-pandemic “new normal” living with
the coronavirus in our midst, we will
continue to navigate constant
adaptations. This can feel
overwhelming. Exploring the practice
of spiritual discernment can ease the
anxiety, help us chart a new course,
and bring us closer to Christ.

I think of the beloved disciple leaning
against the heart of Jesus at the Last
Supper. This beautiful and poignant image
is one I carry with me and commend to
you. How might we lean more closely into
Jesus’ heart so that our heart might beat as
one with His? How might you do so? How
might our congregation do so collectively?

Spiritual discernment is the practice of
listening deeply and distinguishing
what is of God and what is solely of self
so that our spirits and choices are in
alignment with the Holy One.
Discernment is tracking whether our
interior movements are toward God, or
better yet, centered in God. It is paying
attention with an awareness of the
spiritual heart. Thus, it is a grace, a gift from God. And yet
it is also an art; we are entrusted to cultivate this gift of
grace so that the choices we make and the ways we show

In silence and stillness, with hearts wide
open, let us lean on Jesus’ heart, prayerfully
listening for the Spirit’s comfort and
guidance.
And know that no matter what, I remain
your spiritual companion as we discern the
Still-speaking voice of the Holy One.

Pastor Amy

FROM OUR MODERATOR
~Jeff Roeger

Now we are all open again. Worship in the air conditioned
Chapel will take place after Founders’ Day Sunday. Live
streaming will continue indefinitely as through the
pandemic we now understand that the world is truly our
parish.

Open and Affirming, Accessible to All, Welcoming,
Inclusive, Supportive, Engaged to those with mental
illness and to end all societal stigmas….is how each of us
pledges to live out our mission at Kent United Church of
Christ! Add to this Our Green Church Pledge and this is in
the Strategic Plan from a few years ago.

Let’s all take on the challenge to spread the word of who
we are and what we do as Christ’s Church!!!

Covid NEVER slowed Christ’s work in the community or in
the world. Actually this work accelerated! Our Pastor Amy
Gopp never let the foot off the gas. Our Lay Leadership
with Moderator Jaime Baughman were brave and bold.
That is how Christ works through us and with us in the
most challenging of times…To recognize these gifts
sometimes takes us far away from what we consider to be
normal or comfortable.

We are living into the next 200 years of The Kent UCC.
Blessings to You All!
Thank you, Jeff
I can be reached at: jfroeger@att.net or 330-808-1445

Townhall II Brings Youth Empowerment Summer Camp to Kent UCC
Townhall II is proud to announce our 2022 camp experience specifically geared towards youth ages 11 - 14. Townhall
II’s Youth Empowerment Summer Camp (TYES) is a free 6-week camp experience designed to engage pre-teens and
teens with upbeat, interactive curriculum dealing with relevant topics such as substance use and abuse, life skills,
healthy life choices, and youth leadership. All activities and curriculum are adapted from evidence-based programming
that offers age appropriate content to get youth moving and thinking.
This year, camp will be held at Kent United Church of Christ located at 1400 E. Main St. in Kent. Each camper will receive
a t-shirt and lunch will be provided each day. (Continued on next page…)
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Fun With Fellowship
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Join us with a Cup of Joe!
As of Easter, the Fellowship ministry is bringing Coffee Hour back on
Sundays after church! If you are a member of a group or committee in the
church and you would like to sign up for a month of hosting, please contact
Julie Wallace. Individuals and families are also invited to host if you have a
special day you would like to celebrate. There will be a sheet of instructions
to guide you along if you need to learn the ropes. We do our best to adhere
to the Green Church policy (using china cups, dishes, cloth napkins,
composting coffee grounds, using the dishwasher, etc.) when we are
serving as hosts and encourage everyone to do the same. Even if hosting is
not your thing, your presence is requested as we relearn the art of
socialization!
Play Ball!
After a two -year pause, we are back to the ball game! The
Fellowship Committee invites you to join us in attending an Akron
Ducks baseball game on July 29. We have reserved a block of tickets
for our church group and tickets are $12 each. Invite your friends
and family members for this fun event. The game starts at 7:05 p.m.
and is followed by fireworks. Reserve your place with Kathy
Robinson as soon as you can!
Founders’ Day
Founders’ Day will be celebrated on Sunday, June 12. Members of 30
years and more will be honored with gifts, and a cake to celebrate our
founders will be served after church during coffee hour. Let’s fill the
church pews to celebrate and honor our founders!
Join Us!
If you are the type of person who enjoys planning parties and events,
this is the committee for you. We can always use a few more ideas and
helping hands when planning and carrying out fellowship opportunities. Please contact Julie Wallace or any
member of Fellowship and we can get you signed up.

Townhall II Brings Youth Empowerment Summer Camp to Kent UCC,
continued from page 2…
Camp runs Monday through Thursday from June 6th through July 22nd from 8:00 AM - 2:45 PM. There is no
camp July 4th – 8th to allow for family vacations or other summer plans. Field trip Fridays will take place on
June 17th, July 1st, & July 22nd. Field trips are planned for the Akron Zoo, Akron Natural History Museum and
Scene 75.
This is a free summer camp experience, and registration is currently open. Camp size is limited to the first 25
campers. You can register at https://tyescampth2.eventbrite.com. If you have any questions about registration, please call Tiffany Martin at 234-236-4807 or tiffanym@townhall2.com. If you are part of a school district
that would be interested in receiving flyers for distribution to your students, please contact Sarah McCully at
234-236-4803 or sarahmc@townhall2.com.
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Property Ministry
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SPRING CLEANUP: Join us for some outdoor fellowship at the annual church Spring Cleanup on
Saturday, May 7th, starting at 9 am. If you can, please bring tools (rakes, tarps, pruners, etc.) Rain date
is Saturday, May 21st.
Hallway Gallery Lights: Thanks to the efforts of Bill Peck, track lighting was secured from a closed
Akron art gallery and installed in our office floor hallway.
The results are impressive- see for yourself!

VMH Kitchen Refrigerator: Pat Ray removed a faulty GFI receptacle from the refrigerator electric circuit to prevent a future loss of
electricity event. Fortunately, the refrigerator was nearly empty
when electric power was lost.

Other Ongoing Projects:
George Dietz and Pat Ray have downsized the small rose bed/ firebushes located by the Horning Rd.
gas meter (Less is More). The removed plantings will be replaced with grass.
Dishwasher- continuing to monitor operation now that the kitchen will be used more frequently.
Heating System Repairs- Reviewing and improving system operation where possible. Note: Natural gas
prices have gone from $3.35 / MCF in 2021 to $4.15 / MCF in 2022 (our contract price). NYMEX gas
Futures are $7.50 / MCF for July 2022, a 124% increase from a year ago!!!

Pit Stop Pub
Neil Dukes is a Kent native, and owner of
Pit Stop Pub located at 164 Cherry Street.
This new restaurant offers entrees that
include ribs, pulled pork, and burgers with many sauces and rubs. The
menu also features a variety of sides, including macaroni and cheese,
brussels sprouts with bacon and baked beans. Mr. Dukes is
collaborating with the Social Justice and Outreach Ministries on the
upcoming fundraiser for the King Kennedy Center to be held on May 22,
2022. We look forward to sampling his delicious offerings and hope the
congregation will support Pit Stop Pub in the future!

of Kent UCC

Photo credit: Brandon Lucas
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Vacation Bible School
We are so excited to collaborate once again with First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) for Vacation Bible School this July 11-14! Our theme is
Compassion Camp: Changing the World with Loving kindness and we’ll
bring back all of the fun of Compassion Camp: Be Loved, Be Kind, Be You!
First Christian Church (DOC) is excited to host us in their building this
year. Stay tuned to the weekly update emails from church for volunteer
and
participant registration forms for this annual, FREE evening event!
Questions? Contact Pastor Kim at knagy@kentucc.org.
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J-Walkers (Middle School Ministry)
Our J-Walkers are so excited to present a skit in worship on Sunday,
May 8 to raise money for Church World Service’s Blanket Sunday.
Did you know that $10 can help blanket the world with love? Church
World Service distributes blankets to people experiencing natural
disasters, homelessness, and other crises. Please consider donating
on or before May 8. Learn more about Church World Service’s
Blanket Sunday project HERE: https://cwsblankets.org/
To get involved in J-Walkers, which is open to any youth grades 6-8,
email Pastor Kim for more info at knagy@kentucc.org.

United Youth Force
(High School Ministry)
Members of United Youth Force are
gearing up for an immigration immersion
trip with BorderLinks in Tucson, Arizona,
June 12-18. Please keep our nine participating youth in your prayers as they
prepare to learn about the US immigration system, its history, meet with partners, attend deportation proceedings of
Operation Streamline, and drop water in
the desert. We’ve held an online silent
auction and car wash to raise funds, and
in May we’ll host a money wall to raise
remaining funds. Simply remove the
numbered envelope from the board, add the same amount of money as the numbered envelope ($1 goes in
envelope #1), and place it in the box. This helps people of all ages participate in getting our youth to Tucson.
Thanks for all your support!
To get involved in United Youth Force, which is open to any youth grades 9-12, email Pastor Kim for more info at:
knagy@kentucc.org.
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Social Justice Ministry ~ Jen Case
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In April, we invited Sunny Matthews back for another meaningful workshop,
this time on Critical Race
Theory. There were over
30 in attendance
including members of our
church, the Unitarian
Universalist Church of
Kent, and members of the
community. A recording
is available to those who were unable to attend the live Zoom event
On May 22, the Social Justice and Advocacy Committee is excited to welcome Rev.
Dr. Love to preach and help dedicate the NAACP office. This will be a time of celebration and of commitment to partnership with the oldest and biggest civil rights
organization in our country.

Our anti-racism book study will be
tackling The 1619 Project for the
months of April, May, and June. We
meet via Zoom the last Monday of the
month.
The Thomas-Anderson Memorial
Garden, the community garden in the
historic south end of Kent, is open for
its second season! Come, get your
hands dirty, whether you are a
seasoned gardener or not. Contact Barb
Hanniford or Jen Case for more details.

The Thomas-Anderson Memorial Garden

Finally, mark your calendars for August 27, Akron's Pride Festival and Equity March. More info to come!
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~ Jackie Peck, WISE Team

“Our children are not ok.” This is the first line in an article bye Angela Sausser that ap7 execupeared in the April 12, 2022 edition of the Record-Courier (p. 4A). Angela is the
tive director of the Public Children Services Association of Ohio, and she is calling for
action to support youth experiencing mental health challenges.
Most of us feel some impact of the COVID pandemic in our lives and our well-being.
And most of us have read, or heard first-hand, about the impact on our children and
youth and their intellectual, social, and mental development.
Yet we have hope. Hope in the steadfast love of God that we can share with our youth,
reminding them that they are loved, just as they are. And we can share with our children and our youth these spiritual
blessings that help ease the challenges of these times:
We are whole and created in God’s image (Genesis 1:27)
We belong to God’s family (1 John 3:1-2)
We have value and worth as children of God (Jeremiah 31:3)
We are always in God’s presence (Psalm 139:7)
We have God’s eternal promise that God will not forsake us (Deuteronomy 31:6-8)
We can connect to hope through prayer (Romans 15:13)
We are loved, no matter what, by God’s Big Blessed Love (1 Corinthians 13:4-7)
[Excerpted from Sarah Griffith Lund’s new book, Blessed Youth, p. 80]
May we, the WISE congregation of Kent UCC, grasp opportunities to share these blessings often and widely.

~ by Megan Snyder

SHARE A

Have you been on the journey to end racial injustice in
yourself, your community, and our country and ready for a
breather from non-fiction? I have been in this very spot and
so, about four years ago, found myself looking for some
fiction. I had heard many good things about The
BOOK realistic
Hate U Give by Angie Thomas (c. 2017) and took the
plunge.

This Young Adult/Urban Fiction story, started as a college writing assignment for this
author, and inspired by the Black Lives Movement, gave me just what I needed. It follows
the life of 16-year-old Starr Carter whose home is in a poor neighborhood, but she
attends a fancy suburban prep school, her family's attempt to give her a path to a life away from the violence and
trauma that plagues her neighborhood. When her lifelong best friend, Khalil, is fatally shot by a police officer at a
traffic stop, her life is shattered. Kahlil was unarmed.
Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a
gangbanger. Protesters take to the streets in Khalil's name. Some cops and the local drug lord (who is loosely
related to her family) try to intimidate Starr and her family. The question that everyone is asking is: what really
went down that night? The only one who can answer that is Starr.
What Starr does – or does not – say could change her life, greatly affect her community, and even endanger her life.
Her struggles to deal with Khalil's death and the complications of her relationships with her white prep school
boyfriend, her uncle who made it out of the neighborhood and is a police officer, and her parents and siblings are
well documented; they show how most of us cannot possibly know what really goes on in situations like this or
how much the entire community is affected. I was riveted from page one and experienced a myriad of emotions as
I navigated the winding path of this true to life story. I highly recommend it.
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~ Donna Hess, Outreach Ministry
8 generOutreach is very busy doing the work of the church thanks to the
osity and commitment of our congregation. We are continuing to
gather items for the “What’s on Your Bucket List” challenge.Because we
received a $250 matching grant from the UCC Wider Church ministries,
we hope to assemble more buckets than our original 20 bucket commitment. Members of Outreach will be assembling the buckets on May 4th
and Pastor Kim will be taking them to Templed Hills later in May. These
buckets will be sent all over the country to help with areas hit by natural
disasters.

Another important project Outreach is working on jointly with the Social Justice Ministry is the fundraising dinner for
the King Kennedy gym project to be held on Sunday, May 22, the day we will be dedicating the NAACP office. The dinner will be held in Fellowship Hall immediately following the dedication. Watch for details in future updates. We are
excited about the opportunity to be involved in this important event and this exciting project in the city of Ravenna.
This gym has been 50 years in the making and will provide so many summer opportunities to the Ravenna youth.
Starting in June, we will be working with the Ben Curtis Foundation again feeding food-insecure children in the Kent
community. They have made some changes in their program so that we should be able to reach more in the community. Please watch for future announcements as we will need volunteers again.
Our church continues to reach out with sincerity and generosity helping others as God calls us to do.

Deacons
~ Jackie Peck, Chair

I long for the time we can again
safely partake of communion
through intinction. Don’t get me
wrong—serving pew communion on Easter with bread and cup
was so good! Yet, it was through
offering the bread or the cup and
sharing a blessing with each of
you that I truly felt the holiness
of communion. Looking into the
eyes of my fellow congregants,
sharing the blessing of this sacred remembrance opened my
experience of this sacrament and
deepened my understanding. It’s
not just about me, an individual;
it’s about me as part of

~ Kathy Robinson

community of believers. Isn’t that
why Jesus said, “Where two or
more are gathered…”. That is
where we find God.
And this is also where we find
God: visiting those who cannot
attend church in person and
sharing the sacred meal of remembrance. Deacons do this.
And so may you—visit, share
your presence and God’s.

Join the Kent UCC book group on Saturday
evening, May 21st for a rousing discussion
of Stacey Abrams new book While Justice
Sleeps. "Avery is a young law clerk for
Supreme Court Justice Howard Wynn.
Struggling with her personal life, Avery
receives the news that the Justice has
slipped into a coma and had named her as
his legal guardian with power of
attorney.

~ Sue Otterson, Stephen Ministry
Your Stephen Ministers are here to serve you! We provide one-on-one care to those who need
someone to listen and walk alongside you in any healing journey you may be on. Please contact
Pastor Amy or Sue Otterson if you would like to be connected with someone to do this for you, or if
you know of someone who may need this care. We are specially trained to help.

Speaking of training– We are currently looking to begin our next class to train new Stephen Ministers. The class will begin this summer, but we will schedule it depending on attendee timetables.
Please speak to Sue Otterson to sign on to the class or to ask for more information.
8

Stewardship
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~ Crystal Shanley, Chair

What is Engage?
Engage is our online church directory as well as our online giving portal. If you
haven't already set up your Engage account and need assistance, please
contact Leah in the church office. If you already have an Engage account, and
would like to access it, you can click here.

What is Text Giving?
Text Giving is another way you and your family can give to our church.
Its super easy; just text the word GIVE to (330) 275-1772 and you'll
immediately receive a text back with a link that takes you to our Engage page.
There, you can sign into your Engage account or continue as a guest. The advantage of logging into your account is
that our church staff can track your gift and include it in your quarterly giving summaries. You can from there choose
to make a one time gift, or reoccurring gift, and select the desired amount. You may also help our church by covering
the processing fees; for example, if you give $5.00 then the processing fees are $.46 ; so your total gift for that transaction would be $5.46. Once you submit your offering gift, you'll receive an email from the host company to serve as
your receipt. Quick Tip: save the number as a contact in your phone as KENT UCC Text Giving and easily pull up the
information while sitting in the pews on Sundays.

Kent UCC Now Has E-Bucks!
E-Bucks are new as of Easter Sunday and will allow our congregation members to demonstrate they make their contributions to the church electronically or through text giving. By placing an E-Buck (available in the pews), in
the offering plate during worship, you are participating in the offering ritual. If you have any questions, please contact
our Stewardship Ministry Chair, Crystal Shanley, in person on Sundays at church or call/text: (330) 607-1753.

HOSPITALITY AND MEMBERSHIP
~ Eileen West & Gayle Wall, Co-Chairs

Greetings from the Hospitatlity and Membership Committee! As the church gets back
to full in person worship we are ready to live out our mission of extravagant hospitality
and welcoming all. We are holding our next prospective member class on May 15th.
Anyone interested in learning more about Kent UCC and potentially joining, is welcome
to attend. Please pass the word along to anyone you know who may be interested. Also,
we have updated our wonderful welcome bags with the most current church
information, a letter from Pastor Amy and a cool Kent UCC travel mug. These bags are on a table in the narthex and on
the table by the lower doors. As we welcome visitors and new guests we want to offer them a welcome bag so they
can learn all about who we are as a church! H & M committee members are always looking for guests but we
encourage all church members to greet and talk to new people so they feel our love and extravagent hospitality. Now
that coffee hour is starting back up, please invite new people down to Van Meter for coffee and cookies!
H & M would also like to encourage members to wear name tags! Current member name tags are in a box on the table
in the narthex. Please check your name tag to see if it is in the box. If you need a new or updated one there will be a
clipboard next to the box to let us know! You can also call the church office and let Leah know if you need a new name
tag! Finally, H & M will be working on forming some small groups based on church member interests. Right before
COVID hit in March 2020, we did an all church survey to see what type of groups and activities members wanted to
engage in. Now that we can gather together again safely, we will be revisiting the survey and beginning to set up
interest based groups for members to participate in! We are excited to focus on new ways for members to engage with
one another! Here are our wonderful H & M committee members if you would like to talk to us about our purpose or
activities! Eileen West, Barb Hanniford, Julie Dietz, Linnea Stafford, Harold Hight, Noah Dunlap, Linda Morris, and
Gayle Wall.
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JOYS AND CONCERNS
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CELEBRATION:





Congratulations to Brett and Amy Baughman on the birth of their son, Abel
James Baughman, born on April 11. Also joyful news to the new grandparents,
Scott and Jaime Baughman!
Congratulations to Joe and Barb Marken… on the birth of their grandchild, Zo
Amariah Marken born on April 28.
Did you know that Don Bubenzer published a memoir? If you know Don, you are going to want to get a
copy!

GRATITUDE:
Many, many thanks to the volunteers who gave their time to prepare and serve the community meal on
Easter Sunday. We had a smaller group for our first in-person meal since the Covid restrictions were lifted,
but we enjoyed celebrating Easter with our community of friends. We had enough leftovers to feed the
guests at Kent Social Services on Monday.
Continued on page 13

Getting to know...

Al and Debbie may be retired from paid employment, but they
stay very engaged. One of Al’s t-shirts that says “when you rest,
~ by Barb Hanniford
you rust” may sum up their retirement philosophy! Both are
volunteer Master Gardeners, involved with the Portage County
Park District, and members of Kent Environmental Council,
After Al and Debbie Barber moved to Kent from Stow, they
NAACP, and the Kent Garden Club. With Master Gardeners,
looked for a new church home locally. Thanks to Don Bubenthey have helped to create community gardens in Wyndham
zer, they learned about Kent UCC, began attending, and joined
and at Holden and Walls Elementary Schools. He is also on the
in Pastor Amy’s first membership class in 2017. They especially board of Portage County Mental Health and Recovery and is
liked our emphasis on social justice. In just a few years, they’ve involved with other groups working on mental health, addicbeen very active. Debbie sings in choir and is on the Personnel tion, and recovery issues. Debbie is currently the president of
Committee; she’s also served on the Constitution Review Com- the Kent League of Women Voters, an especially big commitmittee and the Safety Committee. Al has
ment this year.
been on Diaconate and is on both the
Green Team and the WISE Ministry.
They make time for fun, though. Their
home on East Twin Lake gives them easy
Al is a pharmacist who, prior to retireaccess to water activities like canoeing,
ment, worked primarily in geriatric
kayaking, swimming, and sailing. They also
pharmacy, most recently as a pharmatake ballroom dancing lessons, read, exercist for a nursing home company. Debcise, and travel. Debbie plays the banjo and
bie was at Kent State for 27 years, with
piano, and Al has been a home winemaker
her last position being executive direcfor about 50 years.
tor for graduation planning in the Provost’s Office. Most of her Kent State caAl and Debbie say that they try to be “we”
reer was spent in the College of Educapeople rather than “me” people, which is
tion.
partly what attracted them to Kent UCC.
Al and Debbie Barber
They have a strong sense of community
Their daughter Emily Capece lives in
responsibility. They would love to see Kent
Shaker Heights with husband Christian, son Rudy, and daughter UCC be even more involved in the community and more intenClara. Rudy is on our prayer list for a rare cancer; Al and Deb- tional about supporting people who live on the margins. Addibie appreciate our prayers and are grateful that Rudy currently
tional small group and fellowship opportunities and Bible study
is in remission. Their son John lives in Quebec City with son
are also of interest in the future. We’re fortunate to have their
Albie. The Barbers will celebrate their 50th anniversary in Auspirit and energy at Kent UCC!
gust.
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The Green Team has had a very busy few
months. Between planning and leading11the
annual Creation Care service (Earth Day), we
have read and led a book study on Cathedral on
Fire by Brooks Berndt, visited and spoken with
members of the UYF, put forth a new Green
Church policy* and worked on steps to
becoming a Creation Justice church. In
~ Julie Wallace, Co-Chair
addition, we will be presenting a monthly
“Moment for Creation” during church services.
We will work with our Sunday school children to create a nature craft in May and have plans to host a UYF
all day retreat this summer.
In September, expect a unique and fun fall kick-off which we will present along with the Fellowship
Committee. We invite anyone who has a passion for environmental issues to join our team!

OUR GREEN CHURCH PLEDGE
As stewards of God’s Earth, we at Kent UCC strive to diligently conserve, preserve, and protect, our natural resources.
Here are some guidelines we use and we hope that all groups using our facilities will also try to adhere to these
standards. We also encourage all church and community members to follow these guidelines at all times.

ZERO USE OF STYROFOAM PRODUCTS
Styrofoam never biodegrades and is a possible carcinogen. We implore you to discontinue using any Styrofoam.
Also, encourage local restaurants to provide take-home containers that can be recycled.

MINIMAL USE OF PAPER PRODUCTS
Thousands of trees are cut down to manufacture paper towels, plates, napkins, etc. We strive to use real dishes and
linens for events held in our church. If you would like to use our dishes and linens, please make arrangements with
our office administrator. We are happy to share.

REDUCE FOOD WASTE
If you have food leftovers after an event, please have a plan for distribution to those in need. We can provide you a list
of social service agencies in the area who may accept your food donations. Do not leave food in our refrigerators
unless so instructed.

COMPOSTING
We have a composter outside the back door to our kitchen to dispose of organic food scraps generated during food
preparation. This may include egg shells, nuts, coffee grounds, fruits, and vegetables. Do NOT place any meat scraps
in the composter. There is a bucket in the kitchen that can be used to carry food scraps to the composter. Please wash
it out when done.

RECYCLE
There are recycle bins in the freezer room for glass, #1 and #2 plastic, and cardboard.

REDUCE WATER USAGE
Using the dishwasher rather than hand washing reduces water usage. Do not leave water faucets running
unnecessarily.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION
11
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Treasurer’s Note
The first quarter of our fiscal year is complete. We ended the
quarter with a shortfall of $4,965. Our budgeted shortfall for the
first quarter was $798 so the actual shortfall exceeded the
amount budgeted by $4,167. Pledged income is on track but
unpledged income was less than budgeted. Natural gas heat for
the building cost double the amount budgeted. Snow removal
costs were also higher than budgeted. These two expenses will
both decrease in the second quarter.

Pledged Income
Unpledged Income
Misc. Income
Total Income
Expenses
Over/Under

YTD Budget
$78,251
11,000

YTD Actual
$83,682
4,544

13,241
$102,492

13,144
$101,370

$103,290

$106,336

($798)

($4,966)

We continue to support our community both locally and internationally. The Outreach Committee provided
$1,500 to the King Kennedy Center, $500 to the Freedom House, and $1,000 to S.A.R.A. for Ukrainian Relief.
We also paid $5,000 to the Living Waters Association for Our Church’s Wider Mission. We also collected
$3,059 for The One Great Hour of Sharing campaign. Thank you for your support of our Outreach programs!
The congregation continues to give generously to Ukrainian Relief and we submitted $2,235 to Living Waters Ukraine Relief for amounts collected thru March. Donations for Ukraine Relief continue to come in and
we will forward the donations to Living Waters at each month end.
Please always feel free to contact either Leah or myself if you have any financial questions or need assistance.
Sally Saltzman, CPA
Treasurer

Knitters Needed
Come one come all men and women who knit, crochet or want to learn how. Here at our church we have a
wonderful prayer shawl ministry presenting shawls to those who are hurting or those who are celebrating
something important in their lives. We also do other things for new babies and such. We would like to a group
meeting together once a month for a little knitting or crocheting, have a cup of coffee, enjoy each other's
company and pray together. If you are interested in such a group please contact me. Tentative day is the third
Friday of each month in our lounge. Please contact Sandy Roeger at 330-688-2331 or call the church office.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
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May
1: Pastor Amy 3: Amanda Haney 5: Jan Rader 6: Sara Braden 7: Tom Myers
11: Calvin Breyley, BJ Lackey 12: Michael Sisson 13: John Bertsch 16: Bill Arthur
20: Heather Buckley 21: Christ Balan, Sam Moody, Shirley Sellman
24: Rich Werstler 26: Melvin Foreman, Kathy Robinson, Marilyn Sorrick

June
1: Shannon Kish 2: Annie O’Malley 3: Diane Drewette, Pam Quellhorst 4: Barb Donaho, Rachelle Roeger 5: Justin Khol
9: Robert Hoefler 11: Connie Craven, Gladys Wells 13: Tiffany Dunlap, Zoe Walsh 14: Michael Dietz, David Meyer
18: David Bigler, Kim Galizio, Shane Riddle 19: Olivia Braden 20: Barb Hanniford 23: Elizabeth Hoover
24: Bruce Hansford, Beth Kloskoski, Ron Moss 25: Carl Bee, Sue Hetrick 26: Lana Bigler, Nancy Paterson, Gordon Wall
28: Margaret Phillips 29: Linda Mize 30: Sandy Roeger

July
2: Andrew Saltzman, Jason Wills 5: Marilyn Barbour 8: Jerry Baldwin, Savanna Wills 9: Ann Carlson, Erin West,
Jeanie Wills 10: Lori Gourley Babbey, Jackie Peck 11: Lawrence Prichard 12: Jeanne Oliver 16: Mary Maske,
Ann Stone-Meyer 17: Frank Hairston 18: Pam Mudrak 20: Kathy Dorr 22: Frederic Vigne 23: Rick Cannon,
Tracey Lohman 24: Angie Livengood-Fehr 25: Katie Fowler 26: Sarah Johnson 27: Beth Knorr, Nicholas Rusanowsky
28: Robert Carlson 30: Lynn Gregor

Don’t see your name listed? We may not have your birthdate in our database.
Contact Leah in the church office at: LDavis@kentucc.org and let her know any missing information we may not have.

JOYS AND CONCERNS continued from page 10...

CONGRATULATIONS:


Kay Hansford on receiving the non-Rotarian Gary M. Neuman award for
hard work behind the scenes. Congratulations Kay!!

GRADUATES:
High School
• Lilah Buckley
• Cooper Liedtke
• Ben Pazderak
• Ryan Barkley
College
• Savanna Wills—Kent State University
• Sam Madden—Youngstown State University
• Sam Moody—Purdue University
If you have a Joy or Concern to share, please contact Terri Silver at: uccmessenger@gmail.com
13
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The Rev. Amy Gopp
Senior Pastor
pastoramy@kentucc.org

The Rev. Kim Nagy
Minister of Faith Formation
KNagy@kentucc.org

Leah Davis
Office Administrator
LDavis@kentucc.org

Council:
Moderator — Jeff Roeger
Vice Moderator — Sue Otterson
Treasurer — Sally Saltzman
Clerk — Brenda Schneider
Diaconate — Jackie Peck
Education — Emily Roeger
Fellowship — Julie Wallace
Finance — Bill Hoover
Outreach — Donna Hess
Personnel — Barb Werstler
Property — John Hetrick
Stewardship — Crystal Shanley
Worship & the Arts — Glenn Hanniford
Youth Representative — Grace Polcha
Member At Large — Karen Carmany

Corey Fowler
Director of Music
cfowler1@kent.edu

Don Deibler
Custodian
office@kentucc.org

Our Mission:
Enlivened by the grace of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
Kent United Church of Christ does justice, embraces faithful love, and
walks humbly with our God to serve and transform lives, our community
and the world. (Micah 6:8)
KUCC is an Open and Affirming (ONA)
and Accessible to All (A2A) church, we
welcome all of God’s children to worship,
serve, grow, and experience the joy of the
Gospel with us.

Kent United Church of Christ
1400 E. Main Street, Kent, OH 44240
330.673.9534
kentucc.org

Have a question for council? Contact:
Jeff Roeger at: jfroeger@att.net
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Office Hours:
15
M-F 9am-4pm

KENT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00AM

Summer Hours:
9am-2pm

kentucc.org * 330.673.9534

ONLINE WORSHIP/SOCIAL MEDIA
https://bit.ly/3jVsNX7

GET IN TOUCH

https://www.facebook.com
KentUnitedChurchOfChrist

Do we have your updated
information including your email
address? We send out weekly updates to let
our church family know of current events
and resources. Please contact the church
office at: office@kentucc.org or call:
330.673.9534 to update your information.

GIVING
We appreciate your gifts to our church to help continue
our mission. Did you know that you can also give online?
Go to our website and click on the “donate” tab on our
homepage. Or use this link: https://kentucc.org/donate
Or, text “give” to (330) 275-1772.
You can also bring your offering to church on Sunday
morning, or send us a check to: 1400 E. Main Street, Kent,
OH 44240

SUGGESTIONS?
Do you have suggestions for the next
Messenger, an article you would like to
write, or an idea for a column?
We’d love to hear from you!
Contact Terri at:
tsilveruccmessenger@gmail.com

NEED TO CATCH UP?

Watch this week and the previous weeks
worship and children’s church on our
website at: https://kentucc.org/worshiponline

ONLINE CHURCH DIRECTORY
https://engage.suran.com/kent-ucc/s/login

CHANCEL FLOWERS
Do you have an anniversary, birthday, or important date coming
up that you would like to commemorate? Donate chancel flowers for our Sunday morning worship service. Contact Sandy
Roeger at: rrroeger@neo.rr.com for more information.

GET INVOLVED
Are you interested in joining the church?
Would you like to get involved in a
ministry or group but don’t know who to
contact? Would you like to help with
events? Would you like to volunteer in the
church office?
If you would like more information, please
contact the church office at:
office@kentucc.org

IF YOU ARE VISITING OUR CHURCH:

1400 E. Main Street, Kent, OH 44240 * 330-673-9534 * kentucc.org
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1400 E. Main Street, Kent, OH 44240
Phone: (330) 673-9534
kentucc.org

No matter who you are , or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

“Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”
Matthew 13:43
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